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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Counterterrorism: Muslim Communities 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, as part of their 
antiterrorism strategy, they will encourage leaders of the United Kingdom’s Muslim 
communities to identify, confront and expose their violent co-religionists. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport and 
Home Office (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): My Lords, we welcome, 
acknowledge and indeed thank the many people who are already confronting 
extremism in this country. The Government are absolutely committed to 
strengthening our partnership with all those who want to see extremism defeated 
in all its ugly guises. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: … Does the noble Lord agree that our Muslim leaders also 
face the problem that there are more than 100 verses in the Koran which order violence 
towards non-Muslims and so give theological justification to the jihadists? What does the 
noble Lord have to say about those verses, not to mention the bellicose example of 
Muhammad himself, which all Muslims are supposed to follow and which therefore 
undermine the Government’s strategy? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I can say clearly that I totally disagree with the 
noble Lord in his assertion about the holy scripture and the example of the holy 
Prophet of Islam. What is true, is fact and is real in this country is that Muslim 
contributions today, yesterday and for many decades—indeed, centuries—have 
been widely acknowledged as a positive contribution to the progress of this 
country, and long may it continue. … 

 

… Islam is being challenged by those who seek to hijack a noble faith and 
misrepresent it. I commend the fact that we as a country—all communities and all 
faiths—come together in saying, “Not in our name”. 

The Lord Bishop of Peterborough: My Lords, does the Minister agree that there is a 
danger that asking questions in this way and hearing questions in the way that some 
might could demonise the Muslim community … 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … We celebrate the diversity of our country and the 
fact that we are a multifaith society, with everyone contributing. I acknowledge the 
fact that, yes, the Government are committed—as I believe all in this House are 
committed—to ensuring the strengthening of partnerships. … 

Lord Rosser: My Lords, in November the Muslim  Council of Britain took out an advert in  

the  national  press  to  underscore  the  united  condemnation  by  Muslims  of  terrorism,  
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especially after the Paris attacks. On 9 December thousands of Muslims took to the 
streets of London to participate in a peace rally, which received limited media coverage, 
presumably because such a story does not sell papers. Does the Minister think that all 
who are in a position to do so, whether they are individuals or organisations, have a 
responsibility to reflect in what they say and write the real abhorrence and rejection of 
terrorist activities by all key sections of our diverse nation? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: It is not often that I have the opportunity to say this, 
but I totally agree with the noble Lord and I wish everyone a merry Christmas. 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151221-
0001.htm#1512215000596  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch [HL4310] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
reply by Earl Howe on 2 December (HL Deb, col 1193), what actions will be criminalised 
from next April under the specific offence of anti-Muslim hatred, and whether the actions 
criminalised under that offence will include (1) criticism of the Muslim religion, and (2) 
statements from people who have left that religion explaining why they have done so. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As the Prime Minister announced in October, we 
have asked the police to record all existing religious based hate crimes by the 
faith or belief (including absence of belief) of the victim from April next year. 
Under existing hate crimes it is not an offence to criticise Islam or for those who 
have left the faith to explain why they have done so. The new recording system 
does not constitute a new offence of anti-Muslim hatred, but will require this to be 
recorded specifically. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4310/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151202-
0003.htm#15120266000138  
 

Counter-terrorism 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch [HL4309] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, as part 
of their counter-terrorism strategy, they will encourage a national debate about the nature 
of Islam, including whether the Muslim tenets of Al Hijra, Taqiya, and Abrogation remain 
valid today. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: On 19 October, the Prime Minister announced the 
launch of the Government’s new comprehensive Counter Extremism Strategy, a 
core element of which is a programme of work to support those communities who 
are opposed to extremism in all its forms.  
It is only by building a stronger Britain together, across all communities, that we 
will win the fight against terrorists and extremists. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4309/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Islamophobia in schools 
Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to tackle 
Islamophobia in schools. (S4W-28848)  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151221-0001.htm#1512215000596
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151221-0001.htm#1512215000596
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4310/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4310/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151202-0003.htm#15120266000138
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151202-0003.htm#15120266000138
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4309/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4309/
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Angela Constance: There is no place in Scotland for any sort of discrimination, 
prejudice or bullying in schools or elsewhere, and this includes Islamophobia. This 
government wants every child and young person in Scotland to grow up 
as respectful, responsible global citizens, free from discrimination, prejudice and 
bullying. We want young people to develop respectful, responsible and confident 
relationships. Discrimination prejudice and bullying of any kind is unacceptable 
and must be tackled quickly, whenever it arises. This is why all young people in 
Scotland experience religious and moral education as part of Curriculum 
for Excellence. Religious and moral education enables children and young people 
to explore the world’s major religions and approaches to living which are 
independent of religious belief, and to be challenged by these different beliefs and 
values. It supports children and young people in developing responsible attitudes 
to other people, their values and their capacity for moral judgement. 
We have also established and funded respectme, our national anti-bullying 
service, and are working with a range of organisations to refresh our National 
Approach to Anti-bullying for Scotland’s Children and Young People. We are clear 
that all children and young people should be able to learn in schools free from 
discrimination. The Scottish Government is clear that the starting point for learning 
is a positive ethos and climate of mutual respect and trust based upon shared 
values across whole school communities. Schools should be peaceful and safe 
environments which have a positive influence on children and young people 
by promoting inclusion and equality and challenging discrimination. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28848&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

 

Crown Prosecution Service 

Statement regarding Greville Janner 
A CPS spokesperson said: "Greville Janner faced criminal proceedings for child sex 
offences, with a trial of the facts scheduled to take place in April 2016. 
When a defendant dies during criminal proceedings, it is usual that the case no longer 
goes ahead following formal confirmation of the defendant's death at a hearing before 
the court. However, we are considering the procedural implications of this specific case. 
As the High Court will close today until January 11 2016, there can be no hearing before 
that date. 
It is right that this matter is considered properly in open court, and we will therefore not 
be commenting further ahead of a court hearing." 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/cps_statement_regarding_greville_janner/  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Bank Services: Non-governmental Organisations 
Baroness Tonge  [HL4293]  To ask Her  Majesty’s  Government  what  advice they have 
given to banks concerning closing bank accounts of those NGOs supporting the 
Palestinians. 

Lord O’Neill of Gatley: The Government does not advise banks around the 
closure of bank accounts of NGOs: it is for a bank itself to decide whether or not 
to offer products or services to  certain  individuals or groups,  and it would  not be  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28848&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28848&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/cps_statement_regarding_greville_janner/
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appropriate for the Government to seek to control the commercial decisions of 
banks and other financial institutions, nor compel them to make a specific decision 
about a bank account. Banks take such decisions taken in accordance with their 
business strategies, risk appetite and legal and regulatory requirements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4293/  
 

Israel: Gaza 
Lord Hylton [HL4425] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have assessed 
the humanitarian impact of increasing the capacity of the Kerem Shalom goods crossing 
between Israel and Gaza; and whether they have plans to discuss that issue with the 
government of Israel. 

Baroness Verma: The biggest impediments to Palestinian economic progress are 
the Israeli-imposed movement and access restrictions. The current movement 
and access restrictions relating to Gaza are leading to a stagnated economy and 
worsening situation for the people living there. An improved economy is not only 
essential for the people of Gaza, but is firmly in Israel’s security interests. We 
have consistently called on Israel to improve movement and access into and out 
of Gaza, including extending operating times at Kerem Shalom and will continue 
to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4425/  
 
 

United Nations 

Lebanon: Ban condemns rocket fire towards Israel as ‘serious ceasefire violation,’ 
urges restraint 
… “The Secretary-General is greatly concerned over yesterday’s firing of rockets within 
UNIFIL’s area of operations from the area of Al-Hinniyah, in the vicinity of Tyr, towards 
Israel, which is a serious violation of resolution 1701 (2006),” said a statement from Mr. 
Ban’s spokesperson, referring to the Security Council measure that established a 
ceasefire after fighting between Israel and Hezbollah in 2006. 
“The Secretary-General notes the retaliatory mortar attacks by the Israel Defence Forces 
in Lebanon in the area of Zibqin. UNIFIL is investigating the circumstances of the incident 
in cooperation with the Lebanese Armed Forces and the Israel Defence Forces,” the 
statement said. 
“The Secretary-General condemns any and all violations of resolution 1701 (2006) and 
urges all concerned to exercise maximum restraint and cooperate with UNIFIL in order to 
prevent an escalation” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52876#.VnlvE2R96nY  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians: Syria 
Lord Hylton [HL4314] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether Palestinian refugees 
who were, or still are, in Syria are eligible for resettlement as being among the most 
vulnerable. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4425/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4425/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9355
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52876#.VnlvE2R96nY
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Lord Bates: Only United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
registered Syrian refugees are eligible under the Syrian Resettlement Scheme, 
which has been expanded to resettle up to 20,000 during this Parliament. We 
work closely with UNHCR to identify cases that it deems in need of resettlement 
according to agreed vulnerability criteria for the Syrian Resettlement Scheme. 
The Syrian Resettlement Scheme is operated in addition to our global 
resettlement schemes: Gateway and Mandate, which are not nationality specific. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4314/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/ 

TOP 
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