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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions: murder of Asad Shah 
Angus Robertson: It is believed that the recent murder of Glasgow shopkeeper Asad 
Shah was religiously motivated. This week, Christian, Jewish, Sikh and Ahmadiyya 
Muslim faith leaders launched a campaign across Scotland entitled United against 
Extremism. Will the Prime Minister join me and colleagues from all parties in supporting 
the aims of that campaign to support and foster understanding and stand up to 
extremism? 

The Prime Minister: I will certainly join the right hon. Gentleman. This was an 
absolutely shocking murder. What it demonstrates, and what his question hints at, 
is that we need to stand up not only against acts of appalling violence such as 
this, but against the extremist mindset that sometimes tries to justify such events 
and other such outrages. 

Angus Robertson: I am in total agreement with the Prime Minister. The murder of Asad 
Shah is just the most recent example of sectarian extremism targeting the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim community in the UK, including reports of Ahmadiyya being refused employment, 
businesses being boycotted, schoolchildren being bullied and shunned, and people such 
as Aamer Anwar who have worked to bring faith leaders together facing death threats. 
Does the Prime Minister agree that such extremism is totally unacceptable in a country 
where we believe in free speech and religious tolerance? The time has come for all 
community and all faith leaders of all religions to stand up against extremism. 

The Prime Minister: I certainly agree that faith leaders can play a huge role in 
standing up against extremism and I welcome what they do, but we need to be 
very clear about what we are facing. The attack on Ahmadiyya Muslims by other 
Muslims demonstrates once again that what we face is not some clash of 
civilisations between Islam and Christianity or Islam and Buddhism. What we are 
seeing is a small minority within one of the great religions of our world, Islam, 
believing that there is only one way—a violent, extremist way—of professing their 
faith. This is a battle within Islam, and we have to be on the side of the moderate 
majority and make sure that they win it. We have to really understand what is 
happening, otherwise we will take the wrong path. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-
20/debates/16042034000018/Engagements#contribution-16042034000118  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-20/debates/16042034000018/Engagements#contribution-16042034000118
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-20/debates/16042034000018/Engagements#contribution-16042034000118
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Poultry: Animal Welfare 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Baroness Jones of Whitchurch [HL7577] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light 
of their decision to withdraw the Draft Code of Recommendations for the Welfare of 
Livestock: Meat Chickens and Breeding Chickens (Revocation) (England) Order 2016, 
what alternative proposals they are drawing up to update existing welfare codes. 
Baroness Jones of Whitchurch [HL7578] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether 
they have plans to repeal any existing statutory animal welfare codes. 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The Government intends to retain all existing statutory 
animal welfare codes and is working with interested parties to ensure our 
guidance continues to help farmers comply with our high welfare standards. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-12/HL7577/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-12/HL7578/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians: Terrorism 
Chris Davies [33706] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received on allegations that the Palestinian Authority has 
given financial rewards to terrorists who have carried out attacks against Israelis. 

Payments to Palestinian prisoners and their families are no longer made by the 
Tobias Ellwood: Palestinian Authority (PA), but by the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation. We have repeatedly raised our concerns about prisoner payments 
at the highest levels with the Palestinian authorities and continue to press for 
greater transparency in the payments. UK direct financial assistance to the PA is 
used to pay the salaries of civil servants and pensioners only. Our support is 
provided through a multi-donor trust fund administered by the World Bank, which 
carries out close monitoring of PA expenditure. Only named civil servants from a 
pre-approved EU list are eligible, and the vetting process ensures that our funds 
do not benefit terrorist groups. The process is subject to independent auditing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-12/33706/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL7426] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the ability of Palestinian students in East Jerusalem and the West Bank to sit 
their exams this year, without experiencing delays at checkpoints. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While no assessment has been made about this 
particular issue, we consistently urge Israel to ease movement and access 
restrictions across the Occupied Palestinian Territories, not least because of the 
impact the restrictions have on children and continuity of their education. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-12/HL7577/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-12/HL7577/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-12/HL7578/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-12/HL7578/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-12/33706/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-12/33706/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7426/  
 

Israel: Non-governmental Organisations 
Lord Polak [HL7461] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 10 March (HL6654), what projects are delivered by Burj 
Al Luqluq Youth Centre and Silwan Youth Centre that are funded through the Bilateral 
Programme Budget. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Bilateral Programme Budget funded two 
projects run by the Burj Al Luqluq and Silwan Youth Centres, both of which were 
completed in March 2016. 
The Burj Al Luqluq project built the capacity of Palestinian youth in East Jerusalem 
to become positive and active leaders in their communities. The project worked 
with 50 participants, male and female, who received training in communication, 
leadership and photography skills. They developed their employability and 
strengthened their national and cultural identities. 
The Silwan project provided Information technology and other equipment to create 
a safe environment for children and adults to conduct homework and research. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7461/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL7476] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the pre-dawn raid on the Students 
Council office and store of Alquds University 5 April. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific incident with the 
Government of Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7476/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Baroness Tonge [HL7477] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following the large-scale home demolitions in the 
Bedouin refugee community of Um al Khayr in the South Hebron Hills on 6 April. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific issue, we 
remain deeply concerned by Israel’s approach to demolitions and regularly raise 
the matter with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7477/  
 

Jerusalem: Religious Freedom 
Baroness Tonge [HL7478] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the extra restrictions placed on both 
Muslims and Christians wanting to worship in Jerusalem this year due to the Jewish 
festival of Purim. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, we remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom 
of movement between the West Bank and East Jerusalem. It remains difficult for 
Palestinians to enter East Jerusalem for religious worship. We continue to work 
closely with the Quartet and EU partners to call on Israel to ease access 
restrictions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7478/  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7426/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7426/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7461/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7461/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7476/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7476/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7477/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7477/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7478/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7478/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL7479] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the air strike on Gaza on the night of 12 
March on a house killing two children. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Government of Israel, although we remain deeply concerned by the terrible 
human cost, to both sides, of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We have 
consistently urged both sides to take all measures to prevent the loss of civilian 
life, and comply with international humanitarian law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7479/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL7480] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding reports that a 12-year-old Palestinian 
girl from Hebron, imprisoned in Israel, has been interrogated without the presence of her 
parents or an attorney. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific incident with the 
Israeli government but understand from media reports that the girl involved has 
now been released. Israeli law grants all suspects the right to consult a lawyer but 
does not insist that a suspect is interrogated in the presence of a lawyer. Military 
law also does not allow for parents of minors held on security charges to be 
present during the interrogation. We have repeatedly urged the Israeli authorities 
to improve their handling of Palestinian children in custody and remain committed 
to working with Israel to address this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7480/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) - in-year update December 2015 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-
territories-opts-in-year-update-december-2015/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-
territories-opts-in-year-update-december-2015  
 
Human Rights & Democracy 
p18: Post-Holocaust Issues 
p43: The State of Israel and The Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/517949/FC
O755_Human_Rights_Report_2015_-_WEB.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Daesh: Genocide of Minorities 
col 958  Catherine McKinnell: … Every year, Members of this House sign the holocaust 
book of commitment, making the pledge that that terrible genocide will never be 
forgotten. I have personally signed a pledge that I will never walk on by. Does [Fiona 
Bruce] agree that today we have the opportunity to make  sure  that none  of us  walks on  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7479/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7479/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7480/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7480/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-in-year-update-december-2015/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-in-year-update-december-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-in-year-update-december-2015/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-in-year-update-december-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-in-year-update-december-2015/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-in-year-update-december-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/517949/FCO755_Human_Rights_Report_2015_-_WEB.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/517949/FCO755_Human_Rights_Report_2015_-_WEB.pdf
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by as we see this terrible genocide unfold? 
 

Fiona Bruce: I absolutely do. After the horrors of the holocaust, the words, “Never again” 
resounded through civilisation. We must not let them resound again. …  

 

col 963  Stephen Twigg: … We have Holocaust Memorial Day because the message 
after the holocaust, at the end of the second world war, was “never again”. Tragically, 
since the end of the second world war and since the holocaust, we have had Cambodia, 
we have had Rwanda, and now we have what is happening as a result of Daesh’s 
actions against the Yazidis and others. We have an opportunity to heed that warning 
from the holocaust—“never again”—and to send the message to our own Government, 
and also to Daesh and the wider international community, that we recognise this as 
genocide and want action to be taken against the perpetrators of that genocide. … 

 

col 969  Stephen Pound: … the Jewish people are also being destroyed. The 
magnificent, huge Jewish community in Iraq that did so much for the country is being 
specifically hunted down and destroyed. … 

 

col 974  Nusrat Ghani: … In Germany, the Nazis were appeased while they targeted 
Jews. The death cult of misfits that we face now cannot be allowed to get away with this 
any longer. …  
col 997 Resolved: That this House believes that Christians, Yazidis, and other ethnic and 
religious minorities in Iraq and Syria are suffering genocide at the hands of Daesh; and 
calls on the Government to make an immediate referral to the UN Security Council with a 
view to conferring jurisdiction upon the International Criminal Court so that perpetrators 
can be brought to justice. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-
20/debates/16042036000001/DaeshGenocideOfMinorities#debate-82289  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Farm Produce (Labelling Requirements) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/  
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