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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly Debate 

Animal Cruelty 
12.30  Mr Beattie: … We in the Ulster Unionist Party also believe that there are other 
things we can do to help the legislation, such as … to improve welfare at 
slaughterhouses.  
We talk a lot of fluffy animals and see a lot of them on the television — cats and dogs — 
and people talk about cruelty to them, but the cruelty to some of our animals that go to 
slaughter is just as bad. We believe that every animal should be stunned before 
slaughter. We are open to everybody's religious views and practices, but that is the most 
humane way to do it, and we think we should ensure that all animals are stunned. … 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/06/21&docID=2
67426#2187726  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Baroness Deech [HL411] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Verma on 11 May (HL8116), whether the Deloitte auditors who 
determine the eligible Palestinian beneficiaries under the PEGASE mechanism are 
regulated by any British regulator. 
Baroness Deech [HL412] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Verma on 25 April (HL7413), whether the independent auditor of 
UK payments to the Palestinian Authority that are channelled through a trust fund 
administered by the World Bank is regulated by any British regulator. 

Baroness Verma: Deloitte is a registered audit firm that employs certified public 
accountants who conduct their assignment in compliance with the International 
Federation of Accountants (IFAC) standards. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL411/ 
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/06/21&docID=267426#2187726
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/06/21&docID=267426#2187726
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL411/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL411/
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and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL412/  
 

Written Answer HL8116 referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/ 
 

Written Answer HL7413 referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7413/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Baroness Deech [HL413] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Verma on 11 May (HL8116), what is their assessment of the view 
expressed in section 4.1.1 of the Overseas Development Institute’s Final Report of 
November 2015 Evaluative Review of the Statebuilding Grant and the Palestinian 
Governance Facility—DFID Palestinian programme that "the manner in which DFID’s 
funds are demonstrated to have only paid the salaries of PEGASE-approved employees 
is of questionable efficacy", and the "accounting exercise" "undertaken ex post to show 
that DFID funds are less than the outstanding amount needed to fund salaries of 
PEGASE-approved PA employees" "is of questionable robustness, as this kind of 
notional earmarking provides few fiduciary assurances." 

Baroness Verma: UK direct financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is 
used for the sole purpose of paying the salaries of civil servants responsible for 
providing essential services. Our support is provided through a multi-donor trust 
fund administered by the World Bank, which carries out close monitoring of PA 
expenditure. Only named civil servants from a pre-approved EU list are eligible, 
and the vetting process ensures that our funds do not benefit terrorist groups. The 
process is subject to independent auditing, which is regularly reviewed and 
strengthened accordingly. 
As the ODI report itself makes clear, UK support to the PA is delivering real 
results, improving lives and is instrumental in preventing economic collapse and 
violent escalation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL413/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/ 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/501216/Ev
aluation-Statebuilding-Grant-Palestinian-Gov-Facility.pdf  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Baroness Deech [HL414] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Verma on 11 May (HL8117) what assessment they have made of 
paragraph 27 of the Third Report of the House of Commons International Development 
Committee The UK’s Development Work in the Occupied Palestinian Territories which 
states "We are nevertheless concerned that DFID is not taking adequate measures to 
prevent its funds from being misused. Given the scale of the operation, with 85,000 civil 
servants being paid with UK money, there is a serious risk of abuse. We do not regard a 
six-monthly audit as an adequate protection to secure the integrity of UK aid money." 

Baroness Verma: We investigate thoroughly any claims that UK funds are 
misused. UK aid to the PA is subject to rigorous scrutiny, with safeguards in place 
to ensure its being used for proper development purposes. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL412/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL412/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/501216/Evaluation-Statebuilding-Grant-Palestinian-Gov-Facility.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/501216/Evaluation-Statebuilding-Grant-Palestinian-Gov-Facility.pdf
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UK support to the PA funds named civil servants from a pre-approved EU list only. 
The EU PEGASE mechanism is used to earmark funds to payment of vetted PA 
civil servants and pensioners. The list of approved recipients is subject to a vetting 
process that includes screening against international and ad hoc sanctions lists. 
The screening covers over 20 different risk categories, including terrorism 
financing and is updated daily. 
The EU PEGASE mechanism is independently audited, as is UK direct financial 
assistance to the PA. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL414/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8117/ 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmintdev/565/565.pdf  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Baroness Deech [HL415] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Verma on 12 May (HL8117), what assessment they have made of 
paragraph 29 of the Third Report of the House of Commons International Development 
Committee The UK’s Development Work in the Occupied Palestinian Territories which 
states "We are also extremely concerned about the PA’s policy of paying salaries to the 
families of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. While appreciating it is a sensitive issue, 
issuing payments to families based on the length of jail terms, rather than need, is a 
political and not a welfare decision and thus unacceptable. In addition, while the British 
Government maintains that no UK money supports this activity, UK aid payments fund 
the payment of PA civil servants. It could therefore be said with some justification that 
this payment of UK funds enables the PA to release alternative funds which allow these 
payments to continue.". 

Baroness Verma: The UK provides financial support to the PA because we want 
to help deliver peace and support progress towards a two state solution, which is 
the only way to secure a prosperous and peaceful future for Israelis and 
Palestinians alike. The UK support to the PA funds named civil servants from a 
pre-approved EU list only. The EU PEGASE mechanism is used to earmark funds 
to payment of vetted PA civil servants and pensioners. The list of approved 
recipients is subject to a vetting process that includes screening against 
international and ad hoc sanctions lists. The screening covers over 20 different 
risk categories, including terrorism financing and is updated daily. The EU 
PEGASE mechanism is independently audited, as is UK direct financial 
assistance to the PA. 
As the Committee noted, prisoners are a sensitive political issue on both sides of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Payments to Palestinian prisoners are made by the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO), which has full administrative control for 
the monthly payments that are provided to prisoners’ families and dependants. 
The UK has consistently raised prisoner payments at the highest levels with the 
Palestinian authorities and continues to urge that these payments are more 
transparent, needs-based and affordable. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL415/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8117/ 
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8117/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmintdev/565/565.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL415/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-06/HL415/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8117/
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The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmintdev/565/565.pdf  
 
 

European Council 

Council conclusions on the Middle East Peace process 
1. … the EU continues to work with its Israeli and Palestinian counterparts, all other 
relevant stakeholders in the region and beyond, towards a two-state solution. Both 
parties to the conflict need to demonstrate, through policies and actions, a genuine 
commitment to a peaceful solution … 
3. The EU is determined, alongside other international and regional partners, to bring a 
concrete and substantial contribution to a global set of incentives for the parties to make 
peace with a view to an international conference planned to be held before the end of the 
year. To that end, the Council invites the Commission and the EEAS to present 
proposals, including on economic incentives, without delay. The Council also reaffirms 
the European proposal, as endorsed in the Council Conclusions of December 2013, of an 
unprecedented package of political, economic and security support to be offered to and 
developed with both parties in the context of a final status agreement. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/20-fac-conclusions-
mepp/?utm_source=dsms-
auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Council%20conclusions%20on%20the%20Mi
ddle%20East%20Peace%20process 
 
Remarks by President Donald Tusk following his meeting with President of Israel 
Reuven Rivlin 
… the European Union and Israel are strong partners. We share many values and 
cooperate closely across many areas. Together we have built the most highly developed 
relationship that the European Union enjoys in the region. 
We spoke about ways to strengthen further our relationship, including the new European 
Neighbourhood Policy. We agreed that the European Union and Israel will identify jointly 
partnership priorities to give even greater focus to our cooperation. 
We also discussed how best to protect Israeli and European citizens against terrorism. …  
I expressed again my condolences for the victims of the recent attack in Tel Aviv. I also 
welcomed Israel's offer to deepen our cooperation on counter-terrorism, including by re-
launching our dialogue in this area later this year. Terrorism can only be defeated if we 
face it together. 
President Rivlin and I also discussed how we could work together to help prevent further 
instability in our shared neighbourhood. … 
The European Union will continue to provide assistance to Palestinians living in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, to enable them to meet their basic humanitarian and development 
needs. I welcome the temporary freeze in demolitions of Palestinian property announced 
by Israel for the month of Ramadan. We hope this freeze can become a basis for a more 
permanent solution … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/21-tusk-meeting-
president-israel-rivlin/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmintdev/565/565.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/20-fac-conclusions-mepp/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Council%20conclusions%20on%20the%20Middle%20East%20Peace%20process
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/20-fac-conclusions-mepp/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Council%20conclusions%20on%20the%20Middle%20East%20Peace%20process
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/20-fac-conclusions-mepp/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Council%20conclusions%20on%20the%20Middle%20East%20Peace%20process
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/20-fac-conclusions-mepp/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Council%20conclusions%20on%20the%20Middle%20East%20Peace%20process
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/21-tusk-meeting-president-israel-rivlin/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/21-tusk-meeting-president-israel-rivlin/
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United Nations 

Geneva to Host ‘Peace Is Possible — Frameworks for a Way Forward’ Conference 
in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace, 29-30 June 
… Experienced peace negotiators, international experts including from Israel and the 
State of Palestine, as well as from the United Nations, civil society and academics, will 
gather at the Palais des Nations to discuss lessons learned from past initiatives related to 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process and assess recent initiatives by key actors.  The 
Conference intends to promote a discussion of new ideas for a lasting solution to the 
conflict. … 
A live stream will be available at http://bit.ly/1USTN4H … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1373.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians: Lebanon 
Lord Judd [HL554] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the recent survey by the American University of Beirut and UNRWA on the 
socioeconomic status of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon; and what bilateral and 
multilateral action they are taking to meet the challenges identified by that survey. 

Baroness Verma: The UK Government is aware of the survey by the American 
University of Beirut and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). 
DFID staff attended the survey’s launch event and have noted its findings. 
The UK is a long-term supporter of UNRWA, including in Lebanon, providing over 
£60 million in 2015/16 and remaining the third largest donor to the UNRWA 
General Fund. We also provided £12m in total to UNRWA in Lebanon through the 
2015 and 2016 Syria Emergency Appeals, and £1.9m this year through the UK 
Conflict Stability and Security Fund, supporting Palestinian youth with vocational 
and English skills training and job placement. 
DFID has also committed to spending up to £40m a year on education in 
Lebanon, with a major programming element aimed at providing non-formal 
education to the most vulnerable children and youth, including Palestinians. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-08/HL554/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 

http://bit.ly/1USTN4H
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1373.doc.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-08/HL554/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-08/HL554/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
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Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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