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Home Affairs 

Department for Education 

Faith groups back move to protect religious education freedom 
…The recent Judicial Review of the religious studies GCSE ruled on a narrow, technical 
point, the meaning of which the Department for Education has now clarified, meaning 
there is therefore no need to seek permission to appeal from the Court of Appeal. 
Instead, the government has issued guidance to schools that sets out clearly that schools 
will not have to change their religious education curriculum and that there is no need to 
give non-religious world views equal parity with religious world views in education. 
Some campaign groups have subsequently tried to claim that this means that non-
religious beliefs such as humanism must be taught on a par with study of religion. 
However the guidance issued by Education Secretary Nicky Morgan today makes clear 
that schools can continue to prioritise the teaching of major faiths over non-religious 
world views such as humanism. 
In addition, the guidance reiterates requirements that non-faith schools must reflect the 
fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are, in the main, Christian while taking 
account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great 
Britain. …  
Education Secretary Nicky Morgan said: This government is determined to protect 
schools’ freedom to set their own religious studies curriculum, in line with the wishes of 
parents and the local community. 
The guidance I have issued today makes absolutely clear that the recent judicial review 
will have no impact on what is currently being taught in religious education. 
I am clear that both faith and non-faith schools are completely entitled to prioritise the 
teaching of religion and faith over non-religious world views if they wish. … 
Sheila Gewolb, Vice President of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, said: The Board 
of Deputies of British Jews welcomes the Department for Education’s guidance, which 
supports the religious studies GCSE as it stands. 
The Board believes that the RS GCSE must continue to support education about the 
traditional world religions. Other beliefs and world views can - and should - be taught 
through other subject areas. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/faith-groups-back-move-to-protect-religious-
education-freedom  
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Guidance for schools and awarding organisations about the Religious Studies GCSE 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/488477/RS
_guidance.pdf  
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Israel 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Punitive demolitions destroy more than homes in occupied Palestinian territory 
Inas Al-Shaludi had just buried her oldest son, Abdel-Rahman, and was trying to come to 
terms with the news that he was responsible for the deaths of two people in what the 
Israeli authorities called a terrorist attack, when more bad news arrived: her family home 
was to be destroyed. 
“We had to remove all our belongings and find a place to stay,” she said. “We were 
shocked with the loss of our eldest son; before we had finished receiving condolences, 
we were faced with the demolition of our house.” … 
The UN Human Rights Office in the OPT has monitored and documented punitive home 
demolition cases, including the case of the Al-Shaludi Family. In 2015, the Office 
presented a report to the Human Rights Council regarding the resumption of the practice, 
stating it breaches the Fourth Geneva Convention, and violates a range of Israel’s 
human rights obligations … 
Inas Al-Shaludi said her family had nothing to do with Abdel-Rahman’s actions, a claim 
that has not been disputed by the Israeli authorities according to the information available 
to the UN Human Rights Office in the OPT. Yet the house was destroyed one month 
after the attack. … 
Under Israeli law, those subject to punitive home demolitions do have the chance to 
appeal the demolition order to a court.  The Al-Shaludi family however chose not to file 
an appeal, saying they did not believe they would get a fair hearing. The UN Human 
Rights Office maintains that no court procedure can legitimize a practice which is 
incompatible with international law. 
In a joint statement, the Special Rapporteurs on the occupied Palestinian territory and 
right to adequate housing called on the Israeli government once again to end the practice 
of punitive home demolitions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/PunitivedemolitionsinOPT.aspx  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/488477/RS_guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/488477/RS_guidance.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15340&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/PunitivedemolitionsinOPT.aspx
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
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Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/  
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