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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Education 
col 19  T6. [902404] Dr Lisa Cameron: Following the Paris attacks, there is a real 
concern that intolerance towards ethnic minority pupils could intensify. How will the 
Secretary of State ensure that ethnic minority pupils continue to participate fully at 
school, and what plans does she have to prevent religious intolerance? 

Nicky Morgan: The hon. Lady asks a very important question. Sadly, it is ever 
more becoming something that we are all having to think about. Religious 
intolerance in schools is unacceptable. All schools are required to promote the 
fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and 
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. Schools 
should be places where we promote community cohesion—for example, through 
the national curriculum programme for citizenship, and the National Citizen 
Service—and, of course, such curriculum subjects teach about the importance of 
respecting others. I am pleased that many schools already do that in very diverse 
areas, but we will continue to focus on this important matter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/15113
0-0001.htm#1511303000023  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Schools: Religion 
Patrick Grady [902423] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps she is 
taking to tackle religious intolerance in schools. 

Nick Gibb: Religious intolerance in schools is unacceptable. All schools are 
required to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths 
and beliefs. Schools should be places where we promote the understanding of 
other cultures for example, through the National Curriculum programme for 
citizenship, which includes teaching about the diverse range of identities in the UK 
and the importance of respecting others. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-24/902423/  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/151130-0001.htm#1511303000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/151130-0001.htm#1511303000023
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-24/902423/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-24/902423/
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Religious Hatred: Islam 
Sadiq Khan [17630] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many 
Muslim women reported being the victim of abuse or hate crime in each police authority 
area in England and Wales in (a) 2013, (b) 2014 and (c) 2015; and how many such 
reports (i) have been investigated, (b) resulted in prosecution and (c) resulted in a 
conviction. 

Mike Penning: The Home Office does not hold the requested information. While 
the Home Office collects information on the number of recorded hate crimes by 
police force area, we cannot tell from these data the religion or the sex of the 
victim.   The Home Office does not hold information on prosecutions; these figures 
are the responsibility of the Ministry of Justice. 
I refer the Right Honourable Member to my answer of 3 November in response to 
question 13254. In the future, we intend to collect a breakdown of religion-based 
hate crime data from the police to help forces build community trust, target their 
resources and enable the public to better hold them to account. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17630/  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-23/13254/  
 

 

Welsh Assembly 

Report: Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10460/gen-ld10460-e.pdf  
 

 

Welsh Government 

Revolutionary new law to increase donor rates comes into force in Wales 
From today, Wales will move to a soft opt-out system where people aged 18 and over 
who have lived in Wales for more than 12 months and who die in Wales will be regarded 
as having consented to organ donation unless they have opted opt. … 
The change to the organ donation law, which comes into force today, could lead to a 
25% increase in the number of organ donors. …  The latest polling to be released later 
today shows that 69% of people in Wales are aware of the organ donation changes, up 
from 63% earlier this year.  Understanding of the new law is also high, with eight out of 
10 people who are aware being able to describe the changes.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/organ-donation/?lang=en  
 
Rt Hon Carwyn Jones AM, First Minister of Wales: The introduction of deemed 
consent for organ donation in Wales 
Today, Wales becomes the first nation in the UK to introduce an opt out or deemed 
consent system for deceased organ donation. People aged 18 and over who have lived 
in Wales for more than 12 months and who die in Wales will be regarded as being willing 
to donate their organs unless expressly said they do not want to. …   Based on the 
international evidence, we anticipate the new system will increase donation by around 
25%. This could allow 15 more people to donate their organs to someone in need. That 
increase could mean around 45 more lives saved or transformed each year …  
To read the full statement see 
http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2015/orgamdonation/?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17630/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17630/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-23/13254/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-23/13254/
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10460/gen-ld10460-e.pdf
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/organ-donation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2015/orgamdonation/?lang=en
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Middle East 
col 63  Peter Grant: … We honour the Israeli Prime Minister with a full state visit despite 
the fact that the UK Government’s position is that the Israeli Government are acting 
against international law by occupying Palestinian territories. We allow weapons and 
military hardware to be sent to Israel and then pretend not to know that they could be 
contributing to the deaths of hundreds of innocent women and children in Palestine. … 

 

col 65  Angela Watkinson: … The selective discrimination against Israel in UK university 
campuses contrasts with the huge benefits of BIRAX—the Britain Israel Research and 
Academic Exchange Partnership—which is an initiative of the British embassy in Israel 
and the British Council. Israel is a multiracial, multi-ethnic democracy where Arab, Druze 
and other minorities are guaranteed equal rights under law. Israel’s declaration of 
independence grants “all Israel’s inhabitants equality of social and political rights 
irrespective of religion, race or gender”, and it is currently the only functioning democracy 
in the middle east. In stark contrast to other middle eastern countries, there are no legal 
restrictions on movement, employment, or sexual or marital relations for any of Israel’s 
citizens. All Israeli citizens from every minority vote in elections on an equal basis. 
In the past two months, there have been over 90 terror attacks that have seen the deaths 
of 21 Israelis and many more injuries from stabbings, shootings and car rammings. Yet 
Israeli hospitals have treated both victims and terrorists regardless of their nationality. 

 

col 66  Andy Slaughter: … Since the beginning of October, the violence on the west 
bank has resulted in 85 Palestinian deaths and 11 Israeli deaths, and 9,171 Palestinian 
injuries and 133 Israeli injuries. That is a ratio of 69:1. 

 

Angela Watkinson: … In addition, Israel has participated in disaster relief efforts 
worldwide … 
Violence has been fomented by repeated inflammatory and false allegations from the 
Palestinian Authority, Fatah and Hamas accusing Israel of planning to destroy the al-
Aqsa mosque and other Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem. Yet Hadassah medical centre, 
home to Jerusalem’s largest emergency ward, treats the city’s wounded regardless of 
whether they are victims or attackers, and co-operation between Palestinian and Israeli 
doctors has helped to save 607 Palestinian children since 2005. The hospital has mixed 
Jewish and Arab medical staff and routinely treats both attackers and victims, often in 
adjacent wards. 

 

John Howell: I wonder whether my hon. Friend, like me, has been to Save a Child’s 
Heart in Tel Aviv and acknowledges that the work that the doctors there do in the 
Palestinian territories, particularly in Gaza, is second to none in saving children’s lives. 

 

Angela Watkinson: … Israel’s Teva Pharmaceutical Industries provides the NHS with 
one in six of its prescription medicines, making it the NHS’s largest supplier of generic 
drugs. … 
The work of Israeli research institutions … improves the lives of people in water-poor 
countries by sharing Israel’s expertise in waste water treatment, purification and water 
reuse. … 
The total value of trade and services between the UK and Israel is now more than £4.5 
billion a year, and the UK is Israel’s second biggest export market. … The UK and Israel 
work closely together in technological and scientific research, including cyber-security. 
In short, Israel is a tolerant, fair society. Creative and innovative, it produces and 
develops, and it advances knowledge. Britain’s close relationship with Israel is a force for 
good in the middle east, and it is essential that we build and maintain that strong 
relationship. … 

 

col 69  Andy Slaughter: … we  are  familiar  with  …  the  growth  of  Israeli  settlements,  
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which now account for almost 600,000 people in the occupied territories; settler violence; 
a shoot-to-kill policy and increased use of live fire; increased use of home demolitions; 
child detention and administrative detention; pass laws, checkpoints and barriers; and 
restrictions of access to the Noble Sanctuary and other holy places. None of those things 
is new, but the intensification of their use by the occupying power is much more 
significant, and that is going on partly because of the extremism of the Israeli 
Government and partly because tragic events elsewhere in the middle east, including in 
Syria, give cover for it. …  
Because the European Union has suddenly decided belatedly to impose labelling 
restrictions, Netanyahu said this morning that he was not going to talk to the EU. It is 
important that we do not import settlement goods, but, in the great scheme of the 
occupations, those are details. I can only quote from a recent article in The Guardian by 
Marwan Barghouti, who is a prisoner in Israel who wrote that “the last day of occupation 
will be the first day of peace.” … 
… justice will never be achieved in Palestine until Israeli forces withdraw. …  
 

col 71  Heather Wheeler: … the state of Israel remains committed to its declaration of 
independence pledge to “ensure the complete equality of all its citizens irrespective of 
religion.” 
Since Israel’s founding in 1948, its Christian population has increased a thousand-fold. 
Today, Christianity is practised by more than 160,000 Israeli citizens, and it is the largest 
religious community in Israel after those of the Jews and the Muslims. Israel is home to 
the holiest sites in Christianity … Though Christians are exempt from military service, 
thousands have volunteered and have been sworn in on special New Testaments printed 
in Hebrew. 
The level of freedom in Israel is remarkable when one considers the oppression and 
persecution faced by citizens in neighbouring countries, including those under the 
Palestinian Authority in the west bank and under the oppressive rule of Hamas in Gaza. 
In 1950, 15% of the population in the west bank was Christian in 1950; now, it is less 
than 2%. A generation ago, as many as 80% of Bethlehem’s population were Christian. 
This figure has now decreased to 10% owing, it is said, to land theft, intimidation and 
beatings. 
We must continue to work together with Israel, a country that upholds the rights of 
minorities in this turbulent region and the only country in the middle east that shares our 
democratic values. … 

 

col 78  Roger Mullin:  … terrorist groups have been known to dig up landmines from 
Israeli minefields along the Golan Heights and attempt to reuse them for their own 
purposes. …  

 

col 79  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): … there is an urgent need to create the conditions for a 
resumption of talks leading to a long-term peace agreement and a two-state solution. I 
condemn the appalling murders of innocent people in recent weeks, and the Foreign 
Secretary and I have called on all sides to restore calm and improve the situation on the 
ground. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/15113
0-0002.htm#1511303000001  
 

col 85  Tommy Sheppard: … the disparity in … violence [in Israel-Palestine] is really 
quite marked. The number of casualties on the two sides is entirely unequal, and many 
aspects of the reaction of the Israeli defence forces are disproportionate and, indeed, 
could be considered unlawful. …  

 

Tom Tugendhat: … since the so-called Arab spring, the question of Israel has not been 
mentioned on the Arab streets. The question is not whether or not Israel is legitimate or 
illegitimate; it relates to the governance of the Arab countries themselves. Is it not 
incumbent  on  us  to   focus  on  that   question  of  governance  …  rather  than  sending  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/151130-0002.htm#1511303000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/151130-0002.htm#1511303000001
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ourselves down a rabbit hole and talking about the Israel-Palestine question … 
 

Tommy Sheppard: … In the occupied territories, the Israeli Government are sponsoring 
and supporting both the development of new settlements and the demolition of 
Palestinian homes and properties … if it pursues the same path, the viability of a 
separate Palestinian state will not be there … Meanwhile, millions of Palestinian refugees 
are still being held in the refugee camps in neighbouring countries … and are being 
denied any hope or any prospect of a place that they can call home. 
… one of the things that this country could do … [is] to be seen to try to advocate the 
human rights of Palestinians and the requirement for a lasting and balanced peace in the 
area. I think that that would, single-handedly, do a great deal to undermine and counter 
much of the mythology that is being put about on the issue of Daesh, and the suggestion 
that this is a conflict between the west and Islam. …  

 

col 88  David Jones: … There is talk of this being the third intifada. The latest surge in 
violence began after a Palestinian stabbed two Israelis to death in the old city of 
Jerusalem, which all hon. Members would of course condemn. We have to wonder, 
however, whether the Israelis acted proportionately in their response. They have erected 
more walls to surround the west bank, and added to the 750 km of security fences that 
are rapidly caging in the west bank. They have fired at protesters on the Gaza border, 
and early in October, nine Palestinians were killed in what Israel claimed was an attempt 
to bridge the fence. … 
… it seems that the recent escalation was sparked, at least in part, by the Israelis placing 
restrictions on access to the al-Aqsa compound in Jerusalem’s old city. … 
Many people in this country—and, indeed, in this House—fully understand that Israel’s 
history renders it unique and that it is concerned about its borders, but it has to 
remember that it is a democracy. …  
If Israel continues to deny the Palestinians any prospect of constituting themselves as a 
state and of living with the kind of dignity that they are entitled to, it will continue to 
experience the sort of violence that it is facing at the moment. …  

 

col 95  John Howell: … Some, such as the Foreign Minister of Sweden, have relayed 
the misguided notion that the prolonged Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the root of the 
current turmoil in the middle east and that once it is resolved the blight of Islamist 
radicalism will end. That is simply not the case. In fact, part of the reason we are in this 
current state is that too much focus rather than too little has been placed on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict at the expense of other conflicts in the region. … The wars in Libya, 
Syria, Iraq, Yemen and elsewhere have raged on, yet just last week the UN decided to 
pass six resolutions against Israel, the only stable democracy in the region. … 

 

col 104  Edward Argar: … The basic ingredient of a long-term settlement must include 
an Israel secure within her borders, recognised fully by her neighbours, freed from all 
acts of aggression and threats of terrorism, and living peacefully alongside a viable, 
independent Palestine. Alongside these key elements, sharing Jerusalem must be part of 
any agreement, as would be compromise from the Palestinians on their claim to a right of 
return and the recognition by Israel that settlements on Palestinian land are illegal and 
wrong and must be given up. Too often in this debate, people say that they are pro-Israel 
or pro-Palestinian. I believe that in order to be pro-peace, one must be pro-both. … 

 

col 112  Tania Mathias: … the UK’s role … started off with a declaration from the UK 
Government that said: “Her Majesty’s Government views with favour the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.” The same declaration also said that 
it was “clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and 
religious rights of non-Jewish communities in Palestine”. …  
… many people in that area—Arabs, Israelis and Palestinians —would say that the UK 
Government walked away and “left the key under the mat”. … 
We must still be talking about the borders of Palestine-Israel. We must still be talking 
about the settlements. We must still be talking about security for Palestine and Israel. We 
must talk about refugees’ rights  to  return … We  must,  of  course,  also  still  talk  about  
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Jerusalem. … this is not a sideshow. There can be no long-term peace and stability in 
the region until there is peace and stability for Palestine and Israel. …  

 

col 116  Bob Blackman: … One depressing thing about the Palestinian representation is 
how badly they have been let down by their leadership and by their legal advisers, and 
how they have failed to see any progress towards achieving what they all want to 
achieve … Israel has to take steps to maintain security. In 2014, Israel, whose territory 
was subjected to more than 5,000 rockets and bombs sent from Gaza, had to take action 
against Hamas and the Hamas dictatorship that is misleading Gaza. The reality is that 
even now Hamas is diverting the international aid that Britain and other countries are 
putting in to rebuild the terror tunnels it began. Hamas is also utilising the money to fuel 
hate-filled lessons in ideology in that region, and is preventing the international aid from 
coming in. It has even prevented the setting up of a water desalination plant which would 
enable all the people of Gaza to enjoy clean drinking water at first hand. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/15113
0-0003.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

EU External Trade: Israel 
Andy Slaughter [17755] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, what steps her Department is taking to (a) enforce the European Commission 
Interpretative Notice, C2015 7834 final, on the indication of origin of goods from 
territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 and (b) ensure that penalties for mis-
labeling of such products are effective, proportionate and dissuasive. 

George Eustice: The principal feature of the Interpretative Notice is a 
recommendation that goods imported into the EU which originate from Israeli 
settlements in the territories occupied by Israel since 1967 should bear an 
indication which makes that provenance clear. That recommendation was 
included in technical advice to UK retailers and importers concerning labelling 
agricultural produce from the West Bank that was issued by Defra in 2009. We 
are currently in discussion with other Departments to consider whether revisions 
need to be made to the 2009 advice in the light of the Interpretative Notice. As 
regards sanctions and penalties for mis-labelling, these are dealt with in various 
pieces of legislation depending on the goods concerned. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17755/  

 

The EC Interpretative Notice C2015 7834 can be read at 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/israel/documents/news/20151111_interpretative_notic
e_indication_of_origin_of_goods_en.pdf  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Angela Rayner [16491] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent steps the Government has taken to advance peace talks in Israel 
and the Palestinian territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK is clear that the best way to achieve a two-state solution 
is through negotiations between the Israeli Government and the Palestinian 
Authority. However, there must be an environment conducive to peace, and we 
are therefore urging all parties to de-escalate current tensions. 
On 9 October, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) 
spoke to President Abbas and urged him to do everything in his power to reduce 
tensions and restore calm. Officials at our Embassy in Tel Aviv discuss the 
situation  frequently  with  Israeli  officials.  Most  recently,  on  19  November,  our  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/151130-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151130/debtext/151130-0003.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17755/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17755/
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/israel/documents/news/20151111_interpretative_notice_indication_of_origin_of_goods_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/israel/documents/news/20151111_interpretative_notice_indication_of_origin_of_goods_en.pdf
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Ambassador to Tel Aviv discussed the ongoing violence with Gilad Erdan, the 
Israeli Minister for Strategic Affairs, Public Security and Information. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-16/16491/  
 

Jerusalem: Evictions 
Richard Burden [16991] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effect of continuing evictions of 
Palestinians from East Jerusalem on prospects for a two-state solution in that region. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are concerned about recent evictions of Palestinians from 
Silwan, and the threat of eviction of Palestinian families, from the Old City in 
Jerusalem. We view any attempts to change the facts on the ground as a serious 
provocation likely to raise tensions on the ground and cause unnecessary 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as well as being harmful to the peace process 
and, of course, in contravention of international law. The UK's remains committed 
to the achievement of a two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-19/16991/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Charles Walker [17598] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what UN initiatives the UK is supporting that aim to promote reconciliation 
between Israelis and Palestinians and establishment of a Palestinian nation state that is 
recognised both internationally and by Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK continues to support a negotiated two state solution as 
the only way to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. As part of this, along with 
other members of the UN Security Council, we welcome efforts by the Quartet to 
drive forward improvements on the ground. We support the Security Council’s 
efforts to build an environment conducive to peace and achieve our common goal 
of a two-state solution. In response to the recent violence across Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, the UK supports and reiterates the Council’s 
calls on both parties to avoid escalating the situation. We will judge proposals for 
further UN initiatives on the basis of whether we assess they support progress on 
the Middle East Peace Process. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17598/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Charles Walker [17599] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he or officials of his Department have had with Dr Salim 
Munayer and Musalah on prospects for reconciliation between Israel and Palestine; and 
if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not had discussions 
specifically with Dr Salim Munayer and Musaleh on prospects for reconciliation 
between Israel and Palestine. However we fund several projects through the 
Conflict, Stability and Security Fund which aim to foster reconciliation between 
Palestinians and Israelis. For example, we support the Peres Centre project to 
train Palestinian doctors in Israeli hospitals. This not only provides advanced 
training but also creates people to people relations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17599/  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-16/16491/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-16/16491/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-19/16991/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-19/16991/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17598/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17598/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17599/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-25/17599/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3620] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding the undercover raid by Israeli armed 
forces on a hospital in Hebron, resulting in the death of a relative of the suspect. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, we are clear that medical staff should have the protection 
that allows them to do their jobs in safety. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv 
met Physicians for Human Rights on 9 November to discuss trends in human 
rights violations against medical staff. Since the start of the current violence we 
have spoken regularly to both the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority 
on the urgent need to de-escalate the tensions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3620/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL3622] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about its decision to approve the construction of 
Israeli settlement units in Bethlehem and close to Ramallah. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the 
issue of settlement announcements with the Israeli Ministry of Defence on 17 
November and the Israeli Deputy National Security Adviser on 18 November. The 
Government has repeatedly condemned settlement announcements, and we will 
continue to call on the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement building and to 
remove illegal outposts, as required under international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3622/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3623] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following reports that Palestinian families living in 
the Humsa al Buqai’a herding community have been displaced to allow Israeli military 
training to be conducted. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made any representations on this 
issue to the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3623/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL3624] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the construction of solar farms in the West 
Bank on settlement land, and the protection for Palestinians' solar installations. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations on 
this issue to the Israeli authorities, the UK’s position on Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, and all construction within, is clear. They are 
illegal under international law, present an obstacle to peace and take us further 
away from a two state solution. 
On the issue of Palestinian solar installations, we continue to urge the 
Government of Israel to develop improved mechanisms for zoning, planning and 
permitting in Area C for the benefit of the Palestinian population, including by 
facilitating local Palestinian participation in such processes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3624/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3620/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3620/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3623/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3623/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3624/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3624/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3625] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the arrest and interrogation by Israeli police 
of Palestinian children in East Jerusalem, in particular regarding reports that children 
aged between six and 12 have been arrested and interrogated without a parent present. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We consistently raise the issue of detention of 
minors with the Israel government. On 27 August our Ambassador in Tel Aviv 
lobbied the Israeli Military Advocate General on Children in Detention where the 
issue of child detention was discussed. We are aware of cases when the Israeli 
police have detained children under 12, and subsequently released them once 
their age has been verified. When officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised 
this with the police, they were told that the police do not hold children under the 
age of 12 but are not always aware that a particular child is below age. 
According to the law, the police may hold a child over the age of 12 suspected of 
involvement in a security offence without allowing his/her parents to be present at 
the time of his/her arrest and interrogation. This is true for both Israeli and 
Palestinian minors held on security offences. We continue to lobby for the Israeli 
authorities to consider changing the law for the sake of the well-being of the child. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3625/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Warner [HL3728] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what information they have 
received from the UN or other independent sources about the number of (1) deaths of, 
and (2) injuries to, (a) Palestinians, and (b) Israelis, in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories as a result of attacks for each of the last three years; what information they 
have on the number of perpetrators brought to justice for such attacks in the last 12 
months; and what representations they have made to the government of Israel in the 
past 12 months on those issues. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: According to the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs website, in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) in 
2013 there were 38 Palestinians fatalities and 3,800 injured; in 2014 there were 
2,310 Palestinian fatalities and 16,626 injured; and so far from 1 January 2015 to 
16 November 2015 there have been 106 Palestinian fatalities and 10,626 injured. 
According to the same website, there were 77 Israeli fatalities in 2014 in the 
OPTs; and so far from 1 January to 16 November 2015 there have been 14 Israeli 
fatalities in the OPTs. 
We regularly discuss these issues with the Israeli government, both our 
condemnation of the attacks and the need to ensure justice for victims, and for the 
need for the perpetrators to be arrested and brought to justice. Officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv most recently discussed these issues with the Israeli Ministry 
of Justice on 3 November 2015. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-18/HL3728/  
 

Palestinians: Universities 
Lord Hylton [HL3749] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the value of Palestinian universities as a human resource for Palestine and the 
wider Middle East; and what additional resources and support they plan to provide for 
their development and contribution to peace-building. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While the British Government has not made any 
assessment of the value of Palestinian universities, we do continue to encourage 
links between UK and Palestinian institutions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3749/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3625/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3625/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-18/HL3728/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-18/HL3728/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3749/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3749/
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Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL3750] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to take to 
minimise the restrictions and difficulties experienced by Palestinians both inside the 
Occupied Territories and in adjoining countries. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We remain deeply concerned about restrictions 
on freedom of movement in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Our 
Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised this issue with Israeli National Security Advisor 
Cohen on 2 November. Our Consul-General to Jerusalem also raised this issue 
with the Mayor of Jerusalem on 28 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3750/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Luce [HL3755] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are considering 
recognising Palestine as a state. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK is a longstanding supporter of seeing a 
sovereign, democratic and viable Palestinian State living side by side in peace 
and security with Israel, and continues to be one of the largest donors to 
Palestinian state building efforts to that end. We reserve the right to recognise a 
Palestinian state at a time of our choosing and when we judge it will best help 
bring about peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3755/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

EU Commission appoints Coordinators on combating antisemitism and anti-
Muslim hatred 
Today, First Vice-President Frans Timmermans and Justice Commissioner Věra Jourová 
appointed a coordinator on combating antisemitism and a coordinator on combating anti-
Muslim hatred, as announced in the Commission's First Annual Colloquium on 
Fundamental Rights held in October. 
The key task of the two coordinators will be to bring to the attention of the First Vice-
President and the Commissioner the specific concerns of the respective communities. 
For this purpose, the coordinators will act as dedicated contact points for these 
communities while contributing to the development of the European Commission's 
overarching strategy to combat hate crime, hate speech, intolerance and discrimination 
They will contribute to other relevant policy areas such as education, as well as those 
geared at combating radicalisation and violent extremism. They will liaise with the 
Member States, the European Parliament, other institutions, relevant civil society 
organisations and academia with a view to strengthening policy responses designed to 
address antisemitism and anti-Muslim hatred. 
The European Commission has appointed Ms Katharina von Schnurbein as Coordinator 
on combating antisemitism. A German national, she has been coordinating the 
Commission's dialogue with Churches, religions, philosophical and non-confessional 
organisations and was part of former Commission President José Manuel Barroso's 
advisory team. Before that she was the Commission's spokesperson for Employment, 
Social Affairs and Equal opportunities (2004-2010) and press officer at the Delegation of 
the European Commission to the Czech Republic (2002-2004). 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3750/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3750/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3755/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-19/HL3755/
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The European Commission has appointed Mr David Friggieri as Coordinator on 
combating anti-Muslim hatred. A Maltese national, Mr Friggieri has, since 2012, been 
working within the Commission's Justice Directorate-General on anti-racism policies and 
fundamental rights and is the longest-standing member of the team working on the 
implementation of the EU's Framework Decision on racism and xenophobia. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/fundamental-rights/news/151201_en.htm 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-R-d.htm  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

** Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/ 
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/executive-bills/session-
2015-2016/addressing-bullying-in-schools/addressing-bullying---as-introduced.pdf 
 

Explanatory and Financial Memorandum 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/executive-bills/session-
2015-2016/addressing-bullying-in-schools/efm-addressing-bullying-in-schools---as-introduced.pdf  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/fundamental-rights/news/151201_en.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-R-d.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/executive-bills/session-2015-2016/addressing-bullying-in-schools/addressing-bullying---as-introduced.pdf
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/executive-bills/session-2015-2016/addressing-bullying-in-schools/addressing-bullying---as-introduced.pdf
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/executive-bills/session-2015-2016/addressing-bullying-in-schools/efm-addressing-bullying-in-schools---as-introduced.pdf
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/executive-bills/session-2015-2016/addressing-bullying-in-schools/efm-addressing-bullying-in-schools---as-introduced.pdf
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First Stage 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/11/30&docID=2508
98#1737658  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/11/30&docID=250898#1737658
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/11/30&docID=250898#1737658
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-coroner-reforms
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