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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Islam: Culture 
Andrew Rosindell [38374] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
assessment her Department has made of the potential link between the foreign-funded 
Islamic cultural centres in the UK and the Muslim Brotherhood; and if she will make a 
statement. 

Karen Bradley: HM Government does not collect information on the funding of 
religious institutions in the UK. If such institutions, in England and Wales, are 
registered charities with the Charity Commission and have an annual income of 
over £25,000, their accounts are made publically available on the charity’s entry 
on the Public Register of Charities, which is accessible from  
www.charitycommission.gov.uk  
In addition to the requirement to file accounts, the Charity Commission, as the 
charity regulator in England and Wales, can review and inspect the financial 
records of charities to ensure that their trustees comply with their duty to account. 
The Prime Minister last year commissioned a review into the funding of extremism 
in the UK. This will examine specifically the nature, scale and origin of Islamist 
extremist activity in the UK including any overseas sources. 
In December last year, the Prime Minister commented on the conclusions of the 
Muslim Brotherhood Review that was commissioned to improve the Government’s 
understanding of the Group. The Government will keep under review the views 
that are promoted and activities that are undertaken by Muslim Brotherhood 
associates in the UK. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-24/38374/  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Charitable Donations: Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL491] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take 
with the Charity Commission to prevent UK charitable giving to Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian  

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: The Charity Commission for England and 
Wales is the independent registrar and regulator of charities and is not subject to 
Ministerial direction or control. 
The Charity Commission publishes safer giving advice for members of the public 
to ensure their generous donations support legitimate charitable activities. The 
advice includes checking that the organisation is a registered charity and verifying 
further information on the Register of Charities. Any evidence of a registered 
charity funding illegal activities should be reported to the independent regulator as 
a matter of priority. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL491/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO statement on settlements in East Jerusalem 
A Foreign Office spokesman said:  We are concerned by the Jerusalem municipality’s 
decision to issue a permit for a new four storey building in Silwan, East Jerusalem. This 
is part of a worrying trend in the area, where the settler population is growing while 
Palestinian residents are being displaced by evictions and demolitions. 
We are also concerned by the recent Israeli Government approval of an additional £12m 
of funding for settlements, which sends a worrying message. Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, are illegal under international law, present an 
obstacle to peace and take us further away from a two-state solution. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-statement-on-settlements-in-east-jerusalem  
 
 

European Parliament 

Israeli President calls on MEPs to help build trust in the Middle East 
“The elected Israeli leadership has been and is in support of two states for two peoples 
solution”, President of the State of Israel Reuven Rivlin, told MEPs on Wednesday. 
However “at this time, a permanent agreement for peace between us and Palestinians 
cannot be achieved”, he added, calling on EU to help build trust between the parties. 
President Rivlin stressed that the political and regional circumstances which would 
enable Israel and Palestine to reach a permanent agreement “are failing to materialise.” 
Among other things, a total lack of trust between the leaderships and the people is to 
blame, he explained. 
“Help us step forward” in building trust, investing in joint Israeli-Palestinian ventures, 
developing the Palestinian economy, and educating people, he asked MEPs, 
acknowledging the European Parliament’s efforts to bring the two sides together by 
welcoming the Israeli and Palestinian presidents to the same plenary session. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160622IPR33210/Israeli-
President-calls-on-MEPs-to-help-build-trust-in-the-Middle-East  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Handbook on European law relating to access to justice 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-ecthr-2016-handbook-on-access-to-
justice_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
** Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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