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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Hate Crime: Internet 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon [HL5146] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
Written Statement by Lord Faulks on 10 December 2015 (HLWS380), whether they will 
continue to oppose common EU standards relating to online hate speech and insist that 
such a matter is for decision by the Member States. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Yes. This is a decision for individual member states. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5146/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Lords/2015-12-10/HLWS380/  
 
 

Downing Street 

Review of racial bias and BAME representation in Criminal Justice System 
announced 
… Today the Prime Minister has asked David Lammy MP to lead a review of the Criminal 
Justice System in England and Wales to investigate evidence of possible bias against 
black defendants and other ethnic minorities. … 
The Rt Hon David Lammy MP said:… With over a quarter of the prison population 
coming from a BAME background the urgency here is clear. 
I look forward to leading a team that will evaluate what works in the UK, draw on lessons 
from abroad and listen to a broad range of voices from the justice system and our BAME 
communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-of-racial-bias-and-bame-representation-in-
criminal-justice-system-announced  
  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5146/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5146/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2015-12-10/HLWS380/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2015-12-10/HLWS380/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-of-racial-bias-and-bame-representation-in-criminal-justice-system-announced
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-of-racial-bias-and-bame-representation-in-criminal-justice-system-announced
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Public Health England 

Faith at end of life: public health approach resource for professionals 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/496231/Fai
th_at_end_of_life_-_a_resource.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Holocaust Educational Trust 
Dan Jarvis [23266] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what funding her 
Department plans to allocate to support the Holocaust Educational Trust's Lessons from 
Auschwitz Project. 

Nick Gibb: Every young person should be taught about the Holocaust and the 
lessons it teaches us today. In recognition of its significance, the Holocaust is 
compulsory within the national curriculum. 
For the past ten years the Department for Education has funded the Holocaust 
Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz Project which has taken more than 
28,000 students to visit the site of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp. 
The Department will continue to promote, support and fund the teaching of the 
Holocaust. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-20/23266/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Christianity 
Mike Kane [23464] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what steps the UK Embassy in Israel has taken to monitor attacks on Christian places of 
worship. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv is in regular contact with 
representatives of churches on a range of issues, including to discuss concern 
about attacks on places of worship. The last attack occurred on 17 January 2016 
where the Dormition Abbey compound of the Orthodox Church in the Old City of 
Jerusalem was vandalised with anti-Christian slogans. The ‘Tag Meir’ organisation 
has listed 44 cases of vandalism and arson on Christian and Muslim places of 
worship in Israel and the West Bank since December 2009. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-20/23464/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [23710] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has received on the case of the Hares Boys; what 
discussions he has had with the Israeli authorities on that case; and what information he 
holds on the current situation. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/496231/Faith_at_end_of_life_-_a_resource.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/496231/Faith_at_end_of_life_-_a_resource.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-20/23266/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-20/23266/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-20/23464/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-20/23464/
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Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has received a number 
of parliamentary questions from Members of the House of Commons, letters from 
Members of Parliament on behalf of their constituents and letters and emails from 
members of the public on the case of the Hares Boys. 
An official from our Embassy in Tel Aviv met Chief Military Prosecutor, Maurice 
Hirsch, on 23 November to raise our concerns over this case in addition to our 
broader concerns about Israel’s child detention policy. We were informed by the 
Chief Military Prosecutor that the Hares boys agreed to a plea bargain resulting in 
their imprisonment for 15 years. We continue to monitor developments in the case 
of the Hares boys and raise the issue with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-21/23710/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Richard Burden [23651] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what recent discussions she has had with the UN Relief and Work Agency of the 
potential effect of financial shortfalls in (a) 2015-16 and (b) future on the provision of aid 
to the Palestinian Territories. 

Desmond Swayne: The Secretary of State for International Development met 
UNRWA’s Commissioner General, Pierre Krahenbuhl, in December 2015 to 
reaffirm the UK’s commitment to UNRWA. Their discussion also focused on the 
important reforms UNRWA has been undertaking to address their chronic deficit 
and the need for UNRWA to diversify their donor base. The UK remains the third 
largest donor to UNRWA’s core budget and emergency appeals, in recognition of 
the important work that UNRWA does and that Palestinian refugees are a 
particularly vulnerable group across the region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-21/23651/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Andrew Percy [24136] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what support her Department is providing to projects that develop opportunities for 
educational co-operation between Palestinians and Israelis. 

Desmond Swayne: Through the Conflict Stability and Security Fund (CSSF), the 
UK provides support for the ‘Youth Creating Peace On/Line’ project which 
encourages educational cooperation between Palestinians and Israelis. The 
project, run by NGO ‘Kids Creating Peace’, uses dialogue and leadership 
workshops to train participants to become peace advocates in their communities 
and beyond. The UK is providing £40,000 to ‘Youth Creating Peace On/Line’ for 
2016/17. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-26/24136/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Martyn Day (1033) Mohammed Al-Qiq – That this House notes with alarm that on 27 
January 2016 the Israeli High Court ruled that Palestinian journalist Mohammed al-Qiq 
will remain in custody, despite his health condition being critical as a result of being on 
hunger strike for 63 days in protest of his detention without trial; expresses concern at 
Israel's ongoing practice of administrative detention, used as a punitive measure wherein 
Palestinians are being held for extended periods without being charged or permitted to 
stand trial; believes that this practice is in breach of a number of relevant international 
agreements and conventions,  including the 4th Geneva  Convention;  further  notes  that  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-21/23710/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-21/23710/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-21/23651/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-21/23651/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-26/24136/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-26/24136/
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Israel's administrative detention policy includes the practice of deporting Palestinian 
prisoners from the Occupied Palestinian Territories to Israel and the denial of regular 
family visits; further expresses the view that extensive detention without charge or trial 
amounts to inhumane, degrading and unjust punishment of prisoners; acknowledges the 
request from Mohammed al-Qiq for immediate international intervention on his case; 
regrets the Government's lack of any meaningful or substantive action against 
administrative detention which has led to hunger strikes; and furthermore calls on the 
Government to make renewed and increased representations to insist the Israeli 
government cancel this policy immediately, restore rights to all Palestinian prisoners, and 
to either release or charge and bring to trial Palestinian detainees. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1033  
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief 'alarmed' by Hamas leadership's pledge to keep building tunnels, firing 
rockets at Israel 
Alarmed by recent statements from the Hamas leadership in Gaza about the group's 
intention to continue building tunnels and firing rockets at Israel, United Nations 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today said such remarks and actions do “serious 
disservice” to the enclave's long-suffering people and put at risk the international 
community's humanitarian and development efforts. 
“Such statements and actions put at risk reconstruction, humanitarian and development 
efforts by the international community and Palestinian and Israeli authorities. They also 
do a serious disservice to the long-suffering people of Gaza,” said Mr. Ban in 
a statement issued by his spokesperson. 
After three devastating conflicts in seven years, people in Gaza and the people of 
southern Israel deserve a chance for peace and development, the Secretary-General's 
statement continued, underscoring that every effort must be made to improve the living 
conditions of the people of Gaza. 
“The Secretary-General reiterates his condemnation of terrorism in all its manifestations,” 
it concluded. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53130#.Vq5S0WR96nY  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1033
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9428
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53130#.Vq5S0WR96nY
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 

Stage 1 Report, Health Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_HealthandSportCommittee/Reports/HSS042016R03.pdf 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR  

TOP 
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