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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Schools: Radicalism 
Kate Green [16165] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what discussions have 
taken place with teaching unions on the application of the Prevent programme in schools. 

Edward Timpson: The Department of Education consulted the teaching unions 
on the Prevent duty guidance which was published in March 2015  
(see https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance) and  
officials have subsequently briefed union representatives both on the duty and on 
the Department’s role in implementing the Prevent strategy in education. The 
Department has worked particularly closely with the unions representing school 
leaders to support schools in meeting their responsibilities under the Prevent duty. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-13/16165/  

 
Schools: Radicalism 

Kate Green [16172] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what guidance has 
been issued to headteachers on the application of the Prevent programme in schools. 

Edward Timpson: The Department for Education has issued statutory Prevent 
duty guidance with practical advice to governing bodies, school leaders, head 
teachers and school staff to help them understand their role under the new 
Prevent duty and how to access support. This is available online at:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/445
977/3799_Revised_Prevent_Duty_Guidance__England_Wales_V2-Interactive.pdf 
In addition, the Department launched a dedicated webpage for preventing 
extremism in the education sector on 1 September 2015. This page brings 
together the Department’s existing guidance and advice on the Prevent duty, 
fundamental British values, and safeguarding, all of which provide advice and help 
head teachers uphold their obligations under the Prevent duty.It also gives details 
of the Department’s dedicated counter extremism helpline, which enables people 
to directly raise concerns relating to extremism. Head teachers, school staff, 
parents, governors and members of the public can make use of the helpline to 
report their concerns about extremism in schools and to seek guidance on the 
Prevent duty. The webpage can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-extremism-in-schools-
and-childrens-services/preventing-extremism-in-the-education-and-childrens-
services-sectors 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-13/16165/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-13/16165/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/445977/3799_Revised_Prevent_Duty_Guidance__England_Wales_V2-Interactive.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/445977/3799_Revised_Prevent_Duty_Guidance__England_Wales_V2-Interactive.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-extremism-in-schools-and-childrens-services/preventing-extremism-in-the-education-and-childrens-services-sectors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-extremism-in-schools-and-childrens-services/preventing-extremism-in-the-education-and-childrens-services-sectors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-extremism-in-schools-and-childrens-services/preventing-extremism-in-the-education-and-childrens-services-sectors
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The Home Office has developed core training for the purpose of raising 
awareness of school staff, the Workshop to Raise Awareness of Prevent (WRAP). 
It is free of charge, tested, flexible and includes case studies involving schools 
and young people. There are a number of professionals who are accredited 
WRAP facilitators, particularly in safeguarding roles and within local authorities 
and the police. 
The department is continuing its work to support the sector in implementing the 
Prevent duty, including looking at ways to provide support that specifically and 
separately focuses on school governors, head teachers, teachers and parents. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-13/16172/  
 

Revenue and Customs: Training 
Madeleine Moon [16899] To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what training is 
provided to HM Revenue and Customs staff to prepare them for handling applications for 
allowable expenses for ministers of religion; and if he will make a statement. 

David Gauke: HM Revenue and Customs staff receive training on handling 
expenses claims from a range of customers. This includes training and guidance 
on how to handle claims from specific customer groups and professions, including 
ministers of religion. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-18/16899/ 
 

 

Scottish Government 

Racist Incident statistics released 
… The overall number of racist incidents recorded by the police in Scotland in 2013-14 
was the third lowest figure since 2004-5, although there was an increase of 3.9% 
compared to 2012-13. 
The rise is mainly due to reports of complainers or victims who identify as ‘White British’ 
ethnicity and, in the seven legacy force areas that we have a breakdown for, (which 
covers 57% of all victims/complainers), 61% of the ‘White British’ are classed as ‘White 
Scottish’. … 
Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs Paul Wheelhouse said: “These statistics 
paint a complex picture of the impact of racist incidents across Scotland. While it is 
encouraging that the number of incidents involving members of the Pakistani community 
are now at their lowest levels in a decade, the overall increase in reported racist incidents 
more generally shows us that more work still needs to be done. 
“Where we can dig deeper into the statistics, we can see that many reports are from 
Scots who are classed as ‘White British’. The fact this mirrors the demographic make-up 
of Scotland means it may well be down to more witnesses coming forward, which is to be 
welcomed. Police Scotland, Crimestoppers and community groups themselves have 
worked hard in recent years to encourage people to report incidents of racism, which 
reflects a continual trend towards a Scotland where racism and intolerance are becoming 
less accepted by society. …  But while it is encouraging that people are likely more 
confident in coming forward to report these incidents and that attitudes are changing for 
the better around what constitutes a hate crime, even one hate crime is one too many. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Racist-Incident-statistics-released-1f97.aspx 
 

Racist Incidents Recorded by the Police in Scotland, 2013-14 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00489644.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Overseas Investment: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL3414] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of whether their plans to introduce rules to stop local councils from taking 
boycott or divestment initiatives in relation to Israel are compatible with their guidance on 
overseas business risk in Israel recognising the illegality of Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: Cabinet office will shortly issue guidance that reminds 
public authorities of their international obligations when letting public contracts. 
Foreign policy is not a matter for local authorities. The guidance will make clear 
that boycotts in public procurement are inappropriate and may be illegal, outside 
where formal legal sanctions, embargoes and restrictions that have been put in 
place by the Government. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-09/HL3414/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"Security Council members are concerned by the ongoing violence directed at 
both Israelis and Palestinians." 
Statement on behalf of the UN Security Council by Ambassador Matthew Rycroft, 
President of the Security Council in November, at the Commemorative Meeting for the 
UN International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People 
… Council members are concerned by the ongoing violence directed at both Israelis and 
Palestinians. The Council calls on both parties to encourage calm and avoid escalating 
the situation through word or deed. In this regard, the Council members have expressed 
their deep concern over Israel’s settlement activities in East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. Many members view these acts as illegal or illegitimate, believing that they do not 
help promote prospects for peace; they provide a catalyst for further tensions, and 
jeopardise the viability of the two-state solution. The members of the Council call for full 
respect for international law. 
On Gaza … Council members are concerned at the lack of progress on the humanitarian 
situation. Council members welcome the progress of the Tripartite Agreement reached 
between the UN, Israel and the Palestinian Authority. There is, however, disappointment 
at the slow pace of reconstruction … 
The Council welcomes efforts made by the Quartet to drive forward improvements on the 
ground. … Council members also acknowledge the efforts made by the Committee on 
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to the realisation of the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 
… the Security Council will continue its efforts to build an environment conducive to 
peace in order to achieve our common goal of a two-state solution and the peace and 
security the Israeli and Palestinian people both deserve. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/security-council-members-are-concerned-by-
the-ongoing-violence-directed-at-both-israelis-and-palestinians  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-09/HL3414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-09/HL3414/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/security-council-members-are-concerned-by-the-ongoing-violence-directed-at-both-israelis-and-palestinians
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/security-council-members-are-concerned-by-the-ongoing-violence-directed-at-both-israelis-and-palestinians
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European Commission 

New EU funding for Palestine refugees and vulnerable Palestinian families through 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
… The European Union will provide €10 million of fresh support to Palestine Refugees 
through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA). This contribution, which comes in addition to the €10 million granted in 
October, will help UNRWA keep schools open and maintain core services to Palestinian 
refugees. This brings the 2015 EU support for UNRWA's General Fund up to €102 
million. 
Additional support to the Palestinian Authority totalling €1.525 million has also been 
provided by Austria (€1.5 million) and Portugal (€25,000) through the PEGASE 
mechanism. This facility allows Member States, in partnership with the EU, to provide 
assistance in a coherent and cost-effective manner directly to the Palestinian Authority. 
The High Representative Federica Mogherini said: "UNRWA is doing invaluable work 
with the Palestinian children whose experience has been marked too often by war, 
violence, displacement and insecurity. Thanks to UNRWA, their right  to go to school and 
build a better future for themselves and the region can be guaranteed. The EU will 
continue to stand by UNRWA as it provides Palestine refugees not only with critical 
quality services, but also with stability and hope for the future in very difficult 
circumstances". … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-6142_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

United Nations 

Amid violence, ‘glaring lack of hope,’ UN deputy chief urges action to break Israeli-
Palestinian impasse 
Nearly 12 months after the launch of the International Year of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People with the aim of generating global engagement on ‘the Question of 
Palestine,’ security and hope in Gaza and in the occupied West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, remain at a “very low point,” observed UN Deputy Secretary-General, Jan 
Eliasson today. 
“We continue to witness illegal settlement activities and settler-related violence. 
Demolitions of Palestinian-owned structures have continued, including punitive 
demolitions. Such policies and actions are directly contrary to the Government of Israel’s 
stated intention to pursue a two-State solution,” said Mr. Eliasson in his remarks to a 
special meeting of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People ahead of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People, marked annually on 29 November. … 
He stressed the need to preserve the status quo at the Haram al Sharif/Temple Mount, in 
accordance with the agreements between Israel and Jordan and with the special role of 
the King of Jordan, as Custodian. … 
Additionally, he condemned the recent wave of “heinous attacks, stabbings, shootings 
and attacks causing immense suffering among Israelis and Palestinians alike.” 
At the same time, he acknowledged the security problems Israel faces, but reminded the 
Israeli authorities that using excessive forces feeds anger and frustration and urged the 
security services of the country to exercise maximum restraint, particularly, for the use of 
lethal force. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52631#.VlSJNt8rKnY  
 
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-6142_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.un.org/sg/dsg/statements/index.asp?nid=683
http://www.un.org/en/events/palestinianday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/palestinianday/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52631#.VlSJNt8rKnY
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Speakers in General Assembly Sound Alarm as Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
Continues to Fester in Region Embattled by Strife 
The world was just one major provocation in Jerusalem away from a descent into an 
unprecedented religious war, the General Assembly was told …  
… the Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine said that the situation was 
unsustainable … The question of Palestine was at the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
and its lack of resolution had a far-reaching impact in the region and across the globe.  
The Israeli delegate said that if the Arab States had accepted the existence of a Jewish 
State alongside a State of their own, Israelis and Palestinians would have been spared 
decades of needless conflict.  But instead of saying yes to living side-by-side with Israel 
in peace, the Palestinians had said no:  no to peace and no to the existence of a Jewish 
State. …  
While several speakers alleged that Israeli settlement construction was to blame for the 
inaction, the representative of Lebanon commended the European Union’s request for 
clear marking of products from the settlements.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11731.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Select Committee on the Constitution Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldselect/ldconst/59/59.pdf  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11731.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldselect/ldconst/59/59.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
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