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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Iran: Israel 
Eric Pickles [21161] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with representatives of the Iranian government on 
respecting UN resolutions on Holocaust denial. 

Tobias Ellwood: We take very seriously any activities aimed at casting doubt on 
the occurence of the Holocaust, wherever they occur in the world. We have made 
clear our concerns about Iran’s policies towards Israel and the Holocaust on many 
occasions, and most recently we raised our concerns over an alleged proposal to 
hold a competition in Iran for Holocaust-related cartoons. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21161/  
 
 

Department for Education 

Nicky Morgan introduces Holocaust Education Trust lecture 
… British politicians - on all sides - take the work of HET very seriously because we 
believe that what happened during the Holocaust must never be forgotten. … 
I am pleased that the Department for Education funds HET’s Lessons from 
Auschwitz project, which has sent more than 28,000 students to visit the site of the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. 
I visited Auschwitz in 2012 with a group of young people from a school in my 
constituency. 
Talk to anyone who has been and they will all tell you the same thing: once you have 
visited Auschwitz it never leaves you. 
I can’t stress enough just how important it is that every generation of young people not 
only knows what happened at Auschwitz - and other concentration camps - but also 
understands the horror of what happened so that their generation can be steadfast in 
preventing it ever happening again. 
This is particularly pressing as the torch passes from survivors to the next generation to 
tell the story of the Holocaust. … 
There is no room for complacency on Holocaust education and HET have rightly 
highlighted their concerns. 
These have focussed on gaps in knowledge, specialist teaching and how teaching about 
the Holocaust is prioritised. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21161/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-06/21161/
http://www.het.org.uk/lessons-from-auschwitz-programme
http://www.het.org.uk/lessons-from-auschwitz-programme
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For our part, we recognise the vital importance of maintaining Holocaust education as a 
key part of the key stage 3 curriculum and we will continue to do all we can to promote, 
support and fund teaching of the Holocaust. … 
As a nation it is vitally important that we remember the Holocaust, to remember those 
who suffered as well as those who refused to stand by as the suffering occurred. 
As a nation Britain is not prone to inaction but that doesn’t mean we don’t have a 
responsibility to keep what happened fresh in our minds. 
We must remember collectively so that not a single one of us can ever forget. 
The Holocaust didn’t begin in the gas chambers. It began in the minds of a hateful, 
ignorant, dangerous few. 
That’s why my department has been so active in leading the fight against extremism in 
education and attempts to radicalise young people. 
Now more than ever we feel the threat of those who want to put poison in the minds and 
hatred in the hearts of our children and we must help them develop the resilience to 
resist their propaganda. 
Learning about the Holocaust helps to do just that - not just informing young people’s 
history but helping them to understand the dangers of prejudice, bigotry and intolerance 
and in doing so making them more tolerant, more confident and more resilient as citizens 
too. … 
Tor read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nicky-morgan-introduces-holocaust-education-
trust-lecture  
 
 

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation 

New Holocaust memorial for Britain's commemorations 
UKHMF will create a striking new memorial to serve as the focal point for national 
commemoration of the Holocaust. It will be prominently located in central London to 
attract the largest possible number of visitors and to make a bold statement about the 
importance Britain places on preserving the memory of the Holocaust. 
The national memorial will: 

 be a place where people can pay their respects, contemplate, think and offer 
prayers 

 be something people can interact with 

 provide factual information about what happened, linking to other resources 

 tell the story of Britain’s own connection with the Holocaust 

 convey the enormity of the Holocaust and its impact and in particular the loss to 
mankind of the destruction of European Jewry 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-holocaust-memorial-for-britains-
commemorations  
 
Holocaust Foundation to create a new world-class learning centre 
… The learning centre will be responsible for developing a campus and an online hub, 
bringing together a network of the UK’s existing Holocaust education partners. It will 
support them in driving a renewed national effort to advance Holocaust education in 
every part of the country. The learning centre will also help people understand the way 
the lessons of the Holocaust apply more widely, including to other genocides. … 
At the core of the activity generated by the learning centre will be an endowment fund to 
secure the long-term future of Holocaust education. 
This fund will be fundamental in ensuring that local projects and travelling exhibitions can 
be supported and that the national memorial and learning centre in London is at the heart 
of a national network of activity, driving improvements in Holocaust education. … 
We conducted an urgent audit of existing Holocaust testimony. We then started recording  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nicky-morgan-introduces-holocaust-education-trust-lecture
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nicky-morgan-introduces-holocaust-education-trust-lecture
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-holocaust-memorial-for-britains-commemorations
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-holocaust-memorial-for-britains-commemorations
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and preserving 20 first-hand testimonies of British Holocaust survivors and of the British 
personnel involved in the liberation and relief of Bergen Belsen concentration camp. … 
Over the next year, the project will collect and preserve the testimonies of up to 100 
survivors using the latest technology, focusing on previously unrecorded stories.  To 
ensure the welfare of survivors taking part, UKHMF is working alongside organisations 
that specialise in providing emotional and physical support to Holocaust survivors. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/holocaust-foundation-to-create-a-new-world-class-
learning-centre  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Ministry of Defence: Israel 
Kevin Brennan [21683] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how much his 
Department spent on Israeli products in each of the last three years. 

Philip Dunne: This information is not held centrally in the format requested. 
However, the Ministry of Defence (MOD) has made the total value of payments 
below against contracts where the MOD Commercial teams have identified Israel 
as the location of some or all of the work required for the completion of the overall 
contract. 

Financial Year Total Value of Payments (£ million) 

2012-13 18.9 

2013-14 25.5 

2014-15 15.8 

These figures may not include all subcontracted components of Israeli 
manufacture and may include subcontracted components manufactured in 
countries other than Israel. The analysis is based on Location of Work codes and 
does not relate to the billing address of companies nor is it based on ownership of 
the companies involved in the production of the product. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-08/21683/ 
 

Islamic State: Oil 
David Mowat [20924] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he and officials in his Department have had with the 
government of Israel on the prevention of oil smuggling from wells under the control of 
Daesh; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have briefed the Government of Israel on Coalition efforts to 
target and disrupt Daesh oil sales through military action and sanctions. Daesh oil 
sales are a complicated picture. It is known that individuals linked to the Assad 
regime have bought Daesh oil and there is some smuggling across borders in the 
region, but the majority of Daesh’s oil is refined and sold within the territory it 
controls. We have no evidence to suggest that Israel is buying oil from Daesh 
controlled oilfields. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-05/20924/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0073/amend/su073-I-f.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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