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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Business of the House 

col 1556  Chris Bryant: … As Passover ends on Saturday, let me say again as clearly 
as I possibly can that anti-Semitism is wrong—full stop, end of story. I am sick and tired 
of people trying to explain it away—and, yes, I am talking to you, Ken Livingstone. Of 
course the illegal settlements are wrong and the Palestinians deserve a better deal. Of 
course, too, rocket attacks on Jewish kibbutzim are wrong, and Hamas and Hezbollah 
must acknowledge the right of Israel to exist. I was taught to judge people not according 
to the colour of their skin, their race, their religion, their gender or their sexuality, but 
according to the strength of their character. … 

 

col 1557  Chris Grayling: … Let me now return to the question of anti-Semitism, and pay 
a personal tribute to the hon. Gentleman. When it comes to this issue, his has been a 
voice of reason, sanity and common sense in the Labour party, and he deserves credit 
for that. However, I wish that all his colleagues saw things in the same way. What he said 
about Ken Livingstone was absolutely right. Ken Livingstone’s comments yesterday, 
suggesting that the matters that were at the heart of yesterday’s controversy were not 
anti-Semitic, were disgraceful. I do not understand —as, indeed, many Labour Members 
do not understand—how Ken Livingstone can still be a member of the Labour party 
today. He should be suspended from the party for the things that he said. I also think, 
however, that there has been some naivety on the Labour Benches this morning. …  
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-
28/debates/16042846000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042846000275 
 

col 1570  Stewart McDonald: The Jewish community has a history with Scotland going 
back beyond 200 years. I know that Members of this House will want to send a message 
that we value the Jewish community and the contribution it has made not just in Scotland 
but across the United Kingdom. With that in mind, and given this week’s events, may we 
have a debate on the valuable contribution that the Jewish community has made to civil 
society in this country and, equally important, on how we root out anti-Semitism in this 
country’s political discourse? 

 

Chris Grayling: The hon. Gentleman makes an important point, whose sentiments will 
be shared across most of this House. We have heard some important contributions on 
the subject today. It might also be appropriate to say that this is not just about anti-
Semitism; it is also about Islamophobia and prejudice against other groups in our society. 
There is no place in our society for racial prejudice. It should not be tolerated and we 
should unreservedly condemn it whenever we find it. … 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-28/debates/16042846000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042846000275
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-28/debates/16042846000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042846000275
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Roger Godsiff [35490] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 25 April 2016 to Question 34839, on what date the UK 
Embassy in Tel Aviv last raised the issue of demolitions with the Israeli government; and 
whether the specific question of the villages of Susiya and Um Al Hiran was raised with 
the government of Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv most recently raised concerns with the 
Israeli Government over the increase in demolitions in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories on 21 April 2016. We did not specifically raise Susiya, or Bedouin 
villages such as Umm al-Hiran in southern Israel at this time. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35490/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: Nuclear Weapons 
Baroness Tonge [HL7906] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning its possession of nuclear weapons 
and the admission of inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have regular discussions with the 
Government of Israel on a wide range of nuclear-related issues. Israel has not 
declared a nuclear weapons programme. 
Israel does have a facility-specific safeguards agreement in place with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The agreement applies to a single 
facility in Israel, which is the Soreq Nuclear Research Reactor. The facility is 
inspected by the IAEA to ensure that it is not used for weapons purposes. We 
continue to call on Israel to upgrade this arrangement to a full scope 
Comprehensive Safeguards agreement with the IAEA. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7906/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-28/debates/16042846000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042846000382
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-28/debates/16042846000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042846000382
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35490/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35490/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7906/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7906/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Farm Produce (Labelling Requirements) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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