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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL234] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the destruction of crops and olive trees 
on Palestinian-owned agricultural lands near Nejehot settlement by Israeli forces. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of the difficulties facing Palestinian 
olive growers and of the particular sensitivities around olive trees given their 
status as a national symbol and the sole source of income for many Palestinian 
farmers. We have expressed our serious concerns to the Israeli Government and 
security officials about the destruction of olive trees on a number of occasions, 
whether by the Israeli authorities or extremist settlers. We hold the Israeli 
authorities responsible for enforcing the rule of law and providing the appropriate 
protection to the Palestinian civilian population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL234/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL235] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel concerning the banning of two Palestinians from 
accessing Al Aqsa Mosque on the grounds of their having been involved in protests 
against the entry of Israeli settlers to the site. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Whilst we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, it is vital that the longstanding status quo of the Temple 
Mount/Haram al Sharif compound be preserved and we urge the Israeli authorities 
to comply with their obligations under international law as an occupying power in 
East Jerusalem. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL235/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL236] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding the closure of all commercial crossings 
in the West Bank on 11 and 12 May, preventing permit holders from accessing Israel or 
East Jerusalem because of Israel’s Commemoration and Independence Day. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns:    While   we   are   not   planning   to   make   any  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL234/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL234/
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representations to the Israeli authorities on these specific incidents, we remain 
deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of movement between the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. We continue to work closely with the Quartet and EU 
partners to call on Israel to ease access restrictions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL236/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Baroness Tonge [HL237] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding the demolition by Israeli forces on 16 
May of seven donor-funded residential containers and the confiscation of materials for 
another three in the Palestinian Bedouin community of Jabal al Baba. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We condemn the demolition of Bedouin homes at 
Jabal Al-Baba, which is a particularly vulnerable community in East Jerusalem. 
We have not specifically raised this issue, but we are extremely concerned at the 
large increase in demolitions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories since the start 
of 2016, compared to the monthly average in 2015. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv 
raises our concerns about demolitions regularly with the Israeli authorities, most 
recently on 15 May. We call on Israel to provide a legal route for Palestinians to 
obtain building permits. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL237/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL238] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding the targeting of Palestinian fishermen in 
the Gaza strip, including the sinking and confiscation of fishing boats on 15 May north of 
the Gaza strip. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Whilst we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Government of Israel, officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have expressed 
our concern previously over the Israel Defence Forces' use of live fire against 
fishermen and also about the confiscation of their boats. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL238/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Shami Chakrabarti Inquiry into antisemitism and other forms of racism, including 
islamophobia, within the Labour Party (closing date 10 June 2016) 
http://www.labour.org.uk/index.php/chakrabarti 
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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