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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Hate Crime 
Lord Singh of Wimbledon: To ask Her Majesty’s Government why their report Action 
Against Hate: The UK Government’s plan for tackling hate crime, published in July 2016, 
does not report on the incidence of hate crimes against non-Abrahamic faith 
communities.  

The Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Williams of Trafford): My Lords, 
we take all forms of hate crime very seriously. Until April, the police did not 
routinely record religious hate incidents by faith. However, we are grateful to both 
the Community Security Trust and Tell MAMA, which have provided anti-Semitic 
and anti-Muslim hate crime data for some time. The first disaggregated police 
recorded data will be available in 2017. Action Against Hate brings together a 
range of departments and agencies, and includes funding for places of worship 
and further action in education. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: I thank the Minister for her response but it does not address 
my concerns over the narrow and biased thinking in a report that details 45 examples of 
hate crime against Abrahamic faiths but not a single example of the many, well-
documented mistaken-identity hate crimes suffered by Sikhs and others—and this in a 
report emanating from a department with specifically designated officers to consider hate 
crime against the Jewish and Muslim communities but not anyone else. Would the 
Minister agree that that omission is more due to ignorance than deliberate 
discrimination? Would she further agree that those who preach the need for religious 
literacy should first themselves acquire some basic religious literacy, and apologise to 
those they have offended in such a way? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, the Government have engaged with 
non-Abrahamic faith communities and will continue to do so. In Manchester in 
July, in my previous role, I held round-table events with victims of hate crime, 
including members of the Sikh community alongside other faiths. On Monday, my 
noble friend Lord Bourne also hosted a round table to discuss hate crime with Sikh 
organisations as the latest engagement with the Sikh community. We find such 
round tables a good way to discuss widely concerns on hate crime and look at a 
variety of issues and approaches. However, while we know that there are common 
issues across the strands of hate crime, we also accept  that  there are issues that  

affect  communities  specifically.  I and/or  officials  will  be  very happy to meet the  
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noble Lord to discuss his concerns. On religious literacy, we have talked about 
this in the past. People such as the media have a role to play in improving their 
religious literacy. 

Lord Polak: My Lords, sadly, we are all too aware where hate crime can lead. Will my 
noble friend join me in welcoming the launch of the international design competition for 
the national memorial and underground learning centre commemorating the Holocaust, 
announced by my right honourable friend the Prime Minister earlier today and officially 
launched in 15 minutes’ time by Sajid Javid, the Secretary of State for Communities, next 
door in Victoria Tower Gardens? Would my noble friend also agree that this memorial 
and learning centre aim to inspire future generations to respect and embrace difference, 
and to fight prejudice and hatred? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, I most certainly join my noble friend in 
welcoming this announcement and the fact that my right honourable friend Sajid 
Javid will be launching it in about 10 minutes’ time. My noble friend is absolutely 
right that these memorials do not just serve to help us remember. The education 
centres alongside them ensure that our children and the children of future 
generations know the horrors that went on in the past and, we hope, learn from 
them for the future. 

Baroness Whitaker: Can the noble Baroness tell me how the genocide of the Roma 
people is to be commemorated in the Holocaust memorial drawn attention to by the 
noble Lord opposite? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, of course the killing of the Roma 
people was all part of the terrible Holocaust. I will provide more details to the noble 
Baroness in due course. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: My Lords, do the Government agree that when we describe 
hateful and violent people as “radical”, “extreme” or “militant”, we are nearly always 
referring to Islamists and not, in this country, to the adherents of any other religion? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I am afraid to say to the noble Lord that we are 
not talking about just Islamist extremism. Hate crime against Polish people rose in 
the aftermath of the EU referendum, and of course, hate crime against the Jewish 
people has been happening for as long as we can all remember. It is not confined 
to Islamist extremism. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, just yesterday a woman in a headscarf was attacked 
and lost her baby as a result. We know from the rise in this sort of hate crime that it is 
now a daily occurrence. Can the public sector equality duty be used to reduce such hate 
crime, and will the Government consider looking at the analysis of the figures she is 
collecting as a way of trying to reduce it? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I know the case that the noble Baroness refers 
to—on the face of it, a truly horrific thing has happened to this lady, but I cannot 
comment on it further as it is being investigated. The public sector equality duty 
and other elements of the Equality Act certainly have their role to play. The hate 
crime action plan which my right honourable friend the Home Secretary published 
just a few weeks ago will add to measures on what is really quite a vicious crime. 

Baroness Smith of Basildon: My Lords, perhaps I may bring the Minister back to the 
original Question, which is about the concern felt by the Sikh community regarding the 
reporting of crime. The police have to be able to identify those who have been attacked 
because they are Sikhs. What discussions has the Minister had with the College of 
Policing and chief constables about the training of police to ensure that they can 
accurately record such crimes? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: As I mentioned earlier, the police are 
disaggregating the types of hate crime by religion, such as against the main 
Abrahamic religions plus crimes against Sikhs and Buddhists. That disaggregation 
went live in April. However, we have published a new cross-government hate 
crime action plan to drive forward action, including training for the police, against 
all forms of hate crime. 
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http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-09-14/debates/16091430000415/HateCrime  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Craig Williams [906341] Students from Cardiff schools and UK schools attended the 
recording of the British holocaust survivors giving their testimony for future generations. It 
was a deeply moving experience for them and a stark reminder to us to fight racism, anti-
Semitism and hatred in all forms. As part of this vital education effort, of which I know 
that my right hon. Friend is a great supporter, is the establishment of a national memorial 
to the holocaust. Will she update us now on the next stage?  

The Prime Minister: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for his comments. He is 
absolutely right that we need to ensure that we never forget the horrors of the 
holocaust and the lessons that must be learned from that. It is right that we have 
agreed to this national memorial next to Parliament on Victoria Gardens, which is 
an important place for it to be. My right hon. Friend, the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government, will today launch an international 
competition for the design of that memorial. The design may include a learning 
centre, which will ensure that there will be opportunities for young people and 
others truly to learn the lessons from the holocaust and to learn about the 
appalling atrocities that took place. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-09-
14/debates/16091429000002/PrimeMinister#contribution-16091428000134 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-01444: Oliver Mundell: Jane Haining: A Scot Honoured for Giving Up Her Life 
to Help Jews in the Holocaust – That the Parliament recognises and praises the life of 
Jane Haining, a Dumfriesshire-born nurse who became the only Scot to be officially 
honoured for giving her life to help Jews in the Holocaust; notes that Jane died in 
Auschwitz in 1944 at the age of 47 as a Church of Scotland Christian missionary who 
refused to return home on orders from her superiors, and who was arrested for working 
among Jews, listening to the BBC and allegedly sending parcels to British prisoners of 
war, and further notes that newly-found documents have shed further light on her life and 
the sense of duty she felt for supporting and protecting Jewish people during this time. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-01444&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

 International Aid 

Nigel Dodds There are grave concerns about the Palestinian Authority continuing to pay 
reward   payments  to  convicted    terrorists    and    the    possible    misappropriation of  
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international aid from the UK to the Palestinian Authority. Will the Minister look carefully 
at that once again in light of the grave concerns that are being expressed? 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International Development 
(James Wharton): It is vital that the money that UK taxpayers spend on aid is 
spent on the right things and the right priorities. Where concerns are raised, they 
will of course be looked into in detail. If there are issues found to be arising, they 
will be addressed and tackled. The UK also believes in its commitment to helping 
the poorest in the world. Every penny spent on the purposes for which it is 
intended is a penny well spent. Any penny that goes missing is a life that may go 
unsaved. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-09-
14/debates/16091428000003/OralAnswersToQuestions#contribution-16091428000055  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
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