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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Ethnic Groups 
Anne Main [15102] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what the outcome was of his Department's visit to Um-il-Hiran and Ateer; whether he 
plans to visit that region; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and 
our Embassy in Tel Aviv visited three Bedouin communities in the Negev, 
including Um al Hiran, on 5 August. This visit, arranged through the Negev 
Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality (NCF), deepened our understanding of the 
constant risk of demolition faced by both recognised and unrecognised Bedouin 
villages; the restrictions on construction in even Government-planned Bedouin 
towns; and the unequal provision of services to communities of different 
ethnicities in the Negev. We remain concerned about this situation and will 
continue to work with partner countries, to address the inequalities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-05/15102/  

 
Israel: Housing 

Richard Burden [15135] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent reports he has received about the threatened demolition of the 
village of Khan Al Ahmer in the West Bank and the effects of Israeli settlement activity in 
the vicinity. 

Tobias Ellwood: An official from our Consulate-General in Jerusalem visited the 
village of Khan Al Ahmer on 9 September and held discussions with community 
leaders. I also visited the village last year. We remain deeply concerned by Israeli 
proposals to relocate Bedouin population from the E1 area. Officials at our 
Consulate-General in Jerusalem are monitoring the situation closely and will 
continue to demonstrate our concern by regularly visiting the Bedouin 
communities. 
The UK’s position on settlements is clear. They are illegal under international law, 
present an obstacle to peace and take us further away from a two state solution. 
We will continue to raise our objections to settlements with the Israeli 
Government. On 10 September, during Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s visit 
to the UK, the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary raised with him our concerns  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-05/15102/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-05/15102/
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about Israel’s approach to a number of issues, including settlement building and 
the need for a two state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-05/15135/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FOI release: cost of Israeli Prime Minister visit to UK 
… It is in the public domain that the Prime Minister hosted a breakfast meeting for the 
Israeli Prime Minister and his delegation on Thursday 10 September. The total cost for 
this was £910. The FCO does not hold any other information within the scope of your 
request. … 
To read the full FoI release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/477027/09
20-15.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Second Committee Passes Resolutions Reaffirming Rights of Palestinian People 
over Natural Resources, Recognizes Right to Claim Restitution 
… the text, titled “Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the 
occupied Syrian Golan over their natural resources”, the Assembly would demand that 
Israel cease the exploitation, damage, cause of loss or depletion and endangerment of 
the natural resources in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and recognize the right of the 
Palestinian people to claim restitution. … 
Calling that resolution an “annual ritual of Israel-bashing and pro-Palestinian lip service” 
which contributed nothing to peace, the representative of Israel stated that the text was 
based on a one-sided report, from the Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia … 
The Observer of the State of Palestine stated that the resolution reaffirmed the legitimate 
rights of his people and recognized their right to reparations.  Not all losses could be 
quantified, he said, calling on all Member States to boycott products from terrorist 
colonies. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gaef3439.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-05/15135/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-05/15135/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/477027/0920-15.pdf
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gaef3439.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
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Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre Briefing 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_15-
75_Transplantation_Authorisation_of_Removal_of_Organs_Etc_Scotland_Bill.pdf  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_15-75_Transplantation_Authorisation_of_Removal_of_Organs_Etc_Scotland_Bill.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_15-75_Transplantation_Authorisation_of_Removal_of_Organs_Etc_Scotland_Bill.pdf
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-coroner-reforms
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-coroner-reforms
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1

