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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Jeff Smith [27200] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if she will make an 
assessment of the implications for her policy on school admissions of the finding of the 
report, An Unholy Mess, published by the Fair Admissions Campaign in October 2015, 
relating to information made available on requirements for religious observance as part of 
the admissions process for certain religiously selective schools. 
Jeff Smith [27214] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if she will make an 
assessment of the implications for her policy on school admissions of the finding of the 
report, An Unholy Mess, published by the Fair Admissions Campaign in October 2015, 
on the use of supplementary information forms which assume that parents are of the 
opposite sex; and if she will take steps to ensure that such forms are not used by schools 
in future. 

Nick Gibb: Admission authorities for all state-funded schools, including schools 
with a religious designation, are required to comply with the mandatory provisions 
of the School Admissions Code (the code) and other admissions law. 
Where an objection is made to the Schools Adjudicator, if the arrangements are 
found to be unfair or fail to comply with the code, the admission authority must 
make changes to ensure their arrangements comply within two months of a 
determination. This includes requiring schools to amend their supplementary 
information forms when they do not comply with the code. 
We support the right of schools with a religious designation to prioritise children of 
their faith designation but the code requires that any measure of religious activity 
used for admission purposes must be as laid out by their faith body. 
The Government will shortly consult on a package of changes to the School 
Admissions code which will both respond to concerns from parents and to the 
findings in the Chief Adjudicator’s Annual Report. That package will include 
measures to improve fairness and transparency. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27200/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27214/  
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27200/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27200/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27214/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27214/
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Faith Schools: Complaints 
Jeff Smith [27201] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many vexatious 
complaints there have been against faith schools from secularist campaign groups in 
each of the last three years. 

Nick Gibb: The information requested is held by the Office of the Schools 
Adjudicator (OSA). The OSA Annual Report contains data about the objections 
referred to the OSA and the outcome of those objections: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/parents-to-get-greater-say-in-the-school-
admissions-process 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27201/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Mohammed al-Qeeq 
Richard Burden [27442] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has received on the detainment of Mohammed al-Qeeq 
in Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are concerned about Mr Muhammed al Qiq’s case. The 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office has received written parliamentary questions 
from the other place about this case. We have also received a number of letters 
from Members of Parliament on behalf of their constituents, as well as letters and 
e-mails from Non-Governmental Organisations and members of the public. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27442/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Craig Whittaker [27547] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports his Department has received on the frequency of rocket attacks from 
the West Bank into Israel in the last 12 months. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not received reports of incidents of rocket fire from the 
West Bank into Israel . However, military groups in Gaza (including Hamas’ 
military wing), conduct test-firing of rockets into the Mediterranean on a regular 
basis. There have also been reports of rocket or mortar fire from Gaza towards 
Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27547/  
 
 

European Commission 

EU renews its support to Palestinian Authority and Palestinian refugees with a first 
2016 assistance package totalling €252.5 million 
… the European Commission has approved a €252.5 million assistance package 
supporting the Palestinian Authority and Palestinian refugees. …  
High Representative/ Vice-President Federica Mogherini, said: "The European Union 
renews its concrete commitment to the Palestinians. Through this package, the EU 
supports the daily lives of Palestinians in the fields of education and health, protecting 
the poorest families and also providing the  Palestinian refugees with access to  essential  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/parents-to-get-greater-say-in-the-school-admissions-process
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/parents-to-get-greater-say-in-the-school-admissions-process
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27201/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27201/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27442/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27442/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27547/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27547/
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services. These are tangible steps on the ground that can improve the lives of Palestinian 
people. But these steps are not enough; Palestinian institutions must continue to grow 
stronger, become more transparent, more accountable and more democratic. Viable and 
inclusive institutions, based on respect for the rule of law and human rights, are crucial in 
view of the establishment of an independent and sovereign Palestinian State. Because 
what we want to achieve is the establishment of an independent and sovereign 
Palestinian State living side by side, in peace and security, with the State of Israel and 
other neighbours." …  
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-464_en.htm?locale=en  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 

Report on France 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/France/FRA-CbC-V-2016-
001-ENG.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160229-
0002.htm#16022933000099  
 

Bill as amended on Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0100/160100.pdf  

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-464_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/France/FRA-CbC-V-2016-001-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/France/FRA-CbC-V-2016-001-ENG.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160229-0002.htm#16022933000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160229-0002.htm#16022933000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0100/160100.pdf
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Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/

