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Israel 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister's statement on the death of Shimon Peres 
Prime Minister Theresa May said: I am deeply saddened to hear that Shimon Peres has 
died. He was a visionary and courageous statesman, who worked relentlessly for peace 
and never lost hope that this would one day be achievable. He was a truly deserving 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 
My thoughts go out to the Israeli people and the family of Shimon Peres as they mourn 
the loss of a beloved father and compatriot – a great man who epitomised optimism and 
a belief that by working together we can build a brighter future for generations to come. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-ministers-statement-on-the-death-of-shimon-
peres  
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary statement following the death of former Israeli President Shimon 
Peres 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said: I am deeply saddened to hear of the death of one 
of the great leaders of our time, Shimon Peres. 
In my last conversation with him he told me that “pessimists and optimists pass away the 
same way. But if you leave as an optimist you have had a better life.” He certainly had a 
better life and throughout his long and distinguished career he was a towering figure in 
Israel and around the world. He was a man of action but also one of peace and we 
should remember his tireless efforts to secure a lasting peace for the Middle East. 
My deepest sympathies are with his family and the people of Israel at this time of 
mourning. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-following-the-death-of-
former-israeli-president-shimon-peres 
 
 

Council of Europe 

Statement of Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland on Shimon Peres 
“We have lost one of the world’s greatest statesmen. Like no other, Shimon Peres strived 
for peace and reconciliation in the region and internationally. Security for the Jewish 
people   was  always  his  priority.   He   was   firmly  convinced  that  peace  with  Israel’s  
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neighbours would serve the country’s long-term interests. He was Israel’s best 
ambassador, a man who knew that peace best serves the Jewish people. The life and 
work of Shimon Peres is an example to all leaders, citizens and youth who work for 
peace and co-operation across the world today. We should keep Shimon Peres in our 
memory always”. 
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/statement-of-secretary-general-thorbj-rn-jagland-on-
shimon-peres  
 
 

United Nations 

Statement by the Secretary-General on the death of His Excellency Mr. Shimon 
Peres, former President and Prime Minister of Israel 
I am deeply saddened by the passing of Mr. Shimon Peres, the former President of the 
State of Israel. I offer condolences to his family and friends, and to the people of Israel. 
Shimon Peres played a central role in Israel’s founding, and served his country 
throughout his life, not only as President but also Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, 
Defence Minister and in other key roles. He worked tirelessly for a two-state solution that 
would enable Israel to live securely and harmoniously with the Palestinians and the wider 
region, a commitment duly recognized when he shared the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize with 
Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat. He was also a good partner of the United Nations, 
eager to see Israel contribute to the work of the international community. 
I met Mr. Peres on many occasions, and always benefitted from his views. Even in the 
most difficult hours, he remained an optimist about the prospects for reconciliation and 
peace. 
As he once said at the United Nations, “The time has come to comprehend that the real 
triumph is in the harvest of peace, not in the seeds of another war. When we replace war 
maps with peace maps, we will discover the differences were minimal. The wars were 
appalling. We shall see that the promised land could have become the land of promise a 
long time ago.” 
May his spirit of determination guide us as we work to ensure peace, security and dignity 
for Israelis, Palestinians and all the peoples of the region. 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2016-09-27/statement-secretary-general-
death-his-excellency-mr-shimon-peres  
 
 

UNESCO 

UNESCO Director-General pays tribute to Shimon Peres, as Historic Man of Peace 
The Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, praised the memory of the ninth 
President of Israel, Mr. Shimon Peres: "He was a great statesman, a great humanist, and 
a historic man of peace." 
"Shimon Peres leaves an indelible mark on the history of the Middle East and, today, his 
message is more relevant than ever, to clear the path to peace and mutual respect 
across the region. A founder of the State of Israel, he remained until his very last days a 
man of ideas and values, a man of innovation and creative thinking, always searching to 
mobilize new hope and energy, always seeking new ways to promote dialogue and 
cooperation, especially through science, for which he was passionate. In March 2016, he 
addressed UNESCO with a lesson of life, saying: 'Look back on what you have 
accomplished and the dreams you have had. Continue to dream and you will remain 
young. Have the courage to dream big.' He will remain an endless source of inspiration, 
and it is with great sadness that I extend my heartfelt condolences to his family and 
friends, to the people of Israel." … 
To read the full press release see 
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http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-
view/news/unesco_director_general_pays_tribute_to_shimon_peres_as_his/#.V-vJx5N96nZ  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Parliament 

"Europe without Jews would no longer be Europe" 
The current situation in Europe of Anti-Semitism and future prospects for Europe’s 
Jewish communities were debated at a conference hosted by EP President Martin 
Schulz and First Vice-President Antonio Tajani … 
“When we see that every fifth Jew in Europe has experienced verbal or physical violence, 
when these aggressions are getting more and more numerous, and when we see that 
the Jewish population in Europe has decreased from almost four million in 1945 to barely 
more than one million today, then we know that it is high time not only to make a clear 
political statement, but to take effective action as soon as possible. Europe has to be a 
better home for its Jewish citizens”, said the President of the European Parliament Martin 
Schulz in his closing remarks. 
“Some of us still have not understood that what makes us European is not our blood or 
religion but our strong adherence to our most fundamental values of tolerance, respect 
and liberty”, he added. 
Opening the conference, Mr Tajani, who is responsible for inter-religious dialogue for the 
Parliament, said “According to the Jewish Agency, almost ten thousand Jews moved to 
Israel in 2015, including eight thousand from France alone. This was double the 2014 
figure. This, sadly, is the result of a persistent climate of hatred towards Jews: their 
numbers fell substantially from two million in Europe in 1991 to one million four hundred 
thousand in 2010. Yet Europe without Jews would no longer be Europe." 
"This is why Europe, its institutions its member states and its citizens must oppose Anti-
Semitism and fight it. The antidote is to remember, on the one hand, and look to the 
future, on the other. It is necessary to keep our consciousness and be proud of our 
identity”, he added. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160923IPR43827/europe-without-
jews-would-no-longer-be-europe  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
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Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-
outcomes-review  
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