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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Voluntary Sector: Faith Organisations 
col 321  Fiona Bruce: … Christians possess a rich heritage of social reform and 
charitable care which is alive today. … 
I can confidently say that most of these services are provided without public funding. 
Where public funding is obtained, the value for money is outstanding. To speak for a 
moment in monetary terms, a recent report by the Cinnamon Network, the “Cinnamon 
Faith Action Audit”, estimates that collectively, the Church provides over £3 billion of 
social support to UK society. It also found that faith groups deliver 220,000 social action 
projects, serve 48 million beneficiaries, and mobilise 2 million volunteers. … 
col 323  Local authorities, however, would do well to improve their understanding of what 
faith groups do and the way that they work. … Local authorities have been concerned 
about, for want of a better word, the “motivation” of faith groups, while faith groups 
themselves often have a limited understand of how local government works and the 
language required to engage with it. 
Guidance from central Government on how to improve these relations and how to 
improve religious literacy on the part of all of us working in our local communities would 
be helpful. … 
col 324  Faith groups do not expect funding for what is often called “proselytisation”, but 
they do ask to be free to be open about their beliefs and values. If, for example, a 
conversation starts naturally during voluntary work, it is not unreasonable to be allowed 
to continue it, particularly if it was initiated by those who are being helped. It is, after all, 
their faith that motivates religious people to work in their local communities in the first 
place. An approach should be adopted that allows faith groups to be open about their 
beliefs and values and the practices they encourage rather than promoting a privatisation 
of belief. …  
col 325  A great many organisations and volunteers are concerned about a proposal, on 
which consultation took place a few months ago, for Ofsted inspectors to regulate and 
inspect out-of-school activities among young people that take up more than six hours a 
week. … It is proposed that if members of a Christian youth group engage in sport or 
games on one day a week, or meet on one evening a week and, perhaps, on Sundays to 
discuss their faith, Ofsted inspectors can visit them to establish whether their activities 
are compatible with a list of British values drawn up by the Government to find out 
whether   they  are  extremist.  …  I  submit  that  there  is  nothing  less  British  than  the  
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Government restricting the expression of religious faith based on an arbitrary set of 
values drawn up in Whitehall. … 

 

col 327  Stephen Timms: … There is undoubtedly a new movement of faith-based social 
activism in Britain today. Its significance has not yet been fully understood or 
acknowledged, but at a time when some people argue that religious faith is on the way 
out, there is no doubt that the movement is making a growing and immensely positive 
contribution to our society. …  
col 329  Council officers frequently find it quite difficult to deal with faith. They are 
nervous that, if they deal with one faith group, they will find themselves, in fairness, 
having to deal with all the others, and who knows what that might amount to. They are a 
bit uneasy anyway that the people involved in these groups may be a little bit out of the 
ordinary. It just feels to them like quite dangerous territory, which it is probably easier to 
avoid altogether. …  
More substantially, local authorities are nervous that if they were to commission services 
from faith groups, one of two things would be likely to go wrong—either that public funds 
would be used to try to convert people rather than to deliver the service, or that there 
would be bias in delivering the service in favour of members of that faith group. The 
evidence—in so far as there is evidence—is that neither of those things happens in 
practice. …  
col 332  I  want to read part of a newspaper article that appeared some time ago. It was 
written by Neal Lawson of the think-tank Compass … “Religious communities are among 
the increasingly few places that bring people together as citizens rather than as 
consumers … For me, as an atheist and a full-time politico, this is unsettling…I am a 
secularist and believe in the disestablishment of church and state—in particular, I want to 
see the end of faith schools. And, of course, religion has been the cause of terrible 
deeds—although none perhaps in recent years as abhorrent as those of atheists. But in 
words and deeds, in the world I see around me, the positive role faith plays far outweighs 
the negatives.” …  

 

col 336  Steve Double:  … There is no doubt that faith-based organisations play a very 
significant role in our local communities up and down the country. The vast majority of 
those involved are volunteers, who freely give their time, their talent, their energy, their 
love and, very often, their money for the good of other people. …  
col 337  It is also pleasing that we have a Prime Minister who is not afraid to 
acknowledge the work of the Church and other faith groups in our country. It is pleasing 
to hear him stand up in this House and declare that we are a Christian nation, and that it 
is our Christian heritage and the values it has given to our country that have made us the 
great country that we indeed are. …  

 

col 340  Anna Turley:  … Faith has driven much of the social progress of British society. 
Faith organisations continue to be a source of energy, new ideas and passion in civic 
society today. …  
col 341  many faith groups feel there is a reluctance by local authorities and others to 
commission services from faith-based providers. Conversely, many local authorities and 
commissioners have important concerns, which cannot be ignored, over the use of public 
funds to support faith-based services. It is vital that we try to tackle any misconceptions 
that exist. There can be a perception that potential users could be excluded on grounds 
such as religious belief, or that support is founded on outdated views of faith-based 
morality. However, Dr Sarah Johnsen’s in-depth study at the University of York in 2009 
concluded that there was no evidence that faith-based organisations used public funds to 
propagate religion, or exclude potential users on grounds of religious belief or sexual 
orientation. …  

 

col 342  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (James Wharton): … Faith … can be the thing that inspires us when we 
strive to achieve, to do more, and to change the world and the circumstances around us. 
It can be the thing that consoles us when we are at our lowest ebb.  It  is  interwoven into  
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the history of our great country and throughout our society. …  
Faith organisations represent a huge part of our charitable and voluntary sector. There 
are nearly 50,000 faith-based charities; 27% of the charities registered in this country are 
faith-based …  
col 345   I hope that I have already made clear the Government’s support for faith 
organisations, but I will restate it for the avoidance of any doubt. Like the Prime Minister, 
and like many Members who have spoken in the debate, I recognise—the Government 
recognise—the important contribution that faith makes to our society and the incredible 
value that it adds to our country. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-
05/debates/160505103000001/VoluntarySectorFaithOrganisations  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

King's College London: Antisemitism 
Robert Jenrick [36143] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, whether he has had discussions with university vice chancellors on the reported 
anti-Semitic incident at King's College London on 19 January 2016; and whether any 
people have been prosecuted for their connection with that incident. 

Joseph Johnson: There is no place in our society, including higher education, for 
bigotry, hatred and any form of racism such as anti-Semitism. We expect 
universities to act swiftly to investigate and address any anti-Semitic incidents 
reported to them. Responsibility for ensuring students do not face harassment, 
abuse or violence rests with individual institutions, as a clear part of their duties 
under the 2010 Equality Act. 
In November I asked Universities UK to set up a task force to consider what more 
can be done to address harassment on campus, including on the basis of religion 
and belief. The Union of Jewish Students are part of the advisory group. 
In relation to the event organised by the Kings College Israel Society, officials in 
my Department and in the Higher Education Funding Council for England asked 
Kings College what action they had taken in response, and I have met with the 
Principal to discuss this incident. It is completely unacceptable for legitimate free 
speech to be shut down on our universities campuses through intimidation and 
harassment and we will continue to fully support university leaders who take a 
strong stance on this. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-29/36143/  
 

Community Relations 
Karl McCartney [904799] To ask the right hon. Member for Meriden, representing the 
Church Commissioners, what progress has been made on the Near Neighbours 
programme. 

Caroline Spelman: The Church Commissioners welcome the Government’s 
recent announcement of a further £1.5 million for the Near Neighbours 
programme, which is administered by the Church Urban Fund. This third round of 
funding for Near Neighbours will help it build on its successful track record of 
delivering projects up and down the country to transform local areas by 
strengthening relationships between those of different religious and ethnic 
backgrounds on issues of shared concern. 
The Near Neighbours programme has offered small grants between £250 and 
£5,000, providing seed capital for local groups and organisations who are working 
to bring together neighbours, to develop relationships across diverse faiths and 
ethnicities in order  to  improve  their  communities.  The Near  Neighbours  grants  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-05/debates/160505103000001/VoluntarySectorFaithOrganisations
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-05/debates/160505103000001/VoluntarySectorFaithOrganisations
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-29/36143/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-29/36143/
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fund has so far awarded seed capital worth £3.66m to over 1,120 projects. These 
projects have impacted the lives of 941,000 people and 71% of projects have 
continued to run after the initial seed capital was spent. All Near Neighbours 
projects are designed to change hearts and minds by bringing together different 
communities within a neighbourhood so that they can work together on issues of 
shared concern and common values. 
More information on Near Neighbours can be found on its website 
at: https://www.cuf.org.uk/how-we-help/near-neighbours 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/904799/  
 
 

Department of Health 

Reforming death certification: Introducing scrutiny by Medical Examiners – Lessons 
from the pilots of the reforms set out in the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/521226/De
ath_certificate_reforms_pilots_-_report_A.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UN Office of the high Commissioner for Human Rights 

Committee against torture considers report of Israel 
The Committee against Torture … concluded its consideration of the fifth periodic report 
of Israel on the measures taken to implement the provisions of the Convention against 
Torture.   
Eviatar Manor, Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations Office at 
Geneva, said Israel placed great importance on the respect of human 
rights.  Fundamental human rights protections were afforded to every individual and 
Israel’s courts were both empowered and willing to intervene and impact public 
policy.  Israel’s ratification of seven core United Nations human rights conventions 
reflected its strong commitment. 
Roy Schondorf, Deputy Attorney General for International Law at the Ministry of Justice 
of Israel, said that in 2010, the Government had established an independent public 
commission mandated to assess whether the existing mechanisms for investigating 
alleged violations of the laws of armed conflict met Israel’s obligations under international 
law.  Subsequent to its recommendations, a review team had been established, which 
had in turn prepared a report, currently being considered by the authorities.  … 
… Committee Experts raised numerous questions on the excessive use of force by Israeli 
security forces, especially against Palestinian minors, and wanted to hear more about 
conditions under which detainees were held and interrogated.  … Experts also wanted to 
know about the use of solitary confinement, the treatment of detainees or prisoners on 
hunger strike, and the rehabilitation of victims of torture and ill-treatment.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19925&LangID=E  
 
End of mission statement of the UN Special Committee to Investigate Israeli 
Practices 
… A large number of civil society organizations made representations about the 
escalation  of  violence  that  began  in  October  2015  in  the  West Bank, including East  
 

https://www.cuf.org.uk/how-we-help/near-neighbours
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/904799/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/904799/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/521226/Death_certificate_reforms_pilots_-_report_A.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/521226/Death_certificate_reforms_pilots_-_report_A.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19925&LangID=E
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Jerusalem. The Committee was briefed that during the escalation, several Palestinians 
have been killed during or after attacks on Israeli civilians or members of the security 
forces. Testimonies presented before the Special Committee in the form of videos, and 
oral and written submissions showed that in many cases the Israeli security forces have 
used disproportionate force, in some instances leading to possible extra-judicial 
executions. 
A related concern that was presented before the Committee is the lack of systematic 
investigation into cases of apparent excessive use of force by Israeli security forces. … 
Against this backdrop, and the lack of progress made on accountability in relation to the 
2014 Gaza escalation, fears were expressed about what was described as, “the faulty 
justice system” in Israel, and the dilemma faced by some non-governmental 
organisations on whether or not to approach the existing Israeli justice system, civil or 
military, for redress. … 
The Committee noted with particular concern video footage of Israeli security forces 
blocking ambulances from reaching injured Palestinians in the West Bank, and at times 
attacking Palestinian medical personnel arriving on the scene of an incident to provide 
first aid … 
The Committee was further concerned to learn that around 70 dead bodies of 
Palestinians who were killed, since October 2015, in the context of alleged attacks on 
Israeli civilians or security forces were held by Israel for many weeks and months, 
denying the families a proper and dignified closure.… It was brought to the attention of 
the Committee that the bodies returned to the families are often disfigured, sometimes 
beyond recognition, denying the families the right to accord, with dignity, final religious 
rites. … 
According to testimonies received by the Special Committee, Israeli authorities maintain 
a coercive environment as part of efforts to consolidate control of Area C in the West 
Bank. Representations made to the Committee expressed concerns over settler violence, 
and the demolition of Palestinian homes and structures. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19926&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

President Juncker appoints the first Special Envoy for the promotion of freedom of 
religion or belief outside the European Union 
… President Jean-Claude Juncker announced his decision to appoint Mr Ján Figeľ 
(former European Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Youth from 2004-
2009) as the first Special Envoy for the promotion of freedom of religion or belief outside 
the European Union. Mr Figeľ assumes this new role as of today for an initial mandate of 
one year.  President Juncker said: "Freedom of religion or belief is a fundamental right 
which is part of the foundation of the European Union. The persistent persecution of 
religious and ethnic minorities makes protecting and promoting this freedom inside and 
outside the EU all the more essential. I trust that Ján Figeľ, our Special Envoy, will help 
us in this endeavour, sharpening our focus and ensuring that this important issue gets 
the attention it deserves". … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1670_en.htm?locale=en  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Farm Produce (Labelling Requirements) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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