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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Faith Schools 
15.  Edward Leigh: If [the Secretary of State for Education] will make an assessment of 
the contribution of faith schools to society. [903910] 

The Minister for Schools (Nick Gibb): Church and faith schools have made a 
significant contribution in helping to shape our education system over many years. 
They are among our best performing schools in the country and parents of all 
faiths and of none value them for the quality of their education and their strong 
ethos. We continue to work closely with faith organisations to ensure that the 
religious character of their schools is maintained and developed. 

Edward Leigh: All that is undeniable: faith schools are extraordinarily popular, so why do 
the Government insist on the cap of 50% on people of a faith attending a new free 
school? We all know that the Government’s hidden agenda is that they do not want 
100% Muslim schools, but the fact is that few Muslim schools are oversubscribed 
anyway, so all this is doing is preventing the Catholic and Anglican new free schools from 
coming on stream. Why not abolish the cap and let freedom prevail? 

Mr Gibb: The 50% limit on faith admissions to free schools ensures that the new 
high-quality school places that they provide are available to local children, not just 
those of a particular faith, and it helps to ensure that those pupils receive an 
inclusive and broad-based education. We are always happy to hear 
representations on how best to achieve those goals and I would certainly 
welcome applications to establish, for example, more Catholic free schools, but I 
understand why the Catholic Church in particular is reluctant to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160307/debtext/16030
7-0001.htm#1603078000023  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Police: Training 
Fiona Mactaggart [29319] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
training front line officers will receive to ensure they record all forms of religiously 
motivated hate crime. 

Karen Bradley: The police have made great strides in responding to hate crime in 
recent years.  New  hate crime  guidance,  which includes  information on  dealing  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160307/debtext/160307-0001.htm#1603078000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160307/debtext/160307-0001.htm#1603078000023
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with and recording all forms of hate crime was issued to all police forces in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland by the College of Policing in May 2014. 
The Government is working closely with the police on the development of the new 
requirement to record data on religiously motivated hate crime by faith. The 
National Policing Lead for hate crime will provide guidance and support to forces 
to ensure there is consistent data collection for religious hate crimes from 1 April 
this year. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29319/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Religious Hate Crimes 
Stewart Maxwell: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a breakdown of 
recorded religious hate crimes in 2014-15 expressed as the number of incidents per 
1,000 members of each religious affiliation, also broken down by incidents recorded 
under section (a) 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 and (b) 1 of the 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) 
Act 2012. (S4W-29827)  

Paul Wheelhouse: The reports titled Religiously Aggravated Offending in 
Scotland 2014-15 and Charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at 
Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 in 2014-15 were 
published on 12 June 2015 and presented information on the number of charges 
that were reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) 
by the police in 2014-15 under section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 
2003 and section 1 and section 6 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. The following table shows 
religious aggravation charges that were reported to COPFS in 2014-15 
for conduct which was derogatory to each religion under the two pieces of 
legislation. The final column presents the number of charges per 1,000 members 
of each, as recorded in the 2011 census. It is important to note that reported 
charges only contain information about the nature of the offensive conduct and 
not about the religious affiliation of the victims of incidents. In 41% of charges, the 
victim of the conduct was a police officer (a proportional decrease from 48% 
in 2013-14), and in 15% of charges the victim was a worker (a proportional 
increase from 11% in 2013-14). The occasions when religious abuse targeted 
people within the ‘general community’, and not a particular individual, represented 
36% of all charges (a proportional increase from 26% in 2013-14). This suggests 
that for many of the charges it is unlikely the accused knew the religious 
affiliation/belief of the victim at the time of incident, and that the attacks were more 
arbitrary in nature.  
Table: Religious aggravation and offensive behaviour at football 
charges derogatory to religions in Scotland in 2014-15 per 1,000 members. 

Religious 
aggravation 
charges in 
2014-151 

Offensive 
behaviour at 
football charges 
in 2014-15           

The religion 
that the 
conduct was 
derogatory 
towards5 

Number of 
charges2 

Number of 
members3 

Charges 
per 1,000 
members 

Number 
of 

charges2 

Number of 
members3 

Charges 
per 1,000 
members 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29319/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29319/
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Christianity4,5 479 2,850,199 0.17 48 2,850,199 0.02 

of which: 
Roman 
Catholicism 

328 841,053 0.39 42 841,053 0.05 

of which: 
Protestantism 

145 1,717,871 0.08 6 1,717,871 0 

Judaism 25 5,887 4.25 1 5,887 0.17 

Islam 71 76,737 0.93 1 76,737 0.01 

Unknown 9 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A 

Other 1 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A 

Table notes:  
1. Information on religious aggravations is taken from Religiously Aggravated 
Offending in Scotland 2014-15 and information on offensive behaviour at football 
charges is taken from Charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football 
and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 in 2014-15, published on 
the Scottish Government website on 12 June 2015.  
2. The number of charges refers to the religion that the conduct was derogatory 
towards and not the number of charges where victims had the relevant affiliation. 
Information about victims’ religious affiliations is not recorded by the police.  
3. Religious group membership information data for this parliamentary question 
and in 2013-14 (S4W- 24173 on 9 February 2015) were taken from the 2011 
census. These were published in census release 2A, on 26 September 2013. 
Previous calculations of the number of incidents per 1,000 members for 2011-12 
and 2012-13, presented in response to previous parliamentary questions (S4W-
 15809 on 7 July 2013 and S4W-11536 on 12 December 2012), were based on 
membership data as presented in the 2001 census:  
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/censusresults/release2a/StatsBull
etin2A.pdf  
4. There are six charges in the Christianity total for religious aggravations charges 
that referred to conduct which was offensive to Christianity in general and were 
not directed towards Protestantism or Roman Catholicism.  
5. Religious group membership data is based on self-reported affiliation in the 
2011 census. Christian denominations are presented in the census under three 
categories: ‘Roman Catholic’, ‘Church of Scotland’ and ‘other Christian.’ For the 
purpose of this table only ‘Church of Scotland’ membership has been attributed as 
‘Protestant’ because ‘other Christian’ may include a mixture of Protestant and non 
Protestant denominations. As a consequence this may lead to an under-reporting 
of the ‘charges per 1,000 members’ in the Protestant category. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-29827&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Politics and Government 
Baroness Tonge [HL6315] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel on the suspension of three  Arab-Israeli members  
 

http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/censusresults/release2a/StatsBulletin2A.pdf
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/censusresults/release2a/StatsBulletin2A.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-29827&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-29827&ResultsPerPage=10
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from speaking in the Knesset. 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6315/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6317] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel on the placing of razor wire by Israeli forces on a 
route taken by school children in Toqou’ village south of Bethlehem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not had discussions with the Israeli 
authorities on this specific issue. However, we have raised concerns on several 
occasions with the relevant Israeli authorities about the route of the barrier. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6317/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Baroness Tonge [HL6502] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how they define the word 
"illegal" with reference to the Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Article 49(6) of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 
1949, to which Israel is a state party, prohibits an occupying power from 
transferring its own civilian population into occupied territory. Consequently, 
settlements are illegal under international law. The UK’s position on the 
settlements is clear. They are illegal, present an obstacle to peace and take us 
further away from a two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-26/HL6502/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6542] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the use of tear gas at Qitoun 
checkpoint against Palestinian children on their way to school. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations to 
the Israeli authorities on this specific issue, we consistently urge Israeli contacts 
against the use of excessive force. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6542/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6543] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to 
take following the second postponement of the visit to follow up the June 2012 
report Children in Military Custody. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 18 February during his visit to Israel, the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), expressed his 
disappointment to Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minister at Israel's unwillingness to 
facilitate meetings for the British lawyers. We are now considering alternative 
means to take forward this work. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6543/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6315/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6315/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6317/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6317/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-26/HL6502/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-26/HL6502/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6542/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6542/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6543/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6543/
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6544] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to 
commemorate the centenary of the Balfour Declaration. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The centenary of the Balfour Declaration in 2017 
is one of a number of significant upcoming anniversaries relating to the Middle 
East. We are beginning to plan for these anniversaries in conjunction with our 
international partners. These plans are still at an early stage. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6544/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6545] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what involvement they 
intend to have in the French-organised Israel-Palestine conference planned for this 
summer. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are in the early stages of consultation with 
the French and other partners on this potential proposal, and will assess how the 
UK should participate on the basis of whether or not it supports progress towards 
a two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6545/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6546] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action the Prime 
Minister intends to take regarding the continued construction of the illegal settlements in 
the West Bank following his comments that those settlements are "genuinely shocking" 
and an "infringement into Palestinian lives and land". 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We will continue to raise our objections to 
settlements with the Israeli government. On 18 February during his visit to Israel, 
the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), 
discussed the issue of settlement with Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, reiterating the UK's position. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6546/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6547] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to 
take following the demolition by Israel of the only school in the Abu al-Nuwaar community 
near the town of al-Eizariya in the occupied West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Whilst we have not raised this particular 
demolition with the Israeli authorities, our position is clear: demolitions cause 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians and are, in all but the most 
exceptional of cases, contrary to international humanitarian law. We regularly 
raise the issue of demolitions with our Israeli counterparts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6547/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL6555] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of the 
proposals contained in Separation: Putting a Border on the Conflict published on 29 
February by the Chairman of the Zionist Union and of the Israeli Labour Party. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made any assessment of the 
proposals contained in the document 'Separation: Putting a Border on the 
Conflict'. We will judge any proposals on the basis of whether we assess they 
support progress towards the two-state solution. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6544/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6544/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6545/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6545/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6546/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6546/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6547/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6547/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6555/  
 

The proposals referred to above do not seem to be available online in English. The 
Hebrew document can be read at 
http://omerbarlev.co.il/images/documents/hatocnit.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Violence Must Be Addressed at Political Level, Secretary-General Tells 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation Summit on Palestine 
… The Middle East continues to endure violent upheaval characterized by terror, 
radicalism and sectarianism that threaten to undermine state legitimacy and reshape the 
region’s geopolitics.  In this changing and unpredictable context, establishing lasting 
peace and security for Palestine and Israel based on the two-State solution has never 
been more urgent. … 
Illegal Israeli settlements keep expanding and chipping away at the viability of a 
Palestinian State as thousands of Palestinian homes in the West Bank risk demolition 
because of obstacles that may be legal on paper but are discriminatory in 
practice.  Palestinians — particularly youth — are losing hope.  They see the impact of 
almost 50 years of conflict on the overall social fabric of their communities; they 
experience the daily humiliations of the occupation; they resent the fact that leaders have 
consistently failed to deliver on the promise of achieving a Palestinian State; and many 
feel an overwhelming sense of hopelessness at their inability to end the occupation that 
continues to drain their lives of opportunity. 
Disillusionment, anger and fear cannot justify terror or violence.  The United Nations 
condemns all such acts.  Stabbings will not bring about Palestinian statehood just as 
denying the dignity of Palestinians will not bring about security for Israelis. … 
We have collectively called for significant policy shifts by Israel, particularly in Area C, 
which are essential to transforming the current dynamics.  We have voiced our serious 
concern that current trends on the ground — including continued acts of violence against 
civilians, incitement, ongoing settlement activity, and the high rate of demolitions of 
Palestinian structures — are dangerously imperilling the viability of a two-State solution. 
… 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17578.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6555/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-29/HL6555/
http://omerbarlev.co.il/images/documents/hatocnit.pdf
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17578.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
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Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

** Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 

Further Consideration Stage 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/03/07&docID=26
2042#2062544 
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/03/07&docID=26
2042#2062928  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 

TOP 
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