
 1 

20 December 2015 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 

 

Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-15214 John Mason: State-funded Faith Schools—That the Parliament notes with 
interest the recent suggestion that Al-Qalam Primary School in Glasgow might seek to 
become state-funded; believes that, in cases where there is sufficient demand from 
families for a particular type of school, this should be given serious consideration by both 
central and local government; further believes that society benefits from a variety of 
cultures, religions and beliefs and that a "one size fits all" education system would not be 
of benefit to all of the children in Scotland, but considers that, while having different types 
of school can be desirable, the norm should be that state-funded schools should come 
under the auspices of the appropriate local authority. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15214&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-15216 Stewart Maxwell: Holocaust Memorial Day 2016—That the Parliament 
notes that 27 January 2016 marks Holocaust Memorial Day, the 71st anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and an opportunity for schools, colleges, faith groups 
and communities across Scotland to remember the six million men, women and children 
murdered by the Nazi regime in occupied Europe; further notes that the theme of 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2016 is Don’t Stand By; values the Holocaust Educational 
Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz Project, which gives two post-16 students from every 
school and college in Scotland the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau; applauds 
Lauren Galloway and Brandon Low, two students from Auchmuty High School in Fife, 
who took part in the project and will deliver the Parliament’s Time for Reflection message 
on 26 January 2016; celebrates the Holocaust survivors who have enriched Scotland as 
a nation, and recommits to ensuring that racism, sectarianism and bigotry are never 
allowed to go unchallenged in Scotland. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15216&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

United Nations 

UN experts urge end to harassment of human rights defenders in Occupied 
Palestinian Territory 
Gravely concerning at continued reports that human rights defenders in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, particularly in Hebron, are being subjected to physical attacks and 
death threats, United Nations independent experts … denounced such harassment as 
“unacceptable” and called for it to end immediately. 
According to a press release from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, human rights defenders have been subjected to physical attacks, harassment, 
arrest and detention, and death threats, in an apparent bid by Israeli authorities and 
settler elements to stop their peaceful and important work. 
“Amidst a charged and violent atmosphere over past months in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, Palestinian and international defenders are providing a ‘protective presence’ for 
Palestinians at risk of violence, and documenting human rights violations,” said UN 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, Michel Forst. 
The continued harassment of human rights defenders in the region, who are exercising 
their rights to freedoms of expression and association, is simply unacceptable. It should 
cease immediately,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52861#.VnbzB5N96nY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
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Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/ 
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