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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Schools: Festivals and Special Occasions 
Rachel Reeves [42284] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what provision 
schools make for Muslim children who want to take time off school for Eid. 

Nick Gibb: A school should treat a pupil’s absence as authorised if a pupil is 
unable to attend on a day exclusively set apart for religious observance by the 
religious body to which their parent belongs. 
This is set out in Regulation 6(2)(b)(ii) of the Education (Pupil Registration) 
(England) Regulations 2006, available at:  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/1751/regulation/6/made 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42284/  
 

Religion: Education 
Jeff Smith [42758] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps she is taking 
to ensure that non-religious worldviews form part of the religious education curriculum. 

Nick Gibb: The Government believes in the importance of religious education 
(RE) to develop children’s knowledge of the values and traditions of Britain and 
other countries, and to foster understanding among different faiths and beliefs, 
including non-religious beliefs. 
We have issued guidance for schools, local authorities and agreed syllabus 
conferences about the religious studies GCSE and the RE curriculum. The 
guidance states that there is no obligation for any school to give equal air time to 
the teaching of religious and non-religious views. It is for schools to determine 
which religious and non-religious views to cover in their RE curriculum in line with 
statutory requirements. The guidance recommends that schools teach a wide 
ranging study of religious and non-religious beliefs across the key stages. The 
guidance is available at: www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-religious-
studies 
All schools are required to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, 
the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance for those of 
different faiths and beliefs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-13/42758/  
 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/1751/regulation/6/made
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42284/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-11/42284/
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-religious-studies
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-religious-studies
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-13/42758/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-13/42758/
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House of Lords Oral Answers 

Community Cohesion 
Baroness Mobarik: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
bring together all communities following the result of the European Union referendum.  

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government and the Wales Office (Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth): 
My Lords, I am sure the whole House will wish the noble Baroness, Lady Mobarik, 
all the best in her new role. Britain has a claim on being the most successful 
multifaith, multiracial democracy in the world. This Government support 
programmes that bring communities together in celebrating what unites us. We 
are stepping up efforts to tackle the scourge of hate crime, and fighting 
disadvantage and extending opportunity, which is the surest way to build strong 
and cohesive communities. 

Baroness Hodgson of Abinger: My Lords, deep divisions within our communities 
emerged during the EU referendum. Since then, we have seen a worrying rise in racist 
and xenophobic behaviour and language. This exists alongside deprivation and a sense 
of exclusion for some. I commend Her Majesty’s Government for their efforts thus far on 
community cohesion, but what actions are being taken now towards a more integrated 
approach, whereby social and economic well-being and community cohesion are tackled 
collectively? 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, I am sure my noble friend will welcome 
the fact that we are working on a hate crime action plan, which will increase the 
importance of the reporting of hate crime and provide stronger support for victims. 
We are making progress on this. It is true that post the referendum there was a 
spike in hate crime reporting, but thankfully that has levelled off. That is not to 
minimise the challenge. As I say, we are working on a hate crime action plan and 
taking action forward in that way. 

Lord Dubs: My Lords, the Minister may be aware that, yesterday afternoon, 
Hammersmith council organised a demo and meeting on the theme of hope not hate. Do 
the Government realise that local authorities have a key part to play in this? They might 
need a bit more help. Will the Government give that help and support to local authorities 
in tackling hate crime?  

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The noble Lord is absolutely right. HOPE not hate 
does a considerable amount in this regard and I follow what it does very closely. 
We are supporting local authorities and working with them through organisations. I 
recognise the importance of working with local authorities, and today I have asked 
that we contact the Greater London Assembly to see how we can work 
successfully with it across London, too. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, will the Minister acknowledge and welcome the fact 
that many people have come together to oppose the rise in hate crime and to show their 
revulsion at what has been going on? Will he say whether the role of the media should 
now be looked at more closely? Over the weekend in the Sun, Kelvin MacKenzie wrote a 
column criticising a Muslim broadcaster reporting on the news, because she wore a 
headscarf. Apparently it was inappropriate for a woman wearing a headscarf to report on 
the terrible attacks in Nice. Surely this cannot be tolerated in our society. Will the Minister 
condemn it? 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, the noble Baroness is absolutely right 
about people coming together to tackle hate crime. I was particularly impressed to 
hear of a movement called Salaam Shalom in Nottingham, which is supported by 
the Government, bringing together the Jewish and Muslim faiths. I agree entirely 
with the noble Baroness about the many excellent role models that we have of 
Muslim women. She referred to one; we all remember “The Great British Bake 
Off” and  so  on.  It is time to celebrate the  diversity of our  society and  recognise  
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that when we are united, we are strongest. 
Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, much hate crime arises out of ignorance and 
suspicion. We all know that in a fog even familiar objects, such as a lamppost or a 
dustbin, can assume frightening and threatening proportions. Does the Minister agree 
that a much greater effort needs to be made to remove that ignorance and bring about a 
much better understanding of what different religions are and what they stand for? 
Unfortunately, much interfaith dialogue over the years—and I have been involved in it—is 
just about being nice to people without exploring the actual teachings and finding 
commonalities on which we can build understanding. Does the Minister agree that the 
search for commonalities and building on them is essential? 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, I entirely agree with the noble Lord. He 
is absolutely right that it is about much more than just coming together and talking 
to each other; it is about understanding each other better. Many interfaith groups 
do this very successfully, both in England and in the devolved Administrations. 
Again, I have asked the department to look at this to see how we can get best 
practice across the United Kingdom by learning what happens in the entirety of 
the United Kingdom. However, he is right that we have to conquer ignorance, in 
the sense of not knowing, in order to move forward on this key issue.  

Lord Soley: Does the Minister agree that senior politicians, and members of the 
Government in particular, have a responsibility not to use language that encourages this? 
During the referendum debate, some adverts and one or two statements—one from a 
current member of Government, I am afraid—gave people permission to bring out their 
feelings about ethnic minorities. Frankly, if such feelings are not encouraged, they tend to 
stay hidden. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, the noble Lord is right that across the 
board we all—politicians in all parties, as in the other House—have a role to play 
and a responsibility to use appropriate language and come together to ensure that 
we move forward in tackling hate crime together. 

Baroness Manzoor: My Lords, on 29 June, the Minister, the noble Lord, Lord Ahmad, 
read a Statement to the House in which he said that new, additional funding would be 
made available to tackle these issues at community level. How much new funding has 
been made available, and which community groups have been given this money? 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, the noble Baroness will know that the 
Casey review will soon report on boosting opportunity and integration. We will wait 
for the publication of that report before making any definitive decisions on the 
amount of funding. The noble Baroness will know that we already put a significant 
amount into organisations such as: Near Neighbours; Tell MAMA, which stands 
for Measuring Anti-Muslim Attacks; Holocaust Memorial Day, and so on. However, 
we will make a statement in response to the Casey review when it is published. 

Baroness Smith of Basildon: My Lords, the Minister refers to ethnic minorities, but he 
will appreciate that this is an issue not just for ethnic minorities but for anyone from the 
EU who currently lives and works here. A friend who works in Westfield shopping centre 
reports an increased number of attacks—not physical attacks but abuse, rudeness and 
unpleasantness—to staff from the EU. Does he accept that it would be helpful if the 
Government urgently made sure that EU citizens living here in the UK could be assured 
of their place in this country? At the moment, they are scared to report such attacks and 
abuse, because they are not certain about their own status. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, the noble Baroness is right that it is not 
simply an issue for ethnic minorities, although that is one very visible and 
significant aspect of this, but about EU nationals, and indeed about visitors to this 
country from the EU and elsewhere. We are looking at it in the round. The Casey 
review, which I referred to, is looking at integration more generally, and as I say 
we are looking forward to receiving its findings. However, in order to reassure 
noble Lords of the significance attached to this by my right honourable friend the 
Prime Minister,  she  has made clear that  hate crime  has  absolutely no  place in  
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Britain and that she is determined to make further progress to ensure that we can 
eradicate these deplorable acts. I am sure that we all take comfort from that. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-
18/debates/16071823000441/CommunityCohesion 
 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon’s statement, referred to above, can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-06-29/debates/16062974000418/HateCrime  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Press briefing notes on Israel  
We are concerned at the passing on 11 July of the so-called NGO Transparency law by 
the Israeli Parliament, which could have a detrimental effect on human rights and the 
democratic space in the country. 
While this new law has been described as an effort to increase transparency in the NGO 
sector, it will disproportionately affect NGOs working on human rights, as confirmed by 
recent research undertaken by the Israeli Ministry of Justice itself.  
The law imposes new requirements on NGOs that receive more than half of their funding 
from “foreign political entities”, namely foreign governments or intergovernmental 
organizations, obliging them to specify this information in their publications and their 
communications with civil servants or elected officials. The same is not required of NGOs 
that are funded by other foreign sources that are not classified as political entities or by 
private donors. 
We fear that this law, which adds to already onerous transparency obligations on NGOs 
receiving funding from foreign political entities, will contribute to the de-legitimization of 
human rights NGOs in Israel, notably by branding them as “foreign agents”. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20284&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-18/debates/16071823000441/CommunityCohesion
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-18/debates/16071823000441/CommunityCohesion
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-06-29/debates/16062974000418/HateCrime
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20284&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
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Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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