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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Business of the House: Pension rules and procurement guidelines 
col 477  Richard Burden: If the Leader of the House casts his mind back to business 
questions on 28 January, he may recall that on that occasion he failed to answer a 
request from the shadow Leader of the House for details of how he would arrange for 
parliamentary scrutiny of the changes that the Cabinet Office was intending to introduce 
to local government pension rules and procurement guidelines for public institutions. He 
may also know that the Minister for the Cabinet Office decided to announce the second 
of those changes last week, not in the House but in Israel, during a joint press 
conference with Prime Minister Netanyahu. 
Given that there is now real uncertainty about what those changes mean, and the 
apparent conflict between what the Minister for the Cabinet Office considers to be the 
target of the guidelines and official Foreign Office advice warning of the risks to business 
of becoming financially involved with illegal actions by Israel in the occupied territories, 
we are still waiting to hear how all this can be scrutinised. Will the Leader of the House 
arrange for the Minister for the Cabinet Office finally to come to the House, make a 
statement and answer questions? 

Chris Grayling: The Minister for the Cabinet Office will be here on 9 March to 
take questions. Mr Speaker, you have been generous in granting opportunities to 
Members of this House to raise concerns in urgent questions, but I cannot 
remember this subject being raised in that way, so perhaps it is not that urgent. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160225/debtext/16022
5-0002.htm#16022537000995  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Organs: Donors 
Paula Sherriff [26737] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what recent discussions 
he has had on presumed consent for organ donations in England. 

Jane Ellison: There have been no such recent discussions although this subject 
has been discussed during debates on organ donation. Our efforts remain 
focussed on the delivery of the seven year United Kingdom-wide organ donation 
and transplantation strategy published by NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) on 
11 July 2013.  We  are  taking  specific  action  to  encourage  registration  on  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160225/debtext/160225-0002.htm#16022537000995
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160225/debtext/160225-0002.htm#16022537000995
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Organ Donor Register, to promote discussion within families about donation and 
to increase consent rates to organ donation, particularly raising awareness of 
donation in the Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) population. 
Organ donation rates are 62% and transplant rates some 44% higher than they 
were in 2008. This has been achieved mainly through a strengthening of the 
donation infrastructure, by increasing the number of specialist nurses and by 
improving retrieval arrangements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26737/  
 

Languages: Education 
Gareth Thomas [26917] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many students 
were entered for (a) GCSE and (b) A levels in (i) Arabic, (ii) modern Greek, (iii) 
Japanese, (iv) Urdu, (v) Bengali, (vi) modern Hebrew, (vii) Punjabi, (viii) Polish, (ix) 
Dutch, (x) Persian, (xi) Turkish, (xii) Albanian, (xiii) Cantonese and (xiv) Mandarin in (A) 
total and (B) each region in (1) 2011, (2) 2012, (3) 2013, (4) 2014 and (5) 2015; and if 
she will make a statement. 

Nick Gibb: It is not possible to identify pupils entered for Mandarin Chinese from 
data held by the Department. The Department does hold information on the 
number of entries into GCSE Chinese which includes Mandarin Chinese and 
other Chinese subjects, including Cantonese. 
There is no GCSE or A level qualification in Albanian. 
The table attached provides information on the number of GCSE and A level 
entries for the stated subjects in each region between 2010/11 and 2014/15. [1][2] 
[1] Coverage is for all state-funded schools (including academies and CTCs) in 
England. 
[2] Figure has been suppressed due to low numbers (1 or 2 pupils) or where 
secondary suppression has been applied. 

 

Number of A level entries: 
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/451959/original/26917%20attachment%201.xlsx  

 

Number of GCSE entries: 
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/451959/original/26917%20attachment%202.xlsx  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26917/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Public Bodies: Israel Boycotts 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what advice they have given to 
local authorities and other public bodies concerning boycotts of goods and services from 
the Israeli settlements in the West Bank. 

The Parliamentary Secretary, Cabinet Office (Lord Bridges of Headley): My 
Lords, on 17 February, the Government published procurement guidance for 
public authorities on existing policy that has been in place for many years under 
successive Governments. The guidance makes it clear that boycotts in public 
procurement are inappropriate, outside where formal legal sanctions, embargos 
and restrictions have been put in place by the UK Government. It is not an Israel-
specific policy. 

Baroness Tonge: Knock me down with a feather, my Lords, if I was not expecting that 
reply. Is the Minister aware that the Foreign Office advice of July 2015 on overseas 
business risks in the  Occupied  Palestinian Territories said: “EU citizens and businesses  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26737/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26737/
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/451959/original/26917%20attachment%201.xlsx
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/451959/original/26917%20attachment%201.xlsx
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/451959/original/26917%20attachment%202.xlsx
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/451959/original/26917%20attachment%202.xlsx
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26917/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26917/
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should … be aware of the potential reputational implications of getting involved in 
economic and financial activities in … settlements”— in the Occupied Territories, and— 
“should seek … legal advice before proceeding”? How does that equate with the advice 
that we received last week? 

Lord Bridges of Headley: I can easily tell the noble Baroness. Paragraph 2.4 of 
the advice says: “The UK Government is deeply committed to promoting our trade 
and business ties with Israel and strongly opposes boycotts.” This is the Foreign 
Office advice, and the Cabinet Office advice sits alongside that. 

Lord Grocott: Has the Minister had a chance to check what the Prime Minister said 
yesterday in answer to a Question about settlements? He said that, “the first time I visited 
Jerusalem … and saw what has happened with the effective encirclement of East 
Jerusalem—occupied East Jerusalem—I found it genuinely shocking”.—[Official Report, 
Commons, 24/2/16; col. 297.] 
Did the Prime Minister not speak for many Members of both Houses and indeed of all 
parties when he said this? Is it not time that we move beyond general expressions of 
dissatisfaction with Israeli settlement activity and took more concerted international 
action? 

Lord Bridges of Headley: The noble Lord makes a perfectly valid point, but this 
is about the role of local authorities. I would gently say to him, with due respect, 
that local authorities should not pursue their own municipal foreign policy which 
contravenes international trade agreements. They should instead focus on local 
issues. The clue is in the name as regards local authorities. 

Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: In the light of local government guidance, could the Minister 
say what action the boycott movement has taken with regard to the Russian invasion of 
Crimea—I apologise for asking this of a Cabinet Office Minister—the Chinese occupation 
of Tibet, Turkey’s occupation of Northern Cyprus and the Moroccan occupation of 
Western Sahara? 

Lord Bridges of Headley: The noble Lord raises lots of issues, but this is about 
boycotts being conducted by local authorities, which I would argue are 
counterproductive. They widen gaps in understanding, poison and polarise 
debate, and block opportunities for co-operation and collaboration. 

Lord Hamilton of Epsom: My Lords, I was in Israel last week as a guest of the Israeli 
Government when my right honourable friend Matt Hancock announced this guidance 
that he was giving to local authorities. As both Israel and the United Kingdom are 
members of the WTO, surely it is illegal to impose these boycotts. They would actually be 
against the law. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: My noble friend is absolutely right. Such boycotts 
would be open to judicial review. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: Hearing what the Minister has said about boycotts, can he 
reassure the House on behalf of his Foreign and Commonwealth Office colleagues that 
we and our European partners lose no opportunity to draw the attention of the Israeli 
Government to the illegality of their settlement policy and the damage which it is doing to 
the prospect of a two-state solution, which is surely in the interests of both Israel and 
Palestine? 

Lord Bridges of Headley: Yes, my Lords, and let me reassure the noble Lord 
that the Government remain completely committed to a two-state resolution to 
secure lasting peace in the Middle East. The best way to achieve that is by 
diplomacy and negotiation. 

Baroness Corston: My Lords, given that the noble Baroness, Lady Anelay of St John’s, 
has repeatedly said at that Dispatch Box that the settlements are a contravention of 
international law, that we deplore them and that they should not be there, how does it 
follow that it is illegal or impossible for a local authority to take action in response to 
those repeated statements by refusing to trade with those very settlements? 

Lord Bridges of  Headley:   My  Lords,  to  repeat  what  I  said  at  the  start,  the  
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guidance merely clarifies and reminds contracting authorities of their obligations 
under the WTO government procurement agreement, to which the EU is a 
signatory, which has been in place since 1996 and which the Labour Government 
and the coalition Government both upheld. 

Baroness Eaton: Thank you. Three-quarters of Palestinian exports are destined for 
Israel and Israeli goods account for two-thirds of the West Bank’s imports. Does the 
Minister agree that a boycott of West Bank goods would be detrimental to the Palestinian 
economy? 

Lord Bridges of Headley: My Lords, I just wish to repeat what I am saying all 
along: this guidance is not about Israel per se. While what my noble friend says 
may have validity, I would say that boycotts are counter-productive and should not 
be taken by local authorities unless there is already a government action in place. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160225-
0001.htm#16022541001165  
 

The procurement advice referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PP
N_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf 
 

“Overseas Business Risk - The Occupied Palestinian Territories” referred to above can 
be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-business-risk-palestinian-
territories/overseas-business-risk-the-occupied-palestinian-territories  
 

The Prime Minister’s answer referred to above can be read at col 297 of 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160224/debtext/16022
4-0001.htm#16022449000011  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Schools: Admissions 
Baroness Meacher [HL5705] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the level of compliance with the School Admissions Code across all 
schools, especially in the light of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the 
British Humanist Association, An Unholy Mess, that claimed a widespread failure to 
comply among religiously selective schools in England. 

Lord Nash: The Department will be conducting a full public consultation in due 
course and will give careful consideration to all the views expressed in that 
consultation as part of the current review of the School Admissions Code. In 
addition, the Schools Adjudicator reports annually to the Secretary of State on fair 
access. The Department is therefore also taking account of the Adjudicator’s 
report for the 2014 -2015 school year. 

 

OSA Annual Report 2015-16: 
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/449195/original/HL5705%20OSA%20Annual%20Report%2014-15.pdf  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5705/  
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Baroness Meacher [HL5706] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what percentage of 
objections submitted to the Office of the Schools Adjudicator by secularist campaign 
groups were upheld in the period from 2012 to 2015. 

Lord Nash: Since 2012, 87% of all objections submitted to the Office of the 
Schools Adjudicator by secularist campaign groups were upheld or partially 
upheld. The Office of the Schools Adjudicator Annual Report c ontains data  about  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160225-0001.htm#16022541001165
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160225-0001.htm#16022541001165
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PPN_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PPN_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-business-risk-palestinian-territories/overseas-business-risk-the-occupied-palestinian-territories
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-business-risk-palestinian-territories/overseas-business-risk-the-occupied-palestinian-territories
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160224/debtext/160224-0001.htm#16022449000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160224/debtext/160224-0001.htm#16022449000011
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/449195/original/HL5705%20OSA%20Annual%20Report%2014-15.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/449195/original/HL5705%20OSA%20Annual%20Report%2014-15.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5705/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5705/
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the objections referred to the OSA and the outcome of those objections. 
 

OSA annual report 14-15: 
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/449196/original/HL5706%20attachment%20OSA%20annual%20rep
ort%2014-15.pdf  

 

OSA annual report 13-14: 
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/449196/original/HL5706%20attachment%20OSA%20annual%20rep
ort%2013-14.pdf  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5706/  

 
 

Police Service of Northern Ireland 

Incidents and Crimes with a Hate Motivation Recorded by the Police in Northern 
Ireland: Quarterly Update to 31 December 2015 
http://www.psni.police.uk/quarterly_hate_motivations_bulletin_period_ending_dec15.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

See “Business of the House: Pension rules and procurement guidelines” in the 
Home Affairs section above. 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Bedouin 
Tania Mathias [27755] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether he has had discussions with the Israeli government on the displacement 
of Bedouin people from townships in the Negev. 

Tobias Ellwood: I discussed the Bedouin in the Negev with Head of the Joint List 
MK Ayman Odeh during my visit to Israel on 18 February. Officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv are following developments closely, and we continue to 
encourage the Israeli authorities and Bedouin communities to work together to 
identify satisfactory solutions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27755/  

 
Cabinet Office: Meetings 

Helen Goodman [27634] To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what meetings (a) 
he and (b) Ministers of his Department have had with (i) arms manufacturers, (ii) tobacco 
manufacturers and (iii) representatives of the Israeli embassy since the period covered in 
his Department's most recent ministerial gifts, hospitality, travel and meetings data 
release. 

Matthew Hancock: Departments publish details of Ministers meetings' with 
external organisations routinely on www.Gov.uk. 
 

http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/449196/original/HL5706%20attachment%20OSA%20annual%20report%2014-15.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/449196/original/HL5706%20attachment%20OSA%20annual%20report%2014-15.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/449196/original/HL5706%20attachment%20OSA%20annual%20report%2014-15.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/449196/original/HL5706%20attachment%20OSA%20annual%20report%2013-14.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/449196/original/HL5706%20attachment%20OSA%20annual%20report%2013-14.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/449196/original/HL5706%20attachment%20OSA%20annual%20report%2013-14.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5706/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5706/
http://www.psni.police.uk/quarterly_hate_motivations_bulletin_period_ending_dec15.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27755/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27755/
http://www.gov.uk/
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Details of meetings held during the period October – December 2015 will be 
published in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27634/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

See “Public Bodies: Israel Boycotts” in the Home Affairs section above. 
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

John Howell (1151) Palestinian prisoners – That this House notes with concern that 
the Government continues to sanction payments from British taxpayers to convicted 
Palestinian criminals serving their sentences in Israeli prisons; further notes that the 
Department for International Development made payments to the Word Bank's 
Palestinian Development Plan (PRDP) Trust Fund, that this fund contributed to the 
Palestinian Authority's Ministry of Prisoners Affairs which provided salaries to prisoners, 
and that the payments continue through a cash transfer from the Palestinian Authority's 
PROP fund to the PLO; acknowledges the efforts of Zionist Federation UK's No Money 
for Murder campaign that highlights evidence gathered by the International Development 
Select Committee (IDC) in 2014, which confirms that payments are made on a scale of 
1,400 NIS, £250 a month, for time served up to three years to over 12,000 NIS, £2,100 a 
month, for time served up to 30 years; notes that the highest salaries are comparable to 
starting wages for teachers and nurses in the UK; and calls on the Government to stop 
these payments from the International Development budget that both encourage and 
allow people to profit from murder. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1151  
 
Gerald Kaufman (1158) The Big Ride – That this House salutes The Big Ride, an 
initiative by supporters of the Palestinian people, for organising a series of three day 
rides in 2016 from Bristol, Manchester, Sheffield and London that will converge in 
Birmingham on Sunday 7 August for a major public event with speakers from the growing 
solidarity movement; and notes that on Monday 8 August, hundreds of cyclists and 
supporters will leave Birmingham in a convoy to the Elbit-owned factory in Shenstone, 
Staffordshire, for a peaceful demonstration to highlight the UK's unethical arms trade with 
Israel. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1158  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27634/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27634/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1151
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1158
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
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Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0097/amend/ml097-II.htm  
 

Scottish Parliament Devolution (Further Powers) Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10385&i=95589#
ScotParlOR  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 

TOP 
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