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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Islam Extremism 
Lord Wallace of Saltaire: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress has been 
made by the review into funding for extremist interpretations of Islam within the United 
Kingdom, including from overseas sources, announced by the Prime Minister on 2 
December 2015 with the declared intention that it would report by the spring of 2016. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport and 
Home Office (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): My Lords, the review into the 
funding of extremist interpretations of Islamic ideology, including funds that come 
from overseas, has made good progress. Analysts from across government are 
working on the review, led by the extremism analysis unit. It will report to the 
Prime Minister and the Home Secretary in the spring of this year. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, we understand that the Charities Commission has 
been doing some work on domestic sources, looking particularly at the role of Muslim 
charities. Foreign funding is entirely legitimate but it should be transparent, whether it 
comes from government or private sources. We have indications that some Governments 
have been supporting Muslim education in this country, but of course it should be 
directed to legitimate ends and not to the support of extremist versions of Islam. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I totally agree with the noble Lord that any source of 
funding that seeks to divide or disrupt what we have here in the United Kingdom 
should be looked upon, and the full force of the law for anyone seeking to create 
such divisions will be imposed. The noble Lord mentioned the review by the 
Charities Commission. That is very much factored into the review that is currently 
being carried out and I am speaking to colleagues in the Cabinet Office very 
closely on this subject. 

Lord Marlesford: My Lords, what are the Government proposing to do about the Muslim 
Brotherhood, considering that the report that the Government commissioned, which was 
published in December, concludes with the words: “Muslim Brotherhood ideology and 
tactics, in this country and overseas, are contrary to our values and have been contrary 
to our national interests and our national security”? … 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … On the issue of the Muslim Brotherhood, he is of 
course quite right: the Government published their findings in the review. The 
whole issue around the Muslim Brotherhood is something that the Government 
are watching very closely. 
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Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, when we talk about Islamic extremism, should we 
not attempt to be more precise in what we are talking about? There are passages in the 
Koran that might have been relevant to the time when the infant Muslim community was 
under siege from all sides but may not be so relevant today. It is important that those 
passages be put in the context of today. Should the Government not be working with 
Muslim leaders to that end? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: It is not the Government’s role to decide on which 
interpretation of Islam is correct, but I assure the noble Lord that we work with all 
Muslim organisations, and indeed all faith institutions across the board, to ensure 
that we not only sustain what we have in our country today but build the 
resilience, strength and indeed the harmony and diversity of faith across our 
country that is a source of great strength for this nation. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury: My Lords, it is widely agreed that all statements that 
tend towards causing hatred, contempt and violence towards other faiths should not be 
permitted, but does the Minister nevertheless agree that it is not extremist in any way, 
and should in fact be encouraged, for there to be statements that are frank and 
categorical assertions of faith or no faith, and that there is no right not to be offended or 
hurt by such statements? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I agree on the whole issue of interpretations and the 
right not to be offended, because after all that is what we are protecting here in 
our country. I think that there is a distinct line to be drawn when it comes to any 
conservative practice of a particular religion. Indeed, my right honourable friend 
the Prime Minister is on record, when referring to Islam in particular, as saying 
that anyone who is devout of faith can be anything but an extremist. The right to 
offend someone and not to be offended remains a value that we wish to protect, 
but we need to stand up to those who seek to divide us and to create division 
between society and faiths. That is certainly what our counterextremism strategy 
is all about. 

Lord Lester of Herne Hill: My Lords, is the Minister aware that I have tried four times to 
get a straight answer to a Parliamentary Question about whether, in countering extremist 
ideology, the Government are concerned about the preaching and teaching of 
Wahhabism in mosques and Muslim education bodies in Britain that are funded from 
overseas? Could he please answer that question with a yes or no? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are concerned as a Government—as we all 
are—about any kind of funding which seeks to harm and disturb the nature of our 
society. The noble Lord referred to a particular issue; the review that has been set 
up was set up with that very intention: to look at all forms of extremism that seek 
to influence or distort Islam in a way which is not conducive to the fundamental 
shared values we enjoy in Britain today. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: My Lords, does the Government’s analysis of extremist 
interpretations of Islam include what is preached in our mosques, madrassahs and 
prisons by imams and extremists speaking in Arabic and other languages? How many 
reliable interpreters do we have, and should we not fund quite a few more from our own 
resources? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: It is not the Government’s role, as I said earlier, to 
start adjudicating on different interpretations of Islam. The Government’s role—
and this is exactly what they are doing—is to protect and secure all our citizens 
and protect the fundamental values we enjoy, which include the ability to profess, 
propagate and practise your faith with the basic and fundamental value of respect 
for all faiths and none in our country. That is what the Government seek to do, 
and I believe that we all subscribe to that principle. 

Lord Harries of Pentregarth: Has it been possible to engage mainstream Muslim 
communities in this review so that any definition of extremism which is used will have 
widespread agreement—or as widespread as possible? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: That is not only the Government’s intention but what  
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we are doing, including myself as the Minister responsible. My right honourable 
friends the Prime Minister and the Home Secretary, as well as other members of 
the Cabinet, are directly engaged. Indeed, the engagement forum, which the 
Prime Minister has himself led on a couple of occasions, alongside the Education 
Secretary Nicky Morgan, has been about engaging with all denominations across 
the wide spectrum of Islam in Britain today. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160203-
0001.htm#16020358000420  
 
The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-opening-statement-to-commons-debate-
on-military-action-in-syria  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Margaret Ritchie (1064) Cyber bullying – That this House condemns cyberbullying, 
online harassment and trolling; notes with concern the detrimental effect it can have on 
victims' mental and physical well-being; further notes that much of this bullying is sexist, 
racist or homophobic in nature; calls on the Government to equip young people and other 
web users with education on how to recognise and report cyber-bullying; urges the 
establishment of a support-network for the victims of online harassment; and, given that 
a significant proportion of online harassment emanates from outside the UK, encourages 
the Government to work with its partners internationally to ensure the perpetrators of 
harassment cannot use jurisdictional issues as a means to escape responsibility for their 
actions online. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1064  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Imports: Israel 
Hilary Benn [24931] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, whether marketing standards conformity certificates issued by Israel covering 
consignments of fresh fruit and vegetables grown in the occupied Palestinian territories 
indicate that the products they cover originate in Israel. 

George Eustice: The Horticultural Marketing Inspectors have no reason to 
believe that these certificates do not contain correct information. In 2012, the 
European Commission announced that their research into Israeli/Palestinian 
export certificates “did not reveal any evidence of non-conformity regarding the 
indication of the country of origin”. The Commission also reaffirmed the 
requirement that the origin needed to be clearly indicated whether it was Israel or 
an Occupied Territory. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-29/24931/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160203-0001.htm#16020358000420
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160203-0001.htm#16020358000420
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-opening-statement-to-commons-debate-on-military-action-in-syria
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-opening-statement-to-commons-debate-on-military-action-in-syria
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1064
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-29/24931/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-29/24931/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5413] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning the students from Birzeit university 
who are currently in prison; and what assessment they have made of the government of 
Israel’s treatment of Palestinian students. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not had any discussions with the Israeli 
authorities on this specific issue. We consistently urge Israel to ease movement 
and access restrictions across the Occupied Palestinian Territories, not least 
because of the impact the restrictions have on children and their education. 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv also regularly raise our concerns with the 
Israeli government officials about the imprisonment of Palestinians outside the 
West Bank, in direct contravention of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5413/  

 
Islamic State 

Lord Alton of Liverpool [HL5451] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of the impact of the remarks by Sheikh Abu Taqi Al-Din Al-Dari delivered 
at the Al-Aqsa Mosque, and posted online on 16 January, that "the basic principle is that 
the Islamic state should work to conquer the world through Jihad for the sake of Allah" 
and that "it must conquer Rome, Washington, and Paris"; and, in the light of the recent 
visit to the UK of the Grand Imam of Al-Aqsa, whether they are in discussion with him 
about the effect of incitements to violence. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem have discussed this in detail with the Jordanian Waqf, including raising 
our concern over the language used. The remarks made are indeed deeply 
concerning. However, the person filmed (Sheikh Abu Taqi Al-Din Al-Dari) has no 
connection to the Palestinian Authority, or the Jordanian Waqf. Although the video 
footage does appear to show him speaking inside the al Aqsa mosque, he was 
not preaching from the minbar, nor is he authorised to do so by the Waqf. We 
regularly raise incitement with the Palestinian Authority, and have urged key 
figures to encourage calm and condemn violence. Our Consul-General raised the 
issue of incitement most recently with the Palestinian Minister of Health on 21 
January, and Fatah Central Committee member Jibril Rjoub on 26 January. We 
welcome President Abbas’ recent restated commitment to reviving the Tripartite 
Committee on Incitement, as the best channel to address allegations of Israeli and 
Palestinian incitement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-26/HL5451/  

 
Israel: Nuclear Power 

Lord Stoddart of Swindon [HL5207] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, in the 
light of the nuclear agreement with Iran, they plan to make representations to the 
government of Israel to accede to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and agree to the 
same level of inspection now accepted by Iran. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is the 
cornerstone of the international nuclear non-proliferation regime and the essential 
foundation for the pursuit of nuclear disarmament and for peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy. All state parties should be pushing for universality of the treaty. In that 
regard, the Government continues to call on all states that are not parties to the 
NPT,  including  Israel,  to accede to it,  and we also  continue  to call  on  Israel to  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-26/HL5451/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-26/HL5451/
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agree a full scope Comprehensive Safeguards agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-19/HL5207/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Kick it Out 

Playing the game: reporting antisemitism in football 
http://www.kickitout.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Playing-the-game-Reporting-
antisemitism-in-football.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Ping Pong, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160202-
0001.htm#16020267000556  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0084/amend/amend084-c.pdf  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0073/amend/su073-II-d.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-19/HL5207/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-19/HL5207/
http://www.kickitout.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Playing-the-game-Reporting-antisemitism-in-football.pdf
http://www.kickitout.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Playing-the-game-Reporting-antisemitism-in-football.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160202-0001.htm#16020267000556
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160202-0001.htm#16020267000556
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0084/amend/amend084-c.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0073/amend/su073-II-d.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR  

TOP 
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