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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Radicalism and Religiously Aggravated Offences 
Julie Cooper [44664] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps her Department is taking to ensure an effective balance between its policies on 
tackling radicalisation and protecting people at risk of Islamaphobic attacks. 

Sarah Newton: The Government is determined to tackle hate crime and 
extremism wherever it occurs. 
The Government’s Prevent strategy, published in 2011, explicitly tackles all forms 
of terrorism. That includes protecting individuals who are at risk from far right and 
Neo-nazi extremism, as well as those vulnerable to Islamist extremism. 
Prevent is about safeguarding people who are at risk of radicalisation. Prevent 
does not target a specific faith or ethnic group. Rather, Prevent protects those 
who are targeted by terrorist recruiters. Currently the greatest threat comes from 
terrorist recruiters inspired by Daesh. Our Prevent programme will necessarily 
reflect this by prioritising support for vulnerable British Muslims, and working in 
partnership with British Muslim communities and civil society groups. 
The Prevent programme is implemented in a proportionate manner that takes into 
account the level of risk in any given area or institution. In some areas the risk of 
far right extremism may be significant and we would expect in those 
circumstances for Prevent activity to focus on the far right threat. 
Far right extremism often brings with it the threat of anti-Muslim or antisemitic 
attacks. We have a strong record of action against Islamophobia and antisemitism 
and deplore all religious or racially motivated crimes. 
We strongly condemn the increase in attacks on Muslims that have been seen in 
this country in recent years. We know the majority of people in United Kingdom 
join our condemnation, and we have seen great examples of individuals and 
communities standing together to tackle this hatred. 
Muslims make an enormous contribution to British society. They are all too often 
the victims of hatred and intolerance in this country and overseas. This 
Government is determined to act to protect British Muslims. 
The United Kingdom has in place one of the strongest legislative frameworks in 
the world to protect communities from hostility, violence and bigotry. We will keep 
it under review to ensure it remains effective and appropriate in the face of new 
and emerging threats. We also published a new  Cross-Government  Hate  Crime  
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Action Plan on 26 July which will drive forward action against all forms of hate 
crime, including anti-Muslim hatred. This will be taken forward in partnership with 
communities to ensure we target the harm that hate crime causes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-02/44664/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Alistair Carmichael (425) The Prevent Strategy – That this House welcomes the 
Government's strong commitment to keeping Britain safe from terrorist attacks; believes 
that the Prevent strategy is no longer fit for purpose to serve this agenda; notes that 
there is little evidence to support Prevent or the conveyor belt theory of radicalisation; 
further notes that no impact evaluations or indicators are available that show Prevent has 
been successful; further believes that the severe lack of transparency with the Prevent 
strategy strongly undermines it; notes that Prevent has had a worrying impact on 
freedom of expression at schools, colleges and universities; believes that the behavioural 
indicators of possible extremism are vague and unhelpful; believes that the rhetoric of 
British values is alienating to many who already believed in those values and encourages 
ministers to adopt a more inclusive approach and rebrand these as universal values; is 
strongly concerned that the British Muslim community has been particularly stigmatised 
by Prevent; encourages ministers to engage with affected communities and their relevant 
grievances, including around foreign policy issues; further encourages ministers to 
engage with community actors and organisations that have grassroots credibility; 
believes that ultimately extremism is best tackled by the Government working in 
partnership with communities and engendering genuine two-way trust, neither of which 
Prevent has enabled; and therefore calls on ministers to scrap the Prevent strategy in its 
entirety and replace it with a community-led programme that builds institutions and 
resilience for tackling social problems, has grassroots credibility and empowers 
communities rather than alienating them. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/425  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Frank Field [44232] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to the government of Israel on that 
government's resettlement programme and the demolition of Susiya and Umm al-Hiran. 

Tobias Ellwood: The village of Susiya is located in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories whilst the village of Umm al-Hiran is located within Israel. 
Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has repeatedly raised our opposition to demolitions with 
the Israeli authorities, including our specific concerns about Susiya, and urged 
them to provide a legal route for Palestinian construction. On 18 August, officials 
from the British Consulate General in Jerusalem, along with an official from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv, visited Susiya again to highlight our serious concern and 
demonstrate our continuing support for the village. We most recently raised 
Susiya with Defence Minister Lieberman on 24 August. 
The UK has been encouraging the Israeli authorities and Bedouin communities to 
find  a  satisfactory  solution  to  Umm  al-Hiran,  respecting  the  equality  of  all of  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-02/44664/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-02/44664/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/425
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Israel’s citizens in a way which avoids forcible relocations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-02/44232/  
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Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

Reject bigotry, build bridges across communities – UN chief to high-level forum on 
anti-Semitism 
Describing religious intolerance as one of the greatest global threats, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged the world to join together for 
peaceful coexistence and a life of dignity for all. 
“Violence against people because of their religious identity or beliefs is an assault on the 
core values of the UN,” underlined Mr. Ban in a video message to an event titled ‘High-
level Forum on Anti-Semitism,’ held today at the UN Headquarters in New York. 
“Time and again, history has shown that those who attack one minority today, will target 
another tomorrow. Discrimination does not discriminate,” he said. 
In his message to the event – organized by the governments of Canada, Israel, the 
United States and the Delegation of the European Union – the Secretary-General also 
noted that anti-Semitism is one of the world’s oldest, most pervasive and deadliest forms 
of hatred and that despite the horror of the Holocaust, Jews continue to be targeted for 
murder and abuse solely because they are Jews. 
He further emphasized that along with a global rise in anti-Semitism, other alarming 
forms of discrimination, particularly those targeted against refugees and migrants, are 
also on the rise. “Let us reject bigotry, uphold human rights, and build bridges across 
communities,” he urged. 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54871  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Investigation into Met police reveals significant weaknesses in handling discrimination 
… report calls for changes to the law and to the way the MPS handles internal complaints 
in the future, after the Commission revealed issues with the culture of the MPS and how 
it deals with complaints of discrimination. Complaining is consistently described by MPS 
police officers and staff as 'putting your head above the parapet' as the expectation 
(regardless of actual practice) is that you will be victimised for doing so. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/investigation-met-police-reveals-
significant-weaknesses-handling-discrimination  
 
Section 20 investigation into the Metropolitan Police Service 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/section-20-investigation-into-the-
metropolitan-police-service-august-2016.pdf  
 
 

Skills Platform 

The Charity Social Media Toolkit 
http://landing.skillsplatform.org/charitysocialmediatoolkit/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
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