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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Crime: Religiously Motivated Crime 
Baroness Berridge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the level of religiously motivated crime and violence in the United Kingdom in 
the light of the murder of Asad Shah. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport and 
Home Office (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): My Lords, first, I believe that I speak 
for us all in your Lordships’ House in saying that we share the shock at the 
appalling death of Mr Shah. Our prayers and thoughts go out to his family and the 
wider community at this most difficult time. There were 3,254 religious hate crimes 
recorded in England and Wales last year, representing an increase of 43%. We 
are clear that hatred against people because of their religion has no place in our 
society or country. We will do everything we can to stop those who promote hatred 
and intolerance in our communities. 

Baroness Berridge: I thank my noble friend the Minister for his Answer and express our 
condolences to his own community at this sad time. Over the last 18 months Tell MAMA, 
an anti-Islamophobia organisation, has reported an increased amount of anti-Ahmadiyya 
hate crime on the internet. Flyers were allegedly found in a south London mosque stating 
that Ahmadis should face death if they refuse to convert to so-called mainstream Islam. 
Will my noble friend please outline what action Her Majesty’s Government are taking to 
identify and shut down social media and other internet sites that incite and glorify 
violence towards the Ahmadis, which is in fact a crime here in the United Kingdom? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Lords, let me be absolutely clear that the 
Government—and, I believe, all in this House and beyond—share the sentiment 
that people are free to live their lives free from interference and attack simply 
because of who they are or their religious beliefs. My noble friend is quite right to 
point out the increased attacks that we have seen on the internet, not just on the 
Ahmadi Muslim community but on other communities as well. The Government 
are taking steps on this and my colleague at the Home Office, my noble friend 
Lady Shields, is leading on internet safety and security. We are building alliances 
not just with the communities in the United Kingdom but beyond to ensure that 
wherever we find hate, whatever its cause and whoever the perpetrator and 
victim, we send a clear message: such hate will not be tolerated. 

Lord Paddick: My Lords,  I associate  these Benches  with the Minister’s  remarks  about  
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the tragic death of Asad Shah. Religiously motivated sectarian violence has been 
prevalent in Scotland and other parts of the United Kingdom for many years. The tragic 
death of Asad Shah is another example, albeit involving a different religion. What training 
is being given to police officers, and what advice is being given to victims, to help them 
differentiate between race-hate crime and religiously motivated hate crime? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The noble Lord is quite right to raise the growing 
and worrying tide of sectarian differences within different communities and the 
rising tide of hate crime. In that regard, I am pleased to tell the House that as of 1 
April this year, as the noble Lord may well be aware, for the first time all police 
forces across England and Wales specifically record religious hate crime by 
religion and not just in its general sense. That is an important step forward. 
In Scotland, as the noble Lord will know, there are devolved powers, but we are 
working very closely with the Scottish Government. Indeed, I will shortly visit 
Scotland—both Edinburgh and Glasgow—to discuss the issue of the growing tide 
of religious hate. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: My Lords, how do the Government react to the National 
Police Chiefs’ Council’s recent finding that only 8.6% of tip-offs to the Prevent 
programme have come from the Muslim community? How do they plan to encourage 
very much more collaboration from our Muslim friends and their leaders in exposing 
potential extremists? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: First, let me put on record that every religious 
community, including the Muslim community, was appalled by the events we saw 
in Scotland. This is exactly what is required: for the whole country, no matter what 
your religion or if you are of no faith, to come together to condemn and then unify 
against extremism in all its ugly guises. I assure the noble Lord that we are 
speaking extensively to all faith communities, including Muslim communities. 
There are initiatives such as the Prime Minister’s direct community round tables, 
on which the Home Secretary is leading. I am talking directly to all faith 
communities. Most recently I have met other and wider Muslim organisations, 
including the Bradford Council for Mosques, and earlier this week the Lancashire 
Council of Mosques and the Bolton Council of Mosques, to discuss the rising tide 
not just of the challenges we are facing but of Islamophobia and anti-Muslim 
hatred as well. 

Lord Woolf: My Lords, I disclose my interest as a patron of the Woolf Institute for 
interfaith relations. Does the Minister agree that an important antidote to race hate is 
education and that we should support all means of educating the public at large in the 
way that faiths can interrelate? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I totally agree with the noble and learned Lord’s 
sentiments. 

Lord Tomlinson: My Lords, does the noble Lord agree that the Prime Minister in the 
House of Commons yesterday was getting dangerously close to encouraging race hatred 
by making allegations against Mr Sadiq Khan, the Labour candidate for Mayor of London, 
concerning his association with somebody who had been visiting Tooting to work for the 
Conservative Party and recruit members to it? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Let me put on record and make absolutely clear that 
at no time did the Prime Minister or any other member of the Conservative Party 
allege that the right honourable Member for Tooting is an extremist. We need to 
ensure in the current climate that we take a very responsible view on all the 
circumstances and the environment in which we find ourselves—and, more 
importantly, build and strengthen the partnerships that we are investing in. I pay 
tribute to all across the House who are doing just that, to ensure that wherever we 
find bigotry and hatred, be it based on race, religion or any other cause, we unify 
against it and build and strengthen our partnerships across the UK to face up to it. 

Lord Cormack: My Lords, while echoing everything that my noble friend has just said, 
may I ask him to make it abundantly plain,  in the wake of the  question  of the noble  and  
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learned Lord, Lord Woolf, that there is an enormous difference between race hatred and 
hate crime and freedom of speech? Many of us are extremely concerned by the erosion 
of freedom of speech, particularly in our universities. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: One of the things that I would say to my noble friend 
is that the Government’s view, particularly in my Home Office brief of countering 
extremism, is that we must ensure that we face up to hate and bigotry but, at the 
same time, protect the very freedoms that we battle so hard to achieve, which 
include the freedom of expression and belief. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-04-
21/debates/16042147000334/CrimeReligiouslyMotivatedCrime  
 
 

Business of the House 

Antisemitism 
col 1069  Matthew Offord: Just weeks after the co-chairman of the Oxford University 
Labour club stepped down, saying that a large proportion of both the OULC and the 
student left in Oxford “have some kind of problem with Jews”, I am sure my right hon. 
Friend will be incredulous to hear that students who attended the National Union of 
Students conference in Brighton yesterday debated boycotting Holocaust Memorial Day 
and then went on to elect as its president someone who described the University of 
Birmingham as “something of a Zionist outpost” in British higher education. May we have 
a Minister come to the Dispatch Box to set out measures that the Government will take to 
counter the rise in anti-Semitism that is being fomented on university campuses? 

 

Chris Grayling: That is simply unacceptable in our society. The views expressed 
yesterday are not acceptable. The shadow Leader of the House was absolutely right 
when he talked about anti-Semitism in his own party. All of us from all political parties 
should work to stamp it out across our society, as it is simply unacceptable. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-
21/debates/16042141000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042141000246  
 

col 1073  Bob Blackman: Further to the question by my hon. Friend the Member for 
Hendon (Dr Offord), it is ironic that the Holocaust Educational Trust was holding a 
reception and information session in this place at the same time as the National Union of 
Students was debating a motion to boycott Holocaust Memorial Day, and that speakers 
in favour of that were applauded for saying that Holocaust Memorial Day was not 
inclusive enough. Clearly, there is a great deal of work to be done on education to 
combat the scourge of anti-Semitism, so may we have a debate in Government time on 
what action we are going to take to root that out once and for all among all political 
parties and among all sections of society? 

 

Chris Grayling: My hon. Friend is right. We are seeing that happen time and again—
statements about the Jewish population in this country, statements about Israel, that are 
unacceptable in a democratic society. Of course, there are legitimate debates to be had 
about the future of Israel and Palestine and the peace process, but some of the anti-
Semitic views that are appearing in our society are simple 
unacceptable. [Interruption.] Labour Members mention Islamophobia. I have stood at the 
Dispatch Box time and again and condemned Islamophobia in this country, but that is not 
a reason for not paying attention to the issue of anti-Semitism, which is becoming more 
and more of a problem and must be addressed head-on now by all those in public life, 
including the Labour party. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-
21/debates/16042141000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042141000276  
 

col 1074  Barry Sheerman: … after the unfortunate remarks by the Leader of the House 
about the Labour party being riddled with anti-Semitism, may I ask, as someone who has  
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fought anti-Semitism in the Labour party and in this country all his life, whether we can 
have an early debate about that issue? That is so important on a day when the people 
who want to take us out of Europe have invited Marine Le Pen to come here and speak. 

 

Chris Grayling: On the issue of anti-Semitism and the Labour party, I would encourage 
Labour Members to have a debate. The shadow Leader of the House is absolutely right 
to have written the article he did, saying that anti-Semitism is not acceptable, but, of 
course, his words have to be turned into action by the Labour party. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-
21/debates/16042141000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042141000282  
 
 

Downing Street 

Passover 2016: David Cameron's message 
Prime Minister David Cameron said: As you gather with your families for the start of 
Pesach, I’m delighted to send my sincerest good wishes, and my hope that you’ll enjoy a 
happy and peaceful Passover. 
This is, in particular, a time for family – a time when the youngest child asks the 4 
questions, before parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles retell the story of the exodus 
from Egypt, and the transition from slavery to freedom. 
This transition from slavery gave the Children of Israel the freedom to serve God. Over 
generations, I believe that’s what we’ve built in Britain – a successful multi-racial, multi-
faith democracy, where people are free to follow their faith and practise their rituals. 
As Jewish communities unite to celebrate the festival of Passover, our thoughts will turn 
to the increasing number of abhorrent anti-Semitic attacks over the past year. Jewish 
communities, wherever in the world they are, must not be left to live in fear. Sadly, even 
here in the UK, we still see cases of anti-Semitic abuse. I am determined to do 
everything in my power to stamp it out. Part of that is remembering the horror of the 
Holocaust, because to ignore history is to risk repeating it. 
Day in, day out, the Jewish community proves that you’re a true British success story, 
excelling in every field and working constantly to build a fairer society for everyone. 
So once again, let me wish you and your family a Chag Kasher V’Sameach. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/passover-2016-david-camerons-message  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary's 2016 Passover message 
The Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond said: At Passover, Jewish people come together 
to celebrate freedom and commemorate the emancipation of the people of Israel from 
slavery. I send all Jewish families my warm wishes for a happy and peaceful holiday. 
Hag Pesach Sameach to all Jewish communities in the UK and around the world. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-2016-passover-message  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Andy Slaughter [33743] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what  representations  he has made to his 6Israeli  counterpart  on the  response  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-21/debates/16042141000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042141000282
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-21/debates/16042141000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16042141000282
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-holocaust-memorial-foundation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-holocaust-memorial-foundation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/passover-2016-david-camerons-message
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increase of home and structure demolitions by Israeli authorities in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory in February 2016 . 

Tobias Ellwood: I have not raised this specific issue with my Israeli counterpart. 
However, we remain deeply concerned by Israel’s policy on demolitions and 
regularly raise the matter with the Israeli authorities, most recently on 13 April. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-13/33743/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [34014] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what commitments on compensation and other matters the UK and other EU 
member-states agreed to implement under the provisions of the EU Political and Security 
note of December 2014, contingent on the EU Structured Dialogue with the State of 
Israel halting demolitions by 17 March 2016. 

Tobias Ellwood: There has been a significant increase in Israeli demolitions 
since the start of 2016. The EU is considering how to respond to the demolition 
and confiscation of EU-funded structures in Area C. The UK and the EU continue 
to raise concerns about demolitions with the Government of Israel and make it 
clear that demolitions are contrary to international humanitarian law in all but the 
most exceptional cases. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-14/34014/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Tommy Sheppard [34294] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will (a) investigate whether JC Bamford Excavators has supplied equipment 
which has been used in construction of illegal settlements and destruction of Palestinian 
homes and (b) make an assessment of whether that company has contravened the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have no plans to investigate the case raised. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-18/34294/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

World Humanitarian Summit 
Lord Hylton [HL7628] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have any plans to 
ask that unrecognised entities such as Gaza, Nagorno-Karabakh and the Cantons of 
Northern Syria be invited, at least as observers, to the UN World Humanitarian Summit in 
May. 

Baroness Berma: The World Humanitarian Summit has been convened by the 
UN Secretary-General. Whilst it is for him to decide on participants, he has been 
clear in his intention to make the Summit an open and participative process. Over 
5,000 participants are expected in Istanbul, including leaders from crisis-affected 
communities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-13/HL7628/  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Network Against Racism 

Stigmatising and offensive comments by Belgian Minister Jan Jambon fuel 
division 
The Belgian minister of the Interior this weekend claimed that “a significant part of the 
Muslim community in Belgium danced after the terrorist attacks in Brussels on 22 March”, 
whereas only one case involving a few persons has been reported to the authorities and 
dealt with adequately. Last week, the Minister had also compared the terrorists who hid 
in Brussels for months to “the Jews who hid during the Nazi occupation,” later clarifying 
that his comments pertained to "the mechanism of hiding." 
Sarah Isal, ENAR Chair, said: “Offensive and stigmatising speech is symptomatic of the 
political discourse prevalent in many EU countries, such as France, Slovakia or the 
United Kingdom. It does nothing to bring constructive solutions to current challenges and 
contributes to a climate of intolerance and mistrust towards ethnic and religious 
minorities and migrants in Europe. It reinforces policies and practices based on emotions 
and the false division between ‘us’ and ‘them’, in a context where we need solidarity and 
inclusiveness.” 
Such comments are particularly damaging when they come from politicians. ENAR calls 
on Jan Jambon to apologise. Politicians should live up to their responsibilities as elected 
representatives to provide for all their citizens on an equal basis and not indulge in 
dangerous, baseless and divisive statements. 
http://www.enar-eu.org/Stigmatising-and-offensive-comments-by-Belgian-Minister-Jan-
Jambon-fuel  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Farm Produce (Labelling Requirements) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/  
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