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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Faith Schools 
Lord Storey [HL3918] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of how the religious character of a faith school will be maintained if the school is 
converted into an academy. 

Lord Nash: When a faith school becomes an academy it retains its religious 
character by virtue of Section 6 of the Academies Act 2010. The academy’s 
religious character is protected through provisions within the academy’s funding 
agreement with the Secretary of State and the academy trust’s articles of 
association. Once a faith school becomes an academy any change to its religious 
character would only take place with the consent of the relevant religious body 
and the Secretary of State. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-25/HL3918/  
 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Baroness Tonge [HL3873] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what measures are being 
taken in the UK to safeguard moderate Muslims from Islamophobic crime, in the light of 
the recent terrorist attacks around the world. 

Lord Bates: The Government takes the safety of the Muslim and all other 
communities extremely seriously, and deplores all forms of hate crime. We are 
concerned by reports of increased attacks against Muslims in recent weeks, and 
we are working with the police and community groups on monitoring the situation 
and taking appropriate action where required. 
The police constantly review events and potential threats to ensure everything is 
being done to protect our communities from terrorism, hate crime and the impact 
of public protest. 
After the attacks in Paris the police have increased their presence on some streets 
and at some locations, and they will be intensifying their approach at events in big 
cities. Officers are working closely with London’s communities and businesses to 
provide advice and reassurance. Government officials are also speaking to 
community organisations such as Tell MAMA to ensure that we are aware of the 
current issues around anti-Muslim hatred and to ensure that we increase reporting 
of it. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-25/HL3918/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-25/HL3918/
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The Government is committed to tackling hate crime. That is why we have 
announced a new cross-Government Hate Crime Action Plan. This will be taken 
forward in partnership with the communities that it seeks to protect, and will 
include a range of actions across Government. We have also announced that 
from 2016, police forces will be expected to record data on hate crimes against 
Muslims and members of other religious groups, to allow us to properly assess 
the scale of the problem we are facing. 
Our Counter-Extremism Strategy, published in October, outlines how we will 
further protect British Muslims, including communities worried about Neo-Nazi 
groups who may be planning crimes such as attacks on Muslims. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-24/HL3873/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

ISIL in Syria 
col 385  Yasmin Qureshi: … General Hitit of the Lebanese army, a Christian Maronite, 
explained what was central to the whole issue. Some people may strike me down on this, 
but it was said that the Israel-Palestine conflict has to be the key. That was said not just 
in Beirut but in Cairo and Amman. It is key; it is a big recruitment driver. Until that 
situation is sorted out, there will never be peace in the middle east. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151202/debtext/15120
2-0002.htm  
 

col 444  Martin Vickers: … We want to help and support our French neighbours 
because, unlike the suffering that we often see on our TV screens in, say, Gaza, Yemen 
or Mali, which tend to be distant places, we can readily identify with them. They have a 
Christian heritage and the eternal values associated with that. …  

 

col 463  Philippa Whitford: … I served [in Gaza] as a surgeon for a year and a half, 
having started my career in Belfast, where I grew up, so I have seen the human results of 
violence, whether it is due to terrorism or to bombing. … people described to me death 
falling from the sky all the time—sometimes directly from western powers, sometimes 
from regimes that we either supported or created …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151202/debtext/15120
2-0004.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Debate 

Syria: UK Military Action 
col 1139  Lord Hylton: … Above all, we should not forget the unresolved and worsening 
conditions of Palestine and Israel. Everyone in the Middle East and north Africa knows 
about it, even the illiterate. Failures on every side cast this country and the West in 
general as invaders, crusaders and oppressors. It is a constant spur to terrorism. We 
must use every possible channel, official and unofficial, for the crucial task of peace-
building. Moral imagination suggests that new Palestinian elections after nearly 10 years 
might allow a younger and more united leadership to emerge. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151202-
0001.htm#15120253000437  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-24/HL3873/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-24/HL3873/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151202/debtext/151202-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151202/debtext/151202-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151202/debtext/151202-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151202/debtext/151202-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151202-0001.htm#15120253000437
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151202-0001.htm#15120253000437
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col 1169  Lord Turnberg: … We know that Iran’s intention is to create a strong Shia arc 
across Syria and into a completely dysfunctional Lebanon, in hock to the terrorists of 
Hezbollah. Iran and its proxies threaten Jordan and Israel, both strong supporters of the 
West and both of which feel very threatened. Incidentally, there is this strange idea 
floating about that all the problems of the Middle East are somehow due to Israel’s 
inability to reach agreement with the Palestinians —the Saudi ambassador said as much 
in the Times today. Does anyone really believe that if Israel did not exist, all would be 
sweetness and light with Daesh? That hardly seems credible. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151202-0002.htm 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Egypt: Gaza 
Lord Hylton [HL3829] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make 
representations to the government of Egypt about the alleged involvement of Egyptian 
forces in the death at sea of Firas Miqdad, a fisherman from Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of reports of an incident on 5 
November involving an Egyptian naval vessel and a Palestinian fishing vessel, 
leading to the death of the fisherman Firas Miqdad. 
Details of the incident remain unclear. Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials 
will continue to monitor this case. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-23/HL3829/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL3888] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel following the Decision adopted by the IPU's Governing 
Council meeting on 21 October concerning Palestinian parliamentarians, in particular 
about the health of those parliamentarians being detained, access for family visits, and 
grounds for early release. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We remain concerned about Israel’s extensive 
use of administrative detention which, in accordance with international law, should 
not be used as routine practice, and should be a preventive rather than a punitive 
measure. We have not specifically raised the cases of detained Palestinian 
Legislative Council members. On 3 November officials from our Embassy in Tel 
Aviv raised the issue of administrative detention with Israeli officials from the 
Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Office of the Deputy 
Attorney General. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-25/HL3888/  
 
 

United Nations 

UN Middle East envoy calls for swift action on unresolved West Bank arson attack 
case 
Four months after the arson attack against the Dawabsha family in the West Bank village 
of Duma, the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
Nickolay Mladenov, today expressed concern at the slow progress on the case and 
called on the Israeli authorities to “move swiftly in bringing the perpetrators of the this 
terrible crime to justice.” 
“The brutal killing of toddler Ali, and his parents Reham and Sa’ad was a tragedy that has 
angered Palestinians and shocked Israelis,”  said  Mr. Mladenov in a statement issued by  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151202-0002.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-23/HL3829/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-23/HL3829/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-25/HL3888/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-25/HL3888/
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2015/Statement%20by%20UN%20Special%20Coordinator%20Mladenov%20-%202%20December%202015.pdf
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the Office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process. 
He added the only surviving member of the family, four-year-old Ahmed, is still being 
treated for his wounds at the Sheba Medical Center. 
Mr. Mladenov noted that the incident, which was widely condemned by leaders on all 
sides, regrettably, has still not been resolved. 
“Amidst the current escalation of violence, it is essential that all firmly and consistently 
reject terrorism and act decisively to stop hatred and incitement,” the statement 
concluded. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52712#.VmBovuOGSko 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

EU Internet Forum: Bringing together governments, Europol and technology 
companies to counter terrorist content and hate speech online 
… the EU Internet Forum … brings together EU Interior Ministers, high-level 
representatives of major internet companies, Europol, the EU Counter Terrorism Co-
ordinator and the European Parliament. The goal is to reach a joint, voluntary approach 
based on a private-public partnership to detect and address harmful material online. … 
Commissioner for Justice, Consumer and Gender Equality, Věra Jourová, [said]: "There 
is growing evidence that online incitement to hatred leads to violence offline. We must 
step up work to limit and eradicate this phenomenon online. However, tackling online 
hate speech is a delicate exercise that requires to define clearly where freedom of 
expression stops and where hate speech starts. Freedom of speech is a human right, but 
this right does not protect illegal hate speech inciting violence and hatred." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/2015/20151203_4_en.htm  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52712#.VmBovuOGSko
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/2015/20151203_4_en.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
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Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 

TOP 
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