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Holocaust 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK statement on Iranian cartoon competition 
A Foreign Office spokeswoman said: The UK condemns any activities aimed at denying 
the reality of the Holocaust, wherever they occur in the world. British officials in Iran have 
raised our strong objections to the cartoon competition which is being held there. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-statement-on-iranian-cartoon-competition  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: EU External Relations 
Baroness Tonge [HL62] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the violations 
of the conditions of the EU Association Agreement by the government of Israel, what 
discussions they have had with other members of the EU, and the EU institutions, 
concerning the suspension of that agreement. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The EU Association Agreement provides an 
important framework to discuss the EU’s human rights concerns, and we work 
with the EU and Israel to address these. The EU regularly raises its concerns with 
Israel in meetings at all levels through the structures of the Association 
Agreement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL62/  
 

Israel: Land Mines 
Baroness Tonge [HL63] To ask Her Majesty’s Government in the light of the news that 
the HALO Trust has been granted approval to clear mines around the site of the baptism 
of Christ, what representations they plan to make to the government of Israel about 
clearing mines along the River Jordan that were laid during the 1967 war. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We welcome the HALO Trust's work in the West 
Bank and are pleased that the UK has provided support to this. We will continue 
to liaise with Israeli  and  Palestinian  authorities  on  these  activities.  The  British  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-statement-on-iranian-cartoon-competition
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL62/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL62/


 2 

 

Government has not lobbied the Israeli government to clear mines laid in 1967 
along the rest of Jordan River. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL63/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL64] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to 
participate in the initiative of the government of France for ending the conflict in Israel 
and Palestine. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We will continue to work closely with the French 
government to ensure that their initiative makes a constructive contribution that 
encourages the parties to resume negotiations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL64/  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL65] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they plan to take, 
in the light of the recent deaths caused by the electricity crisis in Gaza, to (1) initiate 
discussions with other EU member states to end import restrictions, (2) assess the 
humanitarian situation first-hand, and (3) put forward a plan of action to rehouse citizens 
of Gaza who are forced to move owing to pollution. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are concerned by the electricity shortage in 
Gaza and the serious impact it is having on the humanitarian situation. We, and 
the EU, regularly raise Gaza’s energy and the need to ease movement and 
access restrictions with the Israeli authorities. Our staff who visit and work in Gaza 
assess the humanitarian situation frequently. We have not put forward a plan 
rehouse citizens of Gaza who are forced to move owing to pollution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL65/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL66] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the firing of tear gas canisters at 
journalists in front of Ofer Prison. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this issue with the 
Government of Israel. However, the UK has repeatedly made clear to Israel our 
longstanding concerns about the manner in which the Israeli Defence Forces 
police non-violent protests. We are clear that protection of the freedom of the 
media is an important part of respecting human rights. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL66/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL67] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the firing of live bullets at Palestinians 
protesting against the Israeli incursion in al-Azza refugee camp, which wounded one 
protester. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations to 
the Israeli authorities on this issue, we have an ongoing dialogue with the Israeli 
authorities about the Israel Defence Forces' use of live fire. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL67/  
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL141] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of video 
evidence of the killing of a wounded Palestinian in Hebron, what discussions they have 
had with EU partners concerning the accused soldier’s charge being reduced to 
manslaughter. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this case with EU partners. 
We note that the Israeli Defence Forces have investigated and understand that 
trial proceedings started on Monday 9 May. The UK is deeply concerned by the 
terrible human cost, to both sides, of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We 
are concerned by the use of force by Israeli security personnel in response to 
protests and security incidents and we regularly raise these concerns with the 
Israeli government, stressing the need for proportionality and proper 
accountability. We make clear that every effort should be made to exclude the use 
of live fire. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-19/HL141/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL142] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel following reports from Physicians for Human 
Rights in Israel that wounded Palestinians have been deliberately left untreated by Israeli 
medical orderlies for as long as two hours. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made representations to the 
Government of Israel about this particular issue, we have concerns about 
treatment of Palestinian detainees. We have raised these concerns with the Israeli 
authorities on many occasions, including at Foreign Minister, Attorney General 
and National Security Adviser levels. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly monitors 
this issue and meets with Physicians for Human Rights in Israel (PHRI). Our 
Ambassador in Tel Aviv met a group of Israeli civil society organisations, including 
PHRI, on 3 February. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-19/HL142/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL143] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding its decision to refuse to renew permits 
for Palestinian stone quarries on private land in Area C, while approving permits for 11 
quarries under Israeli ownership in the same area. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not discussed this specific issue 
with the Israeli authorities, we remain concerned about the restrictions the Israel’s 
planning system places on Palestinian communities. We regularly call on the 
Israeli authorities to offer an accessible legal route to construction for Palestinian 
communities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-19/HL143/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Racism and religious discrimination (closing date 31 May 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-
group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/  
 
Shami Chakrabarti Inquiry into antisemitism and other forms of racism, including 
islamophobia, within the Labour Party (closing date 10 June 2016) 
http://www.labour.org.uk/index.php/chakrabarti 
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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