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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Coroners 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Andrew Stephenson [42383] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what 
representations he has received from minority faith groups since July 2013 on the 
availability of coroners at all times. 
Andrew Stephenson [42384] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what 
assessment he has made of the availability of coroners at all times to address matters 
which must be dealt with immediately under the provisions of the Coroners and Justice 
Act 2009. 

Phillip Lee: Justice Ministers have received representations from the Jewish and 
Muslim communities about coroners out of hours’ services and have met 
representatives from these communities. We recognise the importance of an out 
of hours service and have worked with the police and local authorities to this end. 
Regulation 4 of the Coroners (Investigations) Regulations 2013 requires coroners 
to be available at all times to address matters relating to an investigation into a 
death which must be dealt with immediately and cannot wait until the next working 
day. This is particularly important in cases of homicide and mass fatalities. 
Coroners also make themselves available if needed in cases involving organ and 
tissue donation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42383/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42384/  
 

Hate Crime: Liverpool City Region 
Luciana Berger [42871] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many incidents of each type of hate crime were recorded in (a) Liverpool, Wavertree 
constituency and (b) the Liverpool City Region in each year since 2010. 

Sarah Newton: The Home Office have collected information on the number of 
hate crimes recorded by the police since 2011/12 at the police force area level. 
The data for Merseyside police for each of the currently monitored hate strands 
are given in the following table. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42383/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42383/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42384/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42384/
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Number of hate crimes recorded by Merseyside police, by monitored 
strand, 2011/12 to 2014/15 1 

  2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

Hate crime strand 
    Race 1,107 1,047 1,358 1,653 

Religion 30 26 41 119 

Sexual orientation 138 141 193 65 

Disability 134 110 99 186 

Gender-identity 6 8 25 22 

Total number of hate crimes2 N/A 1,318 1,679 1,914 

Source: Police recorded crime, Home Office  

1. Hate crimes are taken to mean any crime where the perpetrator's hostility or 
prejudice against an identifiable group of people is a factor in determining who is 
victimised. For the agreed definition of hate crime see: http://www.report-it.org.uk 

2. It is possible for a hate crime to have more than one motivating factor (for 
example an offence may be motivated by hostility towards the victim’s race and 
religion). Therefore, the total number of hate crimes may be lower than the 
individual strands combined. Total number of hate crimes was not collected in 
2011/12. 

Further information on hate crime can be found in Hate Crimes, England and 
Wales, 2014/15, available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-
crime-england-and-wales-2014-to-2015 Data for 2015/16 are due to be published 
in October 2016. 
This Government is committed to tackling hate crime. The UK has one of the 
strongest legislative frameworks in the world to tackle hate crime. We are working 
across Government with police, (including National Community Tensions Team), 
the Crown Prosecution Service and community partners to send out a clear 
message that hate crime will not be tolerated and we will vigorously pursue and 
prosecute those who commit these crimes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-14/42871/  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

UNRWA 
Baroness Tonge [HL1002] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they plan to 
take to ensure that UNRWA has adequate funding for the annual Children's Summer 
Camp in Gaza this year. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK is a long-term supporter of UNRWA, 
between 2011 and 2015, DFID provided just over £200m to UNRWA, including 
£63.5 million in 2015/16. 
The UK regularly engages in discussion with UNRWA and other donors about 
UNRWA’s financial situation.We are aware of the budget shortfall for children’s 
summer camps in Gaza this summer. The UK remains committed to support 
UNRWA and my officials remain in close and regular dialogue with UNRWA about 
its funding position. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-05/HL1002/  
 

http://www.report-it.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2014-to-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2014-to-2015
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-14/42871/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-14/42871/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-05/HL1002/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-05/HL1002/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1113] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning reports of Israeli troops shooting a 
Palestinian with Down’s Syndrome who posed no threat to those troops. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations to 
the Israeli authorities on this specific case, we have raised our concerns with the 
Israeli authorities in the past about the Israel Defence Forces' use of live fire, 
urging robust and transparent investigations where appropriate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1113/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1114] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
plan to make to the government of Israel in the light of remarks by the UN Secretary 
General following his visit to Israel on 28 June urging the Israeli Prime Minister to work 
towards a negotiated two-state solution. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government believes that a 
negotiated two-state solution is in the interests of both Israel and the Palestinians. 
While we do not plan to make specific representations to the Government of Israel 
about the remarks by the UN Secretary General, we will continue to work with our 
international partners, including the UN, in support of a two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1114/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1116] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning reports of continuing and increasing 
collective punishment of Palestinian communities, including punitive demolitions of 
private homes in the West Bank and the withholding of tax revenues from the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have serious concerns about the use of 
punitive demolitions by the Israeli authorities to destroy the homes of the families 
of Palestinian suspected terrorists. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
expressed concerns about this policy to a number of Israeli officials: we fear that 
rather than acting as a deterrent, it has the potential to increase tension. We 
believe that a stable, well functioning, and fiscally viable Palestinian Authority (PA) 
is an important contributor to stability, and that it is in Israel’s own interests to 
secure this stability. As part of this, it is important Israel carries out the regular 
monthly transfer of tax revenues it collects on behalf of the PA in line with its 
international obligations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1116/  
 
 

European Parliament 

Budgets committee Chair visits EU-funded projects in Gaza 
Jean Arthuis, Chair of the Committee on Budgets … visited EU-funded projects aimed at 
promoting sustainable economic development and empowerment of women as well as 
infrastructure projects in the water sector, such as the North Gaza Emergency Sewage 
Treatment Plant NGEST and recently inaugurated Water Desalination Plant in Deir Bala, 
next to Khan Yunis. … 
"I am very impressed by the unabated spirit of resilience of the people of Gaza and I am 
very  touched  by their hope  for a  better  future,  despite  their  currently  dire  situation",  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1113/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1113/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1114/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1114/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1116/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-11/HL1116/


 4 

 

declared Mr Arthuis on the occasion of his visit. "We owe it to the people of Gaza to 
continue to do our utmost to improve the situation there. The people of Gaza have the 
right to live in freedom and peace and to work for a better, prosperous future for 
themselves and their children. For me, this goes hand in hand with respecting Israel's 
legitimate security interests." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160719IPR37583/Budgets-
committee-Chair-visits-EU-funded-projects-in-Gaza  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Persecution of Religious Minorities: Middle East 
col 267WH  Jim Shannon: … The persecution of religious minorities in the middle east 
and its effect on the UK is a massive issue. … 
We are very aware of the situation in Iraq, which is one of those countries in which 
Christians are a small minority. Where do they feature in an Iraq where Christians are 
attacked or murdered and their churches destroyed? … 
col 269WH  [we all feel] very passionately about the Yazidis and the terrible crimes, 
brutality and violence that have been carried out among them.  … But it is not just the 
Yazidis who are suffering, it is the ancient religious communities, including the Syriac 
Catholics, the Mandaeans, the Baha’is, the Shi’as and Sunnis alike, the few remaining 
Jews in the area, the Protestants and the non-religious individuals as well. All their 
sacred sites are in danger of being wiped out. … 
col 270WH  Plurality of religion and belief is a crucial ingredient for a stable society, and 
the Foreign Office recognises that in its pledges for UN Human Rights Council 
membership from 2017 and in its current human rights structure …  

 

col 273WH  Kate Green: … Does the hon. Gentleman agree that the Home Office’s 
approach to applications for asylum from some of these persecuted minorities is crass 
and clumsy? There is a need for much greater training of Home Office staff so that 
simplistic approaches to assessing whether people have suffered religious persecution 
are abandoned and so that we have a much subtler understanding of the trauma and 
why people might find it difficult when they apply to express what happened to them. … 

 

col 274WH  Peter Grant: Does the hon. Gentleman not agree that the fact that these 
questions are being asked is a clear indication that the person asking the questions does 
not understand the essence of what it is to be a Christian, a Muslim or a Jew? … 
col 284WH  To persecute a minority, the first thing that the persecutor has to do is to 
create a fear of that minority. The Nazis could never have got the acquiescence of so 
many people for the persecution of the Jews had they not been able to make people 
scared of the Jews. There are journalists and others on these islands and in this very city 
who are embarking on a deliberate attempt to make us scared of the Muslims in order to 
make us hate the Muslims. At the same time as we speak out and act against the 
persecution of minorities in the middle east and elsewhere, we must recognise that that 
fuelling of hatred against religious minorities on our own islands has an impact on the 
way that conflicts and oppression can be addressed elsewhere. …  
To read the full debate see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-
19/debates/16071930000001/PersecutionOfReligiousMinoritiesMiddleEast 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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