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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Business of the House 

col 1012  Jim Shannon: There are growing concerns across the whole of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland about sharia law and the use of sharia 
councils. There can never be two legal systems in the United Kingdom: the law created 
and processed by this House is the only law of the land. Will the Leader of the House 
agree to a statement on this most important legal matter? 

Chris Grayling: Let us be absolutely clear about this. We have one law of the 
land which applies to every single citizen of this country—to every single person 
who is in this country—regardless of race, colour or creed. That is beyond 
question, and, in my view, it can never be different. Systems that offer arbitration 
services within, for example, religious groups are ultimately not legally binding. 
Ultimately, the only places in our country that deliver legally binding rulings are 
our courts, and people in this country can always have recourse to the courts in 
the event of matters of challenge in their lives. 
I know that this matter is of concern to the Home Secretary. She will be here next 
week, and I encourage the hon. Gentleman to raise the issue with her, as, indeed, 
will I. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160114/debtext/16011
4-0001.htm#16011449000005  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Radicalism 
The following five questions all received the same answer 

Gerald Howarth [21382] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the Government's Counter-Extremism Strategy, published in October 2015, 
whether a religious group or individual which claims that their religion is the only one true 
faith is included in its definition of extremism. 
Gerald Howarth [21383] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the Government's Counter-Extremism Strategy, published in October 2015, 
what plans the Government has to consult with faith groups on its definition of extremism. 
Gerald Howarth [21384] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the Government's Counter-Extremism Strategy, published in October 2015, 
what constitutes non-violent extremism. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160114/debtext/160114-0001.htm#16011449000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160114/debtext/160114-0001.htm#16011449000005
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Gerald Howarth [21385] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the Government's Counter-Extremism Strategy, published in October 2015, 
what her definition is of non-violent expressions of religious belief which are (a) extreme 
and (b) not extreme. 
Gerald Howarth [21386 To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to paragraph 113 of the Government's Counter-Extremism Strategy, published 
in October 2015, what definition her Department uses of extremism; and what steps she 
is taking to ensure that that definition does not close down debate or limit free speech. 

Karen Bradley: The Government definition of extremism is 'vocal or active 
opposition to our fundamental values, including democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and 
beliefs.' We have been consistent on this since 2011 and have reaffirmed this 
definition in the Counter-Extremism Strategy. 
The overwhelming majority of people in this country support these values and 
condemn those who try to undermine them. 
The Government would not consider the ‘claim’ that an individual’s religion is ‘the 
only one true faith’ to be extremist. 
We are clear that Government should not restrict anyone’s freedom of speech or 
right to practise a faith. These are core values that help to make our country great. 
However we shouldn’t allow the extremist voice to go unchallenged, causing harm 
to our society and promoting hatred and division. 
The Government has engaged on the strategy, and will continue to engage with 
partners - including faith groups, communities and civic society groups on the new 
proposed powers to tackle the most dangerous extremists. This provides an 
opportunity to consult on the proposed powers further, and ensure that sufficient 
safeguards are in place to protect our rights to free speech and debate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21382/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21383/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21384/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21385/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21386/ 
 

Radicalism 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Fiona Bruce [21880] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what plans 
the Government has to produce further guidance on the definition of extremism used in 
her Department's Counter-Extremism Strategy, Cm 9148, published in October 2015. 
Fiona Bruce [21883] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the 
implications are for the provisions of the Public Order Act 1986 of her Department's 
Counter-Extremism Strategy, Cm 9148, published in October 2015 and its definition of 
extremism. 
Fiona Bruce [21884] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether 
her Department plans to consult faith groups on the criteria and processes for decisions 
that will be made on whether expressions of belief are considered extreme for the 
purposes of its counter-extremism strategy and policies resulting from that strategy. 

Karen Bradley:  The   Government  definition  of  extremism  is   'vocal  or   active  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21382/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21382/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21383/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21383/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21384/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21384/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21385/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21385/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21386/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21386/
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opposition to our fundamental values, including democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and 
beliefs.' We have been consistent on this since 2011 and have reaffirmed this 
definition in the Counter-Extremism Strategy. 
Vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, in particular mutual respect 
and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs within the Counter-Extremism Strategy 
definition of extremism is consistent with the incitement provisions within the 
Public Order Act 1986, in particular Part 3 aimed at those who stir up racial or 
religious hatred. 
We are clear that Government should not restrict anyone’s freedom of speech or 
right to practise a faith. These are core values. But we shouldn’t allow the 
extremist voice to go unchallenged, causing harm to our society and promoting 
hatred and division. 
Government has engaged widely on the Counter-Extremism Strategy, and 
continues to engage with partners - including faith groups and communities on the 
implementation of the Strategy’s measures. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21880/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21883/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21884/  
 

Extracurricular Activities 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Fiona Bruce [21882] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what plans her 
Department has to include within its proposals for registration and inspection of out-of-
school education settings (a) annual holiday clubs and (b) communal religious groups. 
Fiona Bruce [21881] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to her 
Department's consultation, Out-of-school education settings: call for evidence, published 
on 26 November 2015, what definition her Department uses for (a) supplementary 
schools, (b) tuition centres, (c) intensive education and (d) the eight hours threshold for 
inspection. 

Nick Gibb: The Government wants children to be educated in a safe environment 
where they are not exposed to hateful and extremist views that undermine British 
values. 
The call for evidence on out-of-school settings described: 
(a) Supplementary schools as settings which offer support or education in addition 
to mainstream or core learning, and which operate after school hours and on the 
weekends; and 
(b) Tuition centres as settings which could often be used in place of mainstream 
education and support home education, and which can operate at any time of 
day. 
The proposals are about making sure that where there are concerns raised by 
parents and others about issues of extremism, child cruelty or inappropriate 
teaching in unregulated settings, the Government can take action to protect 
children and empower parents. 
The call for evidence defined intensive education as anything which entails an 
individual child attending a setting for more than betweensix toeight hours a week. 
Such settings would be required to register with their local authority and be 
eligible for inspection where concerns were reported. 
Settings providing ad hoc classes or regular classes below a specified time 
threshold  would not be captured by the  proposal.  One-week  holiday  clubs  and  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21880/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21880/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21883/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21883/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21884/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21884/
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Sunday schools would not, therefore, be covered. The proposal is intended to 
capture settings where children receive intensive education, regardless of faith or 
whether provided by a community group. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21882/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21881/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Education: Unregistered Schools 
Lord Storey: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have for regulating 
unregistered schools. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Education (Lord 
Nash): My Lords, we are taking robust steps to tackle unregistered schools. We 
are working closely with Ofsted and are pleased that it has agreed to take forward 
prosecutions in relation to settings operating illegally as unregistered independent 
schools. We have also consulted on introducing a new system to regulate out-of-
school education settings which teach children intensively, and we will intervene 
and impose sanctions where there are safety or welfare concerns. 

Lord Storey: … He will be aware of the unannounced inspection of the premises of three 
unregistered schools in Birmingham, where some frankly appalling practices were found, 
including health and safety issues, safeguarding issues, homophobic and misogynistic 
material et cetera. … can the Minister indicate how we should deal with Sunday schools 
and communion classes, which may fall into the category of unregistered provision? 

Lord Nash: … We do not propose to regulate institutions such as Sunday schools 
and one-off residential settings which teach children for a short period every 
week. We are looking specifically at places where children receive intensive 
education, which we think will be defined as more than six to eight hours a week. 

Baroness Butler-Sloss: My Lords, are the Government looking at madrassahs that 
teach fewer than 12 children? I gather that 12 is the number which means that some 
inspection can be done but, as the noble Lord will know, many madrassahs have fewer 
than 12 children. 

Lord Nash: We are not specifically looking at madrassahs but we will be covering 
institutions such as those to which the noble and learned Baroness referred in our 
call for evidence, which has just closed. We will consider all this in the legislation 
we propose to bring forward in relation to institutions teaching above six to eight 
hours a week. 

Lord Elton: My Lords, my noble friend is looking for bad conduct. Does he agree that he 
is also seeing a good deal of very valuable instruction given to children who need to be 
integrated into our society and are handicapped in many ways because of their ethnic or 
geographic origin? 

Lord Nash: We are concerned about the point my noble friend makes and about 
isolated communities, which is an area that Louise Casey has been asked to look 
at to see how we can improve integration. We are very active in our whole-school 
approach to making sure that children are brought up to understand enough about 
the different religions and beliefs in this country that they can be prepared for life 
in modern Britain. … 

To read the full transcript see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160114-
0001.htm#16011452000955  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21882/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21882/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21881/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-11/21881/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160114-0001.htm#16011452000955
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160114-0001.htm#16011452000955
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Crown Prosecution Service 

Statement regarding Lord Janner 
A CPS Spokesperson said: "The Central Criminal Court today received formal evidence 
of the death of Lord Greville Janner. As a result Mr Justice Openshaw brought 
proceedings to an end. This concludes the criminal proceedings against Lord Janner. 
"In April 2015, the Director of Public Prosecutions commissioned an independent inquiry 
into the handling of past allegations of sexual abuse by Greville Janner. Now that 
criminal proceedings have concluded, we will publish the findings of Sir Richard 
Henriques' inquiry at the earliest opportunity." 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/statement_regarding_lord_janner/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FOI release: meetings with Conservative Friends of Israel 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470323/FO
I_0862-14_Meetings_with_Conservative_Friends_of_Israel.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 
 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/statement_regarding_lord_janner/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470323/FOI_0862-14_Meetings_with_Conservative_Friends_of_Israel.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470323/FOI_0862-14_Meetings_with_Conservative_Friends_of_Israel.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
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