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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Business of the House 

col 471  Bob Blackman: This weekend sees the annual Al Quds Day demonstration. It 
ends in London and has increasingly become anti-Semitic, with some absolutely 
disgraceful slogans and flags of terrorist organisations being flown on the streets of 
Britain. It is paramount that the Government ensure that if anyone is guilty of committing 
a hate crime in that way, those people should be arrested and should face the full force 
of the law. I want the Leader of the House to ensure that that happens this weekend. 

Chris Grayling: It is important to say that I clearly echo the words of my hon. 
Friend about hate crime in this country. I campaigned for Britain to leave the 
European Union, but I did not campaign for Britain to become an intolerant, racist 
nation. Racist or intolerant comments are utterly unacceptable. I deplore them, 
and they should be dealt with by the full force of the law. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-
30/debates/16063029000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16063029000237  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Schools: Religious Education 
Lord Taverne: To ask Her Majesty’s Government in what way the guidance produced by 
Dr Satvinder Juss on the implications of the High Court’s ruling in R (Fox) v Secretary of 
State for Education is “inaccurate” as they have stated. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Education (Lord 
Nash): My Lords, the Government believe that Dr Juss’s guidance is inaccurate in 
a number of respects, not least in its suggestion that the need to accord equal 
respect means that the teaching of other principal religions must be balanced by 
compulsory and systematic teaching of a non-religious world view to the same 
extent. We do not accept that it is appropriate for such views to be presented to 
schools as statements of fact. It is right for the Government to say that they do not 
agree. 

Lord Taverne: My Lords, first, I must declare an interest as a member of the British 
Humanist Association and apologise for the obscurity of the Question. The case referred 
to was a very complex but important case in which the judge ruled in favour of three 
humanist parents who challenged the Government’s policy that non-religious views could  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-30/debates/16063029000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16063029000237
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-30/debates/16063029000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16063029000237
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be excluded from schools’ curricula of religious studies. The judge found that the 
Government had made an error of law and that such studies should be pluralistic and 
should include non-religious world views. Dr Juss of King’s College London issued 
guidance on those lines. 
Will the Government explain why they have condemned this guidance, which on the face 
of it is a fair interpretation of the judgment? More generally, it is of course right that 
children should be taught about religions of the world and about the importance of 
Christianity in the history of this country, but is it really the Government’s view that 
children should not be encouraged to think critically and make up their own mind and 
should not be made aware of the views of a very large and growing number of people in 
this country who do not subscribe to any religion? 

Lord Nash: The case was on a very narrow, technical point, but the noble Lord 
may be pleased to hear that all six GCSE-awarding bodies’ GCSE content 
includes development of students’ understanding of wider beliefs, including a non-
religious world view. The judge made clear that there was no challenge to the 
content of the GCSE and no requirement in domestic or human rights law to give 
equal air time to all shades of belief. We do not accept the wider interpretation 
that Dr Juss places on the case. 

Lord Harrison: Do the Government not recognise that their advice to schools may in 
itself contradict the law, as just explained by the noble Lord, Lord Taverne? 

Lord Nash: We issued clear guidance in December on this matter and we do not 
recognise that point. 

Lord Hughes of Woodside: The Minister says that he disagrees with the judgment. Will 
he explain why the Government have reached that decision? 

Lord Nash: Because the decision was based on a very narrow point, and Dr 
Juss’s interpretation gives it a much wider aspect. It was a very specific case 
about the content of GCSEs. 

Lord Cormack: My Lords, as we have heard from three humanists in a row, may I be 
allowed a word? Does my noble friend not agree that it is very important that children 
should have a good grounding in the faith of their country, or of their particular group if 
they are Muslims or Jews or whatever, because they cannot challenge what they do not 
understand? It is right that adults should have the proper opportunity to challenge, but if 
they are challenging on the basis of flimsy information, that is not very sensible. 

Lord Nash: I entirely agree with my noble friend. All children should be made 
aware of the basics of all religions as part of a broad and balanced education. It 
helps you to respect someone if you understand more about them. 

The Lord Bishop of Chelmsford: My Lords, I address the House at this point in my 
capacity as a lapsed atheist. I make it clear that I welcome the place of non-religious 
world views in religious education; they are very important. However, will the Minister 
further agree that one of the best ways in which people can counter the race hatred, 
xenophobia and misunderstandings that we see in our society at the moment is by 
strengthening religious education in schools? 

Lord Nash: I agree entirely with the right reverend Prelate. The Church has a 
good record of creating much inclusion in its schools. We have a considerably 
increased intake for the more academic, rigorous GCSE that we introduced. 

Lord Lea of Crondall: My Lords, one of the most popular words at the moment is 
“binary”, as in in/out. When it comes to the question of science and religion, it is a 
question not just of teaching doctrines but of the examination of the compatibility of, for 
example, Christianity with the Big Bang origin of the universe. It is not just a question of a 
binary argument about what should be on the curriculum. 

Lord Nash: We have a settled policy that evolution should be taught in schools as 
an essential element of a rigorous modern scientific education. Outside science 
lessons there is scope for people to discuss beliefs about the origins of the earth 
and so on. 

Lord Storey: Will the  Minister  reflect  on  why,  if  the  Government   believe   that   non- 
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religious beliefs have a full and important place in religious studies, they have moved to 
encourage schools and those who set syllabuses to ignore a legal judgment that sets out 
exactly that position? 

Lord Nash: As I have said already, a much wider interpretation is being made of 
this narrow judgment than should be. 

Baroness Browning: My noble friend mentioned science in respect of religious studies. 
However, will he accept that science is quite properly evidence-based, while whatever 
faith a person is it is not called faith for nothing? 

Lord Nash: I entirely agree with my noble friend. 
Lord Blunkett: Will the Minister agree that what might combine both an understanding of 
the role of science and of religion in the world is good teaching of citizenship in schools 
so that young people can develop critical thinking skills in a way that enables them to 
apply them to their life and to the well-being of the community around them? 

Lord Nash: I entirely agree with the noble Lord. The same could be said of PSHE 
and character education. We are looking at what more can be done to strengthen 
the curriculum to further prepare pupils for life in modern Britain through 
citizenship, PSHE, character education and other matters. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-06-
30/debates/16063032000568/SchoolsReligiousEducation  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

United Nations 

Ban 'deeply saddened' by death of Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has said he was “deeply saddened” to 
learn the passing yesterday of Elie Wiesel, a powerful voice for Holocaust remembrance 
and long-standing UN Messenger of Peace. 
“The world has lost one of its most important witnesses -- and one of its most eloquent 
advocates of tolerance and peace,” the UN chief said in a statement issued by his 
spokesperson. 
“Elie Wiesel turned the nightmare of his youth into a lifelong campaign for global equality 
and peace,” Mr. Ban said. “As a UN Messenger of Peace since 1998, he called for 
constant vigilance in combatting anti-Semitism and other forms of hatred.” 
According to the statement, Mr. Wiesel was a regular presence at the UN, including at 
the first-ever International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the 
Holocaust, and often spoke about his experiences at the Auschwitz Birkenau German 
Nazi Concentration and Extermination Camp and appealed to the world to “reject 
indifference” in the face of genocide, discrimination and other horrors. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54393#.V3lgZJN96nZ  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-00680 Sandra White: Palestine Youth Orchestra—That the Parliament welcomes 
the first ever performance in  Scotland by the  Palestine  Youth  Orchestra; notes that the  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-06-30/debates/16063032000568/SchoolsReligiousEducation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-06-30/debates/16063032000568/SchoolsReligiousEducation
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9861
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54393#.V3lgZJN96nZ
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performance at the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall on 26 July 2016 will follow a rehearsal 
residency at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and is part of the International Society 
of Music Education, which runs from 18 to 24 July; understands that the orchestra was 
established by the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music in 2004 with the vision of 
bringing together talented students from all over Palestine and the Palestinian diaspora 
to perform both Western and Arabic music; commends the orchestra's drive and passion 
for music, and wishes its members every success on their tour, which they hope will 
bring a message of inspiration and humanity to audiences. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-00680&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 

TUC 

General Council delegation to Palestine: Report 
https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/Palestinewebreport.docx  
 
 

Middle East Quartet 

Report of the Middle East Quartet 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160701_03_en.htm  
 
 

European Union 

Message by High Representative Federica Mogherini on the occasion of the 
release of the Middle East Quartet Report 
… Too many Israelis and Palestinians are losing hope. But despair can only lead to more 
violence. We have a responsibility to give credibility to the perspective of peace. 
This is why the European Union has invested so much in the Quartet for the Middle East, 
working together with the United States, Russia and the United Nations. … 
For the first time in over a decade, together with our international partners, we have set 
out what the threats to peace are, and what needs to be done to recreate the conditions 
for meaningful final status negotiations. 
First, the parties must work to de-escalate tensions and strengthen security cooperation. 
The Israeli policy of settlement construction and expansion has to come to an end. The 
Palestinians have to combat terrorism and refrain from all incitement to violence. The 
militant build-up in Gaza has to stop, while the movement restrictions need to be lifted 
quickly. 
Second, both sides have to move towards a two-State solution on the ground. This 
means to empower the Palestinians to take full control of their lives, including in Area C. 
And it also means to take into account the Israelis’ legitimate security concerns. 
Only the two sides can take responsibility for peace. The international community cannot 
substitute the parties. Only direct negotiations can lead to peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160701_04_en.htm  

 
Statement by the Spokesperson on the murder of a young Israeli girl 
Hallel Yaffa Ariel was brutally murdered in her home in Kiryat Arba this morning in an 
attack that left at least one other person injured. There can be no justification for such 
acts of terror. The European Union extends its deepest sympathies to the family and 
friends of the victim. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160630_03_en.htm  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-00680&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-00680&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/Palestinewebreport.docx
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160701_03_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160701_04_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160630_03_en.htm
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United Nations 

Diplomatic Quartet releases report on advancing two-state solution to Israel-
Palestine conflict 
The United Nations and its diplomatic partners in the Middle East peace process today 
released the first report of its kind, which analysed the impediments to a lasting 
resolution to the Palestinian–Israeli conflict and offered recommendations on the way 
forward, urging Israel to stop its settlement policy and Palestine to end incitement to 
violence. … 
In a statement, the Quartet Principals invite the Israeli and Palestinian Governments to 
engage with it on implementing its recommendations and creating conditions to resume 
“meaningful negotiations that resolve all final status issues.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54379#.V3lgLZN96nY  

 
Quartet report cites violence, settlements and Gaza as barriers to Middle East 
peace – UN envoy 
Continuing violence, terrorism and incitement, settlement expansion, and the Palestinian 
Authority’s lack of control of Gaza are hurting the Middle East peace process, the United 
Nations envoy today said summarizing the first ever report by the diplomatic Quartet – 
comprising the United Nations, Russia, the United States and the European Union – to 
the Security Council. 
“The main objective of this report is not about assigning blame,” Nickolay Mladenov, 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, told the 15-member council. 
“It focuses on the major threats to achieving a negotiated peace and offers 
recommendations on the way forward.” 
Those include references to both sides, and specifically to the Palestinians and Israelis in 
relation to violence, incitement to violence, Israeli settlement construction and related 
policies, Palestinian unity and institution building. … 
The Security Council met amid fresh violence in the region. Just a few hours earlier, a 13-
year-old girl was stabbed to death by a Palestinian at her home in West Bank. Earlier in 
the month, four Israelis died in an attack in Tel Aviv, and a Palestinian teenager was 
killed by Israeli Security Forces on a highway. 
“All three incidents clearly illustrate the environment of fear in which both Palestinians 
and Israelis have lived for generations,” Mr. Mladenov said. 
“Palestinian frustration cannot be wished away,” he said, adding that “neither will the 
violence and terror, fuelled by resentment, bring about a Palestinian state.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54370#.V3ZilZN96nZ  

 
Activities of Secretary-General in State of Palestine, 28 June 
… In comments to the press upon arriving [in Gaza], the Secretary-General said that he 
stood with the people of Gaza and that the United Nations will always be with them.  He 
told reporters that until Gaza and the West Bank are united under a single, democratic 
and legitimate Palestinian government, based on the rule of law and the PLO principles, 
Gaza’s prospects for full recovery will be limited. …  
He returned to Israel for an afternoon programme (see Press Release SG/T/3113), after 
which he travelled to Ramallah, where he met with President Mahmoud Abbas at the 
Muqata Palace.  He attended an Iftar hosted by President Abbas, and was awarded 
The Grand Cordon of the State of Palestine.  At a joint press conferencewith President 
Abbas later, the Secretary-General reiterated that “The two-state solution is the only 
viable option for sustainable peace in the region” and urged leaders in Gaza and the 
West  Bank “to deliver to the  Palestinian  people, at long last,  an end  to the  issues that  
 

http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/Quartet-Principals-Statement.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54379#.V3lgLZN96nY
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54370#.V3ZilZN96nZ
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=4600
https://twitter.com/UN_Spokesperson/status/747792065673691136
https://twitter.com/UN_Spokesperson/status/747792065673691136
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgt3113.doc.htm
http://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/detail.jsp?id=683/683590
https://twitter.com/UN_Spokesperson/status/747874896680718336
http://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/detail.jsp?id=683/683608
http://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/detail.jsp?id=683/683806
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=4602
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divide them and a commitment to strengthening the ties that bind.” …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgt3114.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

 

Other Relevant Information 

European Network Against Racism (ENAR) 

Alarming post-Brexit racist incidents require action 
The European Network Against Racism (ENAR) is extremely concerned by numerous 
reports of racist speech and attacks aimed at Polish, Muslim and other Black and ethnic 
minorities in the United Kingdom, following the EU referendum vote for Brexit. UK 
leaders must strongly respond to and publicly condemn these incidents, as well as 
prevent a further rise in hate crimes. 
Xenophobic and racist discourses were part of the campaign in the run-up to the 
referendum. These latest incidents show that political hate speech can escalate into real 
life and have a very tangible and destructive effect on minority communities in the United 
Kingdom. …  
UK leaders and politicians must speak out against and challenge hatred and prejudice 
and the discourses that fuel them. They should ensure hate crimes are addressed. They 
should also take concrete measures to counter cross-community division and support 
such initiatives at local level. In the current divisive context, political leaders must ensure 
that all members of society feel worthy of security, protection and well-being. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.enar-eu.org/Alarming-post-Brexit-racist-incidents-require-action  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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