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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
Richard Burden [33083] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, pursuant to the Answer of 30 March 2016 to Question 31430, on Anti-
Semitism, which legal changes form part of the Government's position on boycott, 
divestment and sanctions. 

Marcus Jones: Following the announcement on 3 October, the Department 
issued a public consultation on 25 November on changes to the regulatory 
framework for investments made under the local government pension scheme. 
The consultation proposed that guidance would be issued on how pension fund 
authorities should take non-financial considerations into account when making 
investment decisions. 
The Government’s response to the consultation will be published in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-08/33083/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31430/  
 

A report of the announcement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-34433313  
 

The consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/revoking-and-replacing-the-local-
government-pension-scheme  
 

Livestock: Animal Welfare 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Kerry McCarthy [33129] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, if she will consult veterinary and animal welfare experts on the planned update of 
farm animal welfare codes; and if she will publish in draft those updated codes for 
consultation. 
Kerry McCarthy [33130] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, when she plans to publish the updated farm animal welfare codes; how (a) much 
funding and (b) many staff her Department will provide for the update of those codes; 
and what research her Department plans to undertake related to the update of those 
codes. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-08/33083/
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George Eustice: We have the highest standards of animal welfare in the world, 
and we will be retaining the framework that upholds them. Defra will continue to 
work with industry to ensure farmers have the guidance they need to help them 
comply with legislation, and we will consult as and when updates are needed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-08/33129/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-08/33130/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Philippa Whitford (1377) Support for Human Rights organisations in Israel and 
Palestine – That this House supports Israeli and Palestinian human rights organisations 
and non-profits that have come under attack from all branches of the Israeli government; 
expresses deep concerns that officials in the Israeli government are collaborating with 
extremist right-wing and fascist organisations such as Im Tirzu in order to silence those 
who oppose the occupation of Palestine; believes that coordinated smear campaigns and 
intimidation are being pushed with the goal of shutting down Israeli and Palestinian non-
governmental organisations (NGOs); unequivocally condemns the threats made against 
those effectively opposing the occupation and the attacks upon dissent and political 
freedom of speech; affirms that embracing a healthy civil society and human rights sector 
is a key aspect of a healthy democratic country; gives explicit support to Israeli NGOs 
B'Tselem, Breaking the Silence and Yesh Din, and Palestinian NGOs al-Haq and 
Addameer; and calls on the Government to engage more meaningfully with the Israeli 
and Palestinian human rights sector whilst pressuring the Israeli government to end its 
attacks on those carrying forward valuable, insightful and wholly legitimate human rights, 
peace and justice advocacy. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1377  
 
Tommy Sheppard (1378) Release of Palestinian MP Marwan Barghouthi – That this 
House notes that the Palestinian politician and elected Member of the Palestinian 
Legislative Authority Marwan Barghouthi has been held in an Israeli prison continuously 
since 15 April 2002; further notes that, despite spending the last 14 years in jail, he is still 
the candidate in the strongest position to win a presidential election to succeed 
Mahmoud Abbas, according to a recent poll by the Palestinian Centre for Policy and 
Survey Research; recalls that President De Klerk approved the release of Nelson 
Mandela in 1990 so that he could take part in negotiations, leading to majority rule and 
that British colonial authorities released Gandhi and Nehru from prison in the 1940s so 
that they could negotiate Indian independence; believes it would show statesmanship as 
well as a serious commitment to peace if the Israeli parliament were to approve 
Barghouthi's release so that he could play a part in the process of reconciliation, 
unification and negotiation that will be needed before Palestine achieves its 
independence; and further believes the time is overdue for a settlement of this conflict, 
now 68 years old, and the end of the occupation of the Palestinian territories, nearly 50 
years old, which will necessarily include forgiveness for past actions and the release of 
conflict-related prisoners. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1378  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-08/33129/
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United Nations 

UN film screening, animal heist fable serves as poignant metaphor for Middle East 
relations 
A 15-foot giraffe is one of the main characters in Giraffada, a film shown at the United 
Nations, depicting the struggles of living in a Palestinian town as seen through the eyes 
of a young boy who has a close connection with the animal. 
The award-winning production’s title is a cross between “giraffe” and “intifada” or 
Palestinian “uprising,” the director Rani Massalha told the UN News Centre in an 
interview ahead of the screening. … 
The film focuses on a widowed Palestinian veterinarian, Yacine, and his 10-year-old son, 
Ziad, who are trying to keep a giraffe named Rita from dying of loneliness after her 
partner is killed in an Israeli air raid. … 
Created as a fable, the film shows “what it is to be a kid in West Bank today living in war, 
living with a wall surrounding you, with checkpoints, colonies, it’s a very different 
childhood from people in the West,” the director said. … 
The director also used giraffes as a metaphor for how the relationship between the 
Israelis and Palestinians could be, with two giraffes coming together from both sides of 
the West Bank barrier, known simply as the wall. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53678#.Vw-qQ5N96nY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53678#.Vw-qQ5N96nY
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/
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Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms 
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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