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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Universities: Anti-Semitism 
Lord Leigh of Hurley: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
counter anti-Semitism on university campuses in the United Kingdom. … 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: There is no place in our society for bigotry, 
hatred or any form of racism, such as anti-Semitism. Higher education institutions 
are committed to challenging intolerance on campus. They have a clear 
responsibility under the Equality Act 2010 to provide a safe and inclusive 
environment. Universities UK has established a task force to consider further 
measures to address harassment on campus, and it will report in the autumn. 

Lord Leigh of Hurley: I thank my noble friend for her helpful Answer. Will her 
department consider the basis of the definition of anti-Semitism to be that proposed by 
Sir Eric Pickles and subsequently adopted by the UK College of Policing and the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance? It specifies that anti-Semitism manifests 
itself when double standards are applied to the state of Israel, requiring of it behaviour 
that is not expected or demanded of other democratic nations. Will the Minister assure us 
that it cannot be right that British Jewish students in universities should be intimidated by 
overaggressive anti-Israel activity on their campuses? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: My noble friend is right: the definition Eric 
Pickles used was the EUMC working definition, which provides a valuable 
description of some of the ways contemporary anti-Semitism is manifested. He is 
also right that it has been included in operational guidance for the police since 
2014. Universities may well want to consider it. One of the issues that the 
Universities UK task force, which I mentioned in my previous Answer, is looking at 
is how better training can be undertaken for university staff to help them 
understand the many different forms that anti-Semitism can take. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, the president of the National Union of Students 
sets a deplorable example. Is the Minister aware that in the past few days a Jewish law 
student at the University of York has obtained £1,000 and an apology from the student 
union? Is it not wrong that an individual student had to take up this case himself? 
Although I do not know the position in the University of York, does she agree that it is 
often the weakness of vice-chancellors, who refuse to promote the ideas of toleration and 
of universities as places of understanding, that is at the root of this problem? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: I thank the  noble  Lord for that  question.  I am  
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pleased, excepting what Zachary had to go through, that he got an apology and 
compensation, but I entirely agree that it is unacceptable for students to have to 
face this. Incidents of anti-Semitism must be taken seriously and investigated 
swiftly. Many universities do that, but the new Universities UK task force, which I 
mentioned, is looking at what more can be done. It is considering a number of 
specific actions in relation to anti-Semitism: an improved need for data collection 
to ensure that incidents are recorded effectively; the importance of a complaints 
procedure that protects the identity of students who are fearful of coming forward; 
and, as mentioned, the need for better training to make sure that university staff 
understand the different forms that anti-Semitism can take because it is not 
acceptable on university campuses. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, while sympathising with members of the Jewish 
community who have been ill-treated, does the Minister agree that they are not alone in 
frequently being subjected to abuse and discriminatory behaviour in universities and 
elsewhere? It is the duty of the Government to ensure that all communities are equally 
protected against irrational hatred and abuse, particularly in today’s unpredictable and 
difficult times. 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: I agree with the noble Lord. Indeed, the 
Universities UK task force is looking at harassment on campus and, in particular, 
at what more can be done by the HE sector to prevent and respond to incidents of 
violence and sexual harassment against women, hate crimes generally and other 
forms of harassment, including anti-Semitism and Islamophobia. This task force is 
looking at a broad array of issues to ensure that the HE sector ensures that 
students can live and learn safely in a spirit of tolerance and understanding. 

The Lord Bishop of Chelmsford: My Lords, in my diocese, a pro-Palestinian student 
body forced the University of Essex in 2013 to cancel a speech from the Israeli deputy 
ambassador over concerns about his safety. While, of course, fully supporting what the 
Government are doing in this area, how can freedom of speech and extremism be more 
clearly distinguished so that we can take appropriate action against racism and anti-
Semitism of all forms but also maintain academic free speech? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: I completely agree that freedom of speech and 
academic freedom are the bedrock of our higher education system. We fully 
support universities that show strong leadership in allowing controversial and 
sometimes offensive ideas to be aired, but most importantly debated, to make 
sure that universities are doing what they should be doing, which is robustly 
challenging theories and making sure that students can argue and talk down 
hatred that is being perpetuated. 

Baroness Garden of Frognal: My Lords, the life-changing referendum result indicates a 
nation which is less tolerant and less accepting of diversity. What dialogue is the Minister 
having with universities to ensure that a proper complaints procedure is in place so that 
anyone suffering from anti-Semitism knows exactly where they can go? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: As I said in a previous answer, the Minister for 
Universities and Science has specifically asked the Universities UK task force to 
consider some specific actions. One is improved collection of data about 
incidents, so we can make sure we understand the scale of the problem, and 
another concerns the importance of a complaints procedure that protects the 
identity of students who are fearful of coming forward. The task force is planning 
to provide a range of recommendations and actions to Ministers in the autumn. 
Universities UK is planning a national conference post-the publication of those 
recommendations, in November, so that there can be a full discussion of the 
issues that it has found in the evidence it is collecting. 

Lord Woolf: My Lords, I disclose an interest as patron of the Woolf Institute, which is 
devoted to improving interfaith relations, primarily between the Abrahamic faiths. I note 
the very clear answers that the Minister has given, for which I thank her, and note what is 
implicit in the questions asked by other noble Lords. But I would like to know whether she  
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agrees that, although Universities UK plays a very important role, it is also very important 
that the Government should show, in a material way, that they support what others are 
trying to do? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: I hope very much that my answers today show 
that the Government are taking this seriously. We asked Universities UK to set up 
this task force and will be listening very carefully to its recommendations. We want 
to see a tolerant environment where students can learn. We take the seriousness 
of this issue fully on board, and I hope I have shown today that the Government 
are indeed making it a priority. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-06-
27/debates/1606278000460/UniversitiesAnti-Semitism  
 
 

House of Commons Early Day Motion 

Stuart McDonald (256) Xenophobia and political discourse – That this House 
recognises the hugely positive contribution made by nationals of other countries, 
including other EU countries, to the UK's economy, society, communities and families; 
condemns the xenophobia, racism and hostility that many are encountering; believes that 
political discourse and rhetoric both during, and for many years prior to, the EU 
referendum has been a factor in legitimising and emboldening such xenophobia; calls on 
political parties to work together to combat xenophobia in all possible ways; and further 
calls for migration policy and debates to be based on evidence and honesty, rather than 
political expediency. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/246 
 
 

Charity Commission 

Public trust and confidence in charities 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/532104/Pu
blic_trust_and_confidence_in_charities_2016.pdf  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Equality and Human Rights Commission comments on racist incidents following 
EU referendum 
Reports that some individuals are hijacking the referendum result to promote racism, hate 
and division are extremely worrying and should be widely condemned. 
Britain has a strong and proud history of valuing diversity and challenging hatred and 
intolerance.  We have important laws to protect people from discrimination, harassment 
and hate crime. Those who breach the rights of others should be challenged and held to 
account, and hate incidents should be reported to the police.… 
We and our political leaders now need to pull together in the national interest to heal 
those divisions and unite the country against racism, hatred and intolerance. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/commission-comments-racist-
incidents-following-eu-referendum  

TOP 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: West Bank 
Kate Hollern [40391] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, if she 
will take steps to address demolitions by Israel of Palestinian homes and other structures 
in the West Bank. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK remains extremely concerned at the large increase in 
demolitions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories since the start of 2016, 
compared to the monthly average in 2015, and continues to raise this with the 
Israeli authorities. Demolitions and the evictions of Palestinians from their homes 
cause unnecessary suffering, are harmful to the peace process, and in all but the 
most exceptional of cases are contrary to international humanitarian law. The UK 
supports the Norwegian Refugee Council to provide legal aid to Palestinian 
communities that are at risk of displacement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-13/40391/  
 

Palestinians: Recognition of States 
Tom Brake [40778] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what the criteria are for the Government to recognise a Palestinian state. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK’s position on recognition of Palestine is that we will 
recognise a Palestinian state when we judge it can best help bring about peace. 
We continue to be one of the principal supporters of Palestinian state building 
efforts, assisting them to tackle poverty, build institutions and boost their 
economy. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-15/40778/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Overseas Aid 
Baroness Tonge [HL624] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to 
support Gaza and Gazan refugees in the light of warnings from the UN that Gaza will be 
uninhabitable by 2020. 

Baroness Verma: As part of its Bilateral Aid Review, DFID is in the process of 
agreeing future multi-year support for Palestinian development, which will include 
support for Gaza. This will include access for reconstruction materials, basic 
service delivery, support to the private sector and assistance for the most 
vulnerable. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-13/HL624/  
 

Palestinians: EU Aid 
Baroness Deech [HL641] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the 2013 Report of 
the European Court of Auditors EU Direct Financial Support to the Palestinian 
Authority said (1) that a number of civil servants in Gaza were being paid without going to 
work, and (2) that the EU was not using its leverage on the Palestinian Authority to 
promote reforms; and what assessment they have made of the EU allocation of 252.5 
million euros to the Palestinian Authority in 2016 through PEGASE. 

Baroness Verma: The European Court of Auditors report of the EU’s Direct 
Financial Support to the  Palestinian  Authority  assessed  the  European  External  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-13/40391/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-13/40391/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-15/40778/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-15/40778/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-13/HL624/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-13/HL624/
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Action Service’s and the European Commission’s management of the direct 
financial support provided through the PEGASE mechanism to the Palestinian 
Authority. The report is accessible in the public domain. 
The UK is supportive of the EU’s programme of financial assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority, which supports delivery of essential basic services to 
Palestinians and helps maintain the viability of the two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-13/HL641/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR13_14/SR13_14_EN.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General's remarks at press encounter with H.E. Mr. Reuven Rivlin, 
President of the State of Israel 
… Stabbings, shootings and bombings will not achieve anything because violence is 
never a solution.  
Such acts are precisely designed to breed fear and uncertainty.  They eat away at trust 
and hope, drive Palestinians and Israelis farther apart, and strip away a sense of 
empathy for one another.  
I must be equally clear that nearly 50 years of occupation has had a devastating impact 
on Palestinian lives, undermining the belief in a peaceful resolution to this conflict.  It also 
has not brought security for Israelis. 
Leaders on both sides need to urgently take concrete steps to restore hope and a 
political horizon so that the Israeli and Palestinian people see a pathway to peace, not a 
quagmire of recurring violence. …  
Mr. President, I also want to take this opportunity to recognize your leadership in the fight 
against intolerance and for inclusion. Your words and actions reflect your deep 
commitment to ensuring that all Israelis, of all backgrounds, are treated with dignity and 
respect. 
Mr. President, I count on your courage and leadership to take the bold actions that will 
establish a just, comprehensive and lasting peace for the people of Israel and Palestine. 
… 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=4599  
 
Secretary-General, at Tel Aviv University, Stresses ‘We the Peoples’ over ‘Us and 
Them’, Urging End to Occupation 
… The United Nations is drawing on the advice of Israeli organizations working to 
advance human rights, enhance disaster relief and expand opportunities for people with 
disabilities.  Two such non-governmental organizations — Zaka and Access Israel — 
have been granted special status at the United Nations.  And just this month, for the first 
time in history, the Permanent Representative of Israel, His Excellency Ambassador 
Danny Danon, was elected chair of one of the General Assembly’s six primary 
committees comprised of all Member States. … 
… do not allow the extremists on either side to further fuel the conflict.  Palestinian and 
Israeli leaders must stand firm against terror, violence and incitement.  We need 
innovative thinking and action to tear down the walls of mistrust.  I urge the “start-up 
nation” to help us all start up peace, start up understanding, start up reconciliation for a 
better world. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17884.doc.htm  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-13/HL641/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-13/HL641/
http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR13_14/SR13_14_EN.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=4599
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17884.doc.htm
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UN Human Rights Council 

Human Rights Council discusses human rights situation in Palestine and other 
occupied arab territories 
… Israel was not in the room to take the floor as a concerned country.  
State of Palestine … said that Israel continued to carry out assassinations, build 
settlements, and flagrantly violate international humanitarian law, among many other 
things.  The Palestinian people were prevented from exercising their right to self-
determination.  Those were serious violations of international law which were tantamount 
to war crimes. … 
delegations condemned impunity for the violations in the Occupied Palestinian and Arab 
Territories, where the use of armed force against civilians continued to be the rule.  The 
prolonged deprivation of basic human rights by the Palestinians not only disappointed but 
also let down the entire Human Rights Council … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20187&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

North Korea: Hezbollah 
Lord Alton of Liverpool [HL606] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of the 23 July 2014 ruling of the US District Court for the District of 
Columbia of "clear and convincing evidence" of the government of North Korea’s support 
for Hezbollah; and whether support for Hezbollah may fall under the proscriptions of the 
Terrorism Act 2000. 

Reply from Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of the ruling made by 
the US District Court for the District of Columbia in 2014. 
There is a substantial body of evidence that the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) supplies arms to customers worldwide. Its sale of arms and related 
material to countries already in the grip of conflict exploits and increases regional 
instability. UN Security Council Resolution 2270, adopted on 2 March 2016, 
contains a range of robust measures to tackle the DPRK’s proliferation networks. 
The UK proscribed Hizballah’s External Security Organisation in 2001, extending 
this in 2008 to include Hizballah’s Military Wing, namely the Jihad Council and all 
units reporting to it. However, the group is not proscribed in its entirety. The 
provisions of the Terrorism Act regarding support for proscribed organisations 
only apply to activity which has taken place in the UK. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-13/HL606/  
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Other Relevant Information 

UN Human Rights Council 

Human Rights Council discusses racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 
related forms of intolerance  
… Mutuma Ruteere, the Special Rapporteur on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia 
and related forms of intolerance … presented his second report on combatting the 
glorification of Nazism and neo-Nazism, and referred to reports of violence perpetrated 
against Roma, Muslims, Jews and other minorities and vulnerable groups, in which he 
expressed concerns about cyber-racism and hate propaganda through social media 
platforms, as well as about the proliferation of extremist groups in sports. … 
… speakers … expressed concern about new ugly forms of racism which were 
expanding in Western societies, such as racism, xenophobia and ridiculing of other 
religions, particularly Arabs and Muslims. … 
To read the full press releases see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20190&LangID=E 
and 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20195&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
** Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20190&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20195&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/
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Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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