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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answers 

Racial Equality Strategy 
AQW 2132/16-21 Steven Agnew: To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister to 
detail the target timetables set for each Department to appoint a Racial Equality 
Champion and produce a Departmental Action Plan under the Racial Equality Strategy. 

A Racial Equality Champion for each department has been appointed. 
As stated in the Racial Equality Strategy, we will not require departments or local 
authorities to draw up their own action plans, although they may wish to do so. 
The Racial Equality Subgroup will have a significant role to play in advising the 
Executive Office and other Government departments on the implementation of the 
Strategy. 
The Subgroup will be tasked with working with departments (and vice-versa) to 
develop an implementation plan, and monitor and review progress on 
implementation. Government departments, with the assistance and advice of the 
Subgroup, will identify actions, consistent with the principles of theStrategy, which 
will contribute to the achievement of the outcomes. The focus will be on 
identifying, delivering and measuring actions that deliver real improvement. 
We have recently received all of the nominations for the Racial Equality Subgroup 
and the first meeting is being arranged for September 2016. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=269506 
 

Racial Equality Strategy 
AQW 2127/16-21 Claire Hanna: To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister to 
outline (i) why there is no mention of the Racial Equality Strategy in the proposed 
Programme for Government 2016-2021; and (ii) how the Racial Equality Strategy will be 
reflected in the outcomes and indicators of the forthcoming Programme for 
Government?  

The draft Programme for Government Framework sets out, in outcome terms, the 
improvements in wellbeing to which the Executive aspires for everyone in society. 
It expressly does not set out the particular strategies, plans and actions that will be 
implemented to support the achievement of these outcomes. Instead, it provides a 
framework, within which a collaborative engagement process will occur to 
determine the most effective action that can be taken, by Government and others, 
to achieve progress. 
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=269506
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The Executive remains committed to the implementation of its Racial Equality 
Strategy, and will be working over the coming weeks to explore how its 
implementation can support the achievement of Programme for Government 
outcomes, in particular with reference to addressing the issues faced by minority 
ethnic people. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=269501  
 

Race Relations 
AQW 1956/16-21 Daithí McKay: To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister for 
their assessment of the impact of the EU referendum result on race relations; and how 
they will prevent any deterioration. 

We very much value and respect our minority ethnic communities. They enrich our 
lives and will continue to make a considerable contribution to our society in the 
future. We remain committed to the vision expressed in the Racial Equality 
Strategy of a society which is strengthened by its ethnic diversity, free from 
racism, and where we can share a common sense of belonging. This vision is 
unaffected by the result of the referendum. We will consider the practical 
implications as new arrangements are negotiated and take effect. 
There remains no excuse for racism in any of its manifestations. We unequivocally 
condemn all racist attacks and strongly encourage all victims to report any racist 
incident, however minor. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=269206  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Arms Trade 
David Anderson [42997] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will make it his policy to impose an embargo on the sale of arms between 
the UK and Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government takes its arms export responsibilities very 
seriously and operates one of the most robust arms export control regimes in the 
world. All export licence applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis 
against the consolidated EU and national arms export licensing criteria. We do not 
believe that imposing a blanket arms embargo on Israel would promote the urgent 
progress towards the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which we want to 
see. We continue to monitor the situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories and take into account the latest circumstances when assessing licence 
applications. Israel, like any state, has the right to ensure its own security, as its 
citizens also have the right to live without fear of attack and we will continue to 
support Israel’s right to defend itself. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-18/42997/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Judd [HL1129] To ask Her  Majesty’s  Government,  in the light of the  most  recent  
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=269501
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=269206
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-18/42997/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-18/42997/
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Quartet Report's statement that Israel's "continuing policy of settlement and construction" 
was "steadily eroding the viability of the two-state solution", what specific actions they 
plan to take in response to the recent decisions by the government of Israel to approve 
new settlements and to provide a further $18 million to support settlements. 

Occupied Territories 
Lord Judd [HL1130] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what specific action they are 
taking in response to the number of Israeli settlers in occupied Palestinian territories. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 5 July, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for 
Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), issued a statement expressing deep concerns 
about the announcement of new Israeli settlement units in the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem. A Foreign and Commonwealth Office spokesperson 
statement, on 22 June, also expressed concern about Israel’s decision to provide 
an additional £12 million of funding for settlements. The position of the UK on 
Israeli settlements is clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to 
peace and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder 
to achieve. We will continue to raise our objections to settlements with the Israeli 
government. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1129/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1130/ 
 

The Quartet report referred to above can be read at 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160701_03_en.htm 
 

The statements referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlements-in-the-west-bank 
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-statement-on-settlements-in-east-jerusalem  
 

Palestinians: Water Supply 
Lord Turnberg [HL1388] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Verma on 7 July 2016 (HL799), what discussion they have had with 
the Palestinian Authority about its non-attendance at meetings with Israeli officials on the 
Joint Water Committee. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Continuity of water supply to the West Bank is 
essential for both the basic needs of Palestinians and for stability and security 
more widely. The UK regularly raises the issue of water in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories with the Palestinian Authority and Government of Israel. 
We encourage both parties to find a swift resolution to this issue and to reconvene 
the Joint Water Committee. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-20/HL1388/ 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL799/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1129/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1129/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1130/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1130/
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160701_03_en.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlements-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlements-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-statement-on-settlements-in-east-jerusalem
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-20/HL1388/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-20/HL1388/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL799/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL799/
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East statement on settlement units between Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem 
Foreign Office minister, Tobias Ellwood, said: The UK is concerned to see plans for 770 
settlement units between Jerusalem and Bethlehem progressing. As we have previously 
made clear, all settlement activity is illegal under international law, and damages 
prospects for a two-state solution. 
The UK is particularly concerned about the impact such settlements may have on 
Palestinian Christian minorities in the area, who are already affected by renewed 
construction of the Separation Barrier on Palestinian land in the Cremisan Valley. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-units-between-jerusalem-and-bethlehem  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on Israel's decision to advance plans for housing 
units in Gilo settlement in East Jerusalem 
Israel's recent decision to advance plans for some 770 housing units in the settlement of 
Gilo, built on occupied Palestinian land in East Jerusalem, undermines the viability of a 
two-state solution. It contributes to the establishment of a ring of Israeli settlements 
around the city, thus further cutting East Jerusalem off from the southern West Bank.  
 This announcement comes just weeks after the report of the Middle East Quartet called 
on Israel to abandon its settlement policy, which is illegal under international law. The 
decision raises legitimate questions about Israel's long-term intentions, which are 
compounded by the statements of some Israeli ministers that there should never be a 
Palestinian state. The EU calls on Israel to reverse this decision and to cease its 
settlement activity. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160726_02_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) 

"What's Changed About Being Jewish in Scotland": Full Findings Published 
… The catalyst for this inquiry was the huge spike in antisemitic incidents in August 2014, 
when SCoJeC received almost as many reports in a single month as in the whole of the 
previous year. So many Jewish people told us that they were feeling uncomfortable and 
anxious and even afraid to go about their day-to-day activities, that the Scottish 
Government was concerned enough to fund a further study of how the experience of 
Being Jewish in Scotland had changed since our original study in 2012. …  
Commenting on the findings of the new report Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social 
Security and Equalities Angela Constance said: "I am immensely proud that we live in a 
nation that is rich in diversity and where Jewish people have been part of that diverse 
population for at least 200 years. … 
"The publication of What's Changed About Being Jewish in Scotland helps us to 
understand more fully the views and experiences of the Jewish community in Scotland 
and, while there is much to celebrate, we do, of course, share the concerns raised about 
a heightened level of anxiety within the Jewish community. … 
"My message to the  Jewish community in  Scotland is clear:  Scotland is your home, you  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-units-between-jerusalem-and-bethlehem
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-units-between-jerusalem-and-bethlehem
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160726_02_en.htm
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are welcome, and your contribution to our economy, our society and our culture is 
valued. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2016/16vii_bjis2/bjis2_findings.html  
 
What’s Changed About Being Jewish in Scotland 
http://www.scojec.org/resources/files/bjis2.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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