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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Judaism: Festivals and Special Occasions 
Mark Hendrick [19173] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, 
which Ministers of his Department attended events to celebrate Chanukah in (a) 2014 
and (b) 2015. 

Edward Vaizey: I attended the Reception for Festival of Chanukah - Mr Speaker's 
annual celebration to mark the Festival of Chanukah, on Wednesday 17th 
December 2014. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-08/19173/  
 

Military Bases: Religious Buildings 
Madeleine Moon [18992] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many military 
chapels there are in England and Wales; and how many such chapels are registered to 
conduct (a) same-sex and (b) other marriages. 

Penny Mordaunt: There are 190 military chapels in England and Wales 
registered for marriages under the rites of Church of England or otherwise, as 
described under sections 69 and 70 of the 1949 Marriage Act. 
The Ministry of Defence allows same-sex marriages in military chapels, but none 
of the Sending Churches using the chapels currently allows same-sex marriages 
to be conducted there. I have asked the Chaplaincies of the three Services to 
advise me on how Parliament's sanction of same sex-marriages may be fully 
implemented. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-07/18992/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Schools: Faith Schools 
Baroness Pinnock: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, if a faith school is rated 
inadequate and is required to become an academy, they will enforce the transfer of 
church land to the academy trust. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Education (Lord  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-08/19173/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-08/19173/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-07/18992/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-07/18992/
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Nash): The Education and Adoption Bill would require failing church schools to 
become academies, but land will not be removed from the church. Dioceses or 
their schools will sponsor the majority of failing church schools; where a non-
church trust sponsors a church school, the religious character of the church school 
will be protected. The diocese would continue to own the land and make it 
available to the sponsor while it is a school, as happens with existing academies, 
solely for the purpose of a church school. 

Baroness Pinnock: I thank the Minister for the clarity of his response. However, to 
provide reassurance to all faith groups, I ask that he add an amendment to the Education 
and Adoption Bill. In addition, what safeguards can he provide that the particular ethos of 
faith schools can be retained within a non-faith academy trust? 

Lord Nash: The noble Baroness raises an extremely good point. We are very 
anxious to ensure that the faith ethos is maintained. We have gone further than 
the noble Baroness outlines, in that we have had extensive discussions with the 
churches and there is a revised memorandum of understanding with them, which I 
believe is now largely, if not entirely, agreed. These have much more extensive 
provisions as to precisely how a school’s religious character will be protected. 

The Lord Bishop of Ely: My Lords, can the Minister expand on the nature and character 
of the safeguards being provided, given that the prime issue around this land is not the 
land itself but that it has been given by parishes and generations of generous citizens to 
guarantee the religious character of those schools? 

Lord Nash: I would be delighted to expand on that as the right reverend Prelate 
mentions. We intend to insert within the articles of association a faith object, which 
requires the trust to ensure that the character of the church school is maintained. 
There will be an entrenchment clause, which requires written consent of the 
diocese for changes to the articles relating to the maintenance of the church 
school’s religious character—for instance, those relating to local governing bodies 
or the church’s power to appoint staff. There is a requirement that members and 
trustees are appointed to provide proportionate diocese representation on the 
MAT, and to establish a local governing body, and for the creation of a scheme of 
delegation relating to the religious character of the school agreed between the 
MAT and the diocese. This will be protected. … 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151214-
0001.htm#15121425000984  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Occupied Territories: Water Supply 
Mike Kane [18905] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, if her 
Department will take steps to improve access to water in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

Desmond Swayne: UK officials regularly discuss the issue of water with Israeli 
counterparts. We continue to call for the full implementation of the relaxation of 
access restrictions for Gaza and, with robust monitoring, for the entry of essential 
items on the dual-use list to allow for rehabilitation of the water network. We also 
continue to press both parties to reconvene the Joint Water Committee to facilitate 
further approval of key projects that will improve Palestinian access to water. 
Through the UN FAO, DFID has  invested  up to £1.24m  to  help  vulnerable  rural  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151214-0001.htm#15121425000984
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farmers in Area C support their families through increased incomes from 
agricultural production. Improved irrigation efficiency has been achieved by 
rehabilitation of existing water cisterns and approximately 30km of water 
conveyance systems. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-07/18905/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians: Education 
Baroness Tonge [HL4041] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the right of Palestinians to education. 

Baroness anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised the specific issue of the 
right of Palestinians to education, the British Government provides financial 
assistance to the Palestinian Authority (PA) to provide essential services, 
including education. Consequently UK aid will support 35,000 children through 
primary school over the next four years. We also consistently urge Israel to ease 
movement and access restrictions across the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
not least because of the impact the restrictions have on children and continuity of 
their education. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4041/  
 
 

United Nations 

Amid Violence in Holy City, Durable Social, Political Solutions Encouraged as 
International Conference on Question of Jerusalem Opens in Jakarta 
… United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, in a message delivered on his behalf 
by Douglas Broderick, United Nations Resident Coordinator in Indonesia, said a growing 
one-State reality threatened to close the window of opportunity to reach the two-State 
goal. … 
Security cooperation between Palestinian and Israeli authorities must continue, however, 
security alone could not and would not address the violence, he said.  Leaders must 
urgently rein in incitement, Israeli security forces must ensure a calibrated use of force in 
response to incidents and all stakeholders must address the prevailing lack of a political 
horizon to end the occupation and achieve a negotiated two-State solution. 
“The violence and attacks against civilians, including rocket fire from Gaza, are 
unacceptable and must stop, … Let us empower the voices of all those on both sides 
who want peace to prevail.” …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1353.doc.htm  
 
Peace in Occupied Territories Begins with Civilian Protection, Respect for Rights, 
International Conference on Question of Jerusalem Told 
… Shawan Jabarin, General Director of Al-Haq — Law in the Service of Man, from 
Ramallah, provided an on-the-ground snapshot, with details of the plight of Palestinians 
living in East Jerusalem.  Forced relocations, house demolitions and a deepening 
occupation of the city were among the daily realities. 
Since Israel’s annexation of East Jerusalem in 1967, it had implemented a 
comprehensive policy to deepen its control over the city by weakening Palestinian 
presence and ties there.  In Jerusalem, a policy of ethnic cleansing was pushing 
Palestinians out of the city. …  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-07/18905/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-07/18905/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4041/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4041/
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1353.doc.htm


 4 

 

It was time for States to sever cooperation with Israel, ban settlement products and 
implement sanctions. … 
Victor Kattan, a senior research fellow at the Middle East Institute of the National 
University of Singapore, provided a synopsis of the legal status of religious sites, with a 
particular emphasis on international law.  The Haram Al-Sharif had always been 
recognized as an important holy site to Islam and had been under custodianship of the 
King of Jordan for almost a century.  Indeed, no State had recognized Israeli sovereignty 
over Jerusalem, neither East nor West, nor its claim to the holy sites. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1355.doc.htm  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Briefing note on Burundi, Israel / Occupied Palestinian Territory, Cuba and High 
Commissioner speeches 
… (2) Israel / Occupied Palestinian Territory 
We continue to be gravely concerned at the unrelenting violence in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory and in Israel. Since the current escalation started at the beginning of 
October, 21 Israelis and 117 Palestinians have lost their lives (along with two foreign 
nationals), with thousands more injured.  
Although international attention on the crisis has waned, the level of killings, injuries and 
arrests has continued, with on average one person dying every day. 
The unacceptable wave of stabbings, shootings and car rammings continues to kill and 
injure Israelis. 
The response from Israeli security forces has resulted in alleged attackers, protesters 
and even bystanders being killed and injured. We again voice deep concern over reports 
of excessive use of force by Israeli forces. 
In the H2 area of Hebron alone, we have seen 16 alleged attacks against Israelis since 1 
October. Of the 17 Palestinians involved in such incidents, 16 have been shot dead and 
one injured and arrested.  
All instances of the use of force resulting in death or injury by law enforcement officers 
should be the subject of prompt, independent and impartial investigations. 
Punitive demolitions of Palestinian houses and the withholding of bodies of alleged 
attackers from their families can only aggravate this situation. We call on both Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to act decisively to de-escalate the situation. …  
to read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16883&LangID=E  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Religious Freedom 
Diana Johnson [19279] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps UK embassies are taking to promote religious freedoms. 

David Lidington: Through our network of Embassies and High Commissions, the 
Government regularly urges governments across the world to protect the right of 
all individuals to practise their religion or belief free from persecution or 
discrimination. 
We promote this freedom bilaterally by raising  individual cases with  governments  
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1355.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16883&LangID=E
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and by seeking to influence them to remove discriminatory legislation or practices. 
We also promote religious freedom in multilateral fora by working together with 
our international partners 
For example, in Burma, we have raised our deep concern at the rise of hate 
speech and religious intolerance with the Burmese authorities and will continue to 
do so, both publicly and in private. We have supported a number of projects, 
including developing relationships between Burmese youth and different religious 
communities, and arranging exchanges between activists on religious freedom in 
Burma and Indonesia. In Iraq, we are funding a project to prevent intolerance and 
violence towards religious communities by strengthening the ability of youth and 
civil society to advocate the right to freedom of religion or belief. 
Promoting freedom of religion or belief is a priority for the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office’s Human Rights and Democracy Programme. Since 2011, 
35 projects have been funded in 12 countries. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-08/19279/  
 

Middle East: Religious Freedom 
Gregory Campbell [19502] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps he is taking to promote international support for and 
defence of religious minority communities in the Middle East. 

Tobias Ellwood: We remain deeply concerned about the plight of Christians and 
other religious minorities across the Middle East and North Africa. In March this 
year at a United Nations Security Council debate on the persecution of minorities 
in the Middle East, I called for bold leadership in the region to continue working for 
tolerance and reconciliation. 
In September the UK participated in an international conference in Paris on the 
subject, and called on the international community to do more to assist vulnerable 
populations. On 19 November Baroness Anelay and I convened a workshop with 
non governmental organisations and experts in the field to examine what more 
Her Majesty’s Government might do to practically support Christians and other 
minorities in the Middle East and protect Freedom of Religion or Belief. Officials 
are now examining how to put these ideas into practice. 
On a practical level, we assisted Kurdish and Yezidi fighters to liberate vulnerable 
minority groups in Sinjar in Iraq in November. The Royal Air Force provide vital air 
support for local, legitimate ground forces, focused on defeating ISIL and 
minimising civilian casualties. 
We raise violations with individual countries, and work with them to ensure that 
discriminatory legislation and practices are tackled. We also ensure that the 
international consensus in the UN on tackling religious intolerance is maintained. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-09/19502/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
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Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

** Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 

Research and Information Centre Bill Paper 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/raise/publications/2015/education/1
3615.pdf  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/  
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