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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Muslim Brotherhood 
Tom Brake [26163] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what plans 
her Department has to take account in its policies of the conclusions of the Muslim 
Brotherhood Review, HC 679, published on 17 December 2015. 

Karen Bradley: The Review into the Muslim Brotherhood (MB) has highlighted 
concerns about the Brotherhood and concluded that aspects of its ideology and 
tactics in the UK, and overseas, have been contrary to our values, national 
interests and national security. 
The Government will intensify its scrutiny of the views and activities that 
Brotherhood members and associates promote, both here and overseas. It will 
also continue to consult, and share information and analysis, with other 
governments in the Middle East and North Africa as appropriate. 
We have looked carefully at the findings of the review and will continue to: 

 refuse visas to members and associates of the Brotherhood who are on 
record as having made extremist comments, in line with our existing policy 
guidelines and approach to extremism in all forms;  

 seek to ensure charities that have links to the Brotherhood are not misused 
to support or finance the Brotherhood instead of their lawful charitable 
purpose; 

 strengthen liaison arrangements with international partners to ensure that 
allegations of illicit funding or other misuse of charities are robustly 
investigated and appropriate action taken; • enforce the EU asset freeze on 
Hamas; and 

 keep under review whether the views and activities of the Brotherhood 
meet the legal test for proscription. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-08/26163/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-08/26163/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-08/26163/
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Cabinet Office 

Putting a stop to public procurement boycotts 
Guidance published today makes clear that procurement boycotts by public authorities 
are inappropriate, outside where formal legal sanctions, embargoes and restrictions have 
been put in place by the government. 
Town hall boycotts undermine good community relations, poisoning and polarising 
debate, weakening integration and fuelling anti-Semitism. 
Locally imposed boycotts can roll back integration as well as hinder Britain’s export trade 
and harm international relationship. 
All contracting authorities will be impacted by this new guidance including central 
government, executive agencies, non-departmental public bodies, the wider public 
sector, local authorities and NHS bodies. Any public body found to be in breach of the 
regulations could be subject to severe penalties. 
The World Trade Organisation Government Procurement Agreement – an international 
market access agreement – requires all those countries that have signed up to the 
Agreement to treat suppliers equally. This includes the EU and Israel. Any discrimination 
against Israeli suppliers involving procurements would therefore be in breach of the 
Agreement. 
The guidance published today complements existing government guidance about trading 
or investing overseas (including with Israel), where we advise UK businesses to consider 
any potential legal and economic risks of doing so. It is also in line with the government’s 
existing policy of support for clear and transparent labelling of settlement products to 
ensure that individual consumers are able to make informed choices before they buy. 
Cabinet Office Minister, Matthew Hancock said: We need to challenge and prevent these 
divisive town hall boycotts. The new guidance on procurement combined with changes 
we are making to how pension pots can be invested will help prevent damaging and 
counter-productive local foreign policies undermining our national security. 
We support UK local authorities, businesses and individual consumers alike in making 
informed choices about how they procure services and products from overseas. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/putting-a-stop-to-public-procurement-boycotts 
 
 
Procurement Policy Note: Ensuring compliance with wider international 
obligations when letting public contracts 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PP
N_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Religious Education 
Steven Agnew [AQW 54183/11-16]  To ask the Minister of Education ,given the recent 
report entitled Commission on Religion and Beliefs in British Public Life and its 
recommendation that RE should be renamed and broadened to include more religious 
and non-religious worldviews, to detail what steps his Department is taking to move this 
forward. 

Minister of Education: The core RE syllabus aims to reflect the changing world 
and enables Key Stage 2 pupils to become aware of and have respect for differing 
cultures and faiths, as well as providing for Key Stage 3 pupils to study two world 
religions. Key Stage 4 pupils study the Christian Church from both a Protestant 
and Catholic tradition. This applies in all grant-aided schools and was drawn up 
after wide consultation by a group made up of the four main churches. 
When the Education  and  Training Inspectorate (ETI)  undertakes  inspection  of a  
 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/gproc_e/gp_gpa_e.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/putting-a-stop-to-public-procurement-boycotts
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PPN_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PPN_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf
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school, it takes cognisance of, and reports on, the overall ethos and values of all 
schools which are inspected. It also takes account of the delivery of key aspects 
of the curriculum including Personal Development and Mutual Understanding, 
Learning for Life and Work, Citizenship and Literacy. Inspectors visit RE lessons 
to evaluate teaching and learning when it is requested by the Chairperson of the 
Board of Governors. This request is made in writing to the Chief Inspector in 
advance of the inspection. In most instances the request is agreed. 
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from all or part of RE on the grounds 
of conscience and teachers also have the right to be excused from teaching all or 
part of RE. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=259239  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

See also under “Cabinet Office” in the “Home Affairs” section above. 
 

 

United Nations 

UN relief official calls on Israel to halt demolitions in occupied West Bank 
immediately 
A senior United Nations humanitarian official today called for an immediate halt to the 
destruction of Palestinian-owned property in the occupied West Bank and for respect for 
international law. 
“The number of demolitions for just the first six weeks of 2016 is greatly alarming,” said 
Robert Piper, the UN Coordinator for Humanitarian Assistance and Development Aid for 
the occupied Palestinian territory, in a press release. 
“Over 400 Palestinians have been displaced from their homes – equivalent to over half 
the total number of Palestinians displaced in all of 2015,” … 
Over 100 of the demolished structures were already provided as humanitarian assistance 
to families in need, often in the wake of an earlier demolition. … 
“Most of the demolitions in the West Bank take place on the spurious legal grounds that 
Palestinians do not possess building permits,” said Mr. Piper, “but, in Area C, official 
Israeli figures indicate only 1.5 per cent of Palestinian permit applications are approved in 
any case. So what legal options are left for a law-abiding Palestinian?” 
Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has noted that the Israeli zoning and 
planning policy in the West Bank is “restrictive and discriminatory.” Under international 
humanitarian law, the destruction of property in an occupied territory is also prohibited 
unless absolutely necessary for military operations. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53252#.VsSZd2R94qI  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Church of England / Church of Scotland 

General Synod votes to approve historic agreement with Church of Scotland 
An historic agreement recognising the longstanding ecumenical partnership between the  
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=259239
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/hc_statement_demolitions_feb16_final.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53252#.VsSZd2R94qI
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Church of Scotland and the Church of England and paving the way for future joint 
working between the two churches has been backed today by the General Synod. 
Members voted to approve the Columba Declaration and welcome Growth in 
Communion, Partnership in Mission, a report by the Joint Study Group of the Church of 
England and the Church of Scotland, as a 'significant development' in the relationship 
between the two churches. … 
The report will now go to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in May for 
approval. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.churchofengland.org/media-centre/news/2016/02/general-synod-votes-to-
approve-historic-agreement-with-church-of-scotland.aspx  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 

TOP 
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