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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL7096] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning the right of return of Syrian refugees 
who were originally displaced from their homes in Palestine when the state of Israel was 
formed. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not had any discussions with the Israeli 
authorities on this issue. It is the British Government’s policy that a final status 
agreement between the two parties should include a just, fair and agreed 
settlement for refugees. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-16/HL7096/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hyltom [HL7207] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, following the breakdown of 
the mediated peace progress between Israel and Palestine, what new proposals or lines 
of enquiry for a negotiated peace agreement have been developed by their officials in 
London, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK remains focused on steps which will 
secure progress towards a two-state solution. We continue to believe that the best 
way to achieve this is through negotiations. We are in close consultation with 
international partners about what kind of renewed process might lead to progress. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-21/HL7207/  
 
 

Department for International Development 

Media reports on UK aid projects: setting the record straight 
… Claim 
Aid money from British and European taxpayers is going to Palestinian prisoners 
including terrorists. 
Fact 
This allegation is simply incorrect. No UK aid is used for payments to Palestinian 
prisoners, or their families. Only named civil servants from a pre-approved EU list are 
eligible, and the vetting process ensures that our funds do not benefit terrorist groups. 
EU financial assistance is linked to the same vetting process.  Our funds are also subject  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-16/HL7096/
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to independent auditing. UK support, alongside Norway, France and Japan, is provided 
through a multi-donor trust fund administered by the World Bank, which carries out close 
monitoring of Palestinian Authority (PA) expenditure. UK and international support for the 
PA is helping to maintain stability, deliver basic services and build the institutions of a 
future Palestinian state living in peace and security side by side with Israel. The UK does 
not provide any funding to the Palestine Liberation Organisation. 
Claim 
UK aid to the Palestinian Authority funded an £8 million presidential palace. 
Fact 
Incorrect. UK direct financial assistance to the PA is not used for the purpose of capital 
expenditure and is via a World Bank trust fund, which carries out close monitoring of PA 
expenditure. No UK aid money has been used to finance a ‘presidential palace’. …  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/media-reports-on-uk-aid-projects-setting-the-
record-straight  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
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