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Home Affairs 

Welsh Government 

The final countdown to the change in Wales’ organ donation law begins 
… On December 1, Wales will become the first country in the UK to introduce a soft opt-
out system. The new system will make it easier for people to make a decision about 
whether or not they want to become organ donors.   
Under the new system, if people have not registered a decision to become an organ 
donor (opted in) or a decision not to become an organ donor (opted out), they will be 
considered as having no objection to being an organ donor … 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/countdown/?lang=en  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Speakers Cite ‘Disturbing Evidence’ of Human Rights Violations as Fourth 
Committee Takes up Illegal Israeli Practices in Occupied Arab Lands 
… Disturbing evidence of continued human rights violations in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories further underscored the need for Israel to end its long-standing occupation, 
speakers in the Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization) stressed … 
Describing the continuing Israeli settlement activity in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
and the occupied Syrian Golan, including demolition orders against “illegal” Palestinian 
homes, Special Committee Chair Amrith Rohan Perea (Sri Lanka) said the body had 
been dismayed to hear that settler violence remained a daily reality for Palestinians.  He 
also cited numerous incidents of excessive force, including the use of teargas, rubber 
bullets and live ammunition.  … 
Regrettably, the Government of Israel had continued its practice of non-cooperation with 
the Special Committee …  
He went on to say that the ongoing blockade of the Gaza Strip remained a key obstacle 
to Palestinian enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights.  … 
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… the observer for the State of Palestine emphasized that the Special Committee’s 
findings attested to a systematic pattern of gross human rights violations perpetrated by 
Israel against the Palestinian people.  Israel’s two-pronged policy for maintaining its 
occupation consisted of brutalizing and oppressing the Palestinian people and colonizing 
their land through repressive measures, many of which amounted to war crimes… 
Syria’s representative said that Israel continued its systematic violations of human rights 
in the occupied Syrian Golan, including the unjust imprisonment of 
activists.  Condemning that country’s “racist” and “atrocious” actions, he said its 
occupation forces were establishing 750 new farms in the Syrian Golan.  … 
Addressing the situation in Gaza, the European Union’s representative welcomed 
measures taken by Israel to ease restrictions in the enclave.  … However, further positive 
measures were needed to enable full delivery of humanitarian aid, reconstruction and 
economic recovery on a permanent basis. … 
Israel’s representative expressed regret that the Fourth Committee had chosen to devote 
its valuable time to a one-sided report that distorted the truth and ignored the reality on 
the ground.  The Government of Israel was ready to work with all those who were 
committed to enhancing security, peaceful coexistence and welfare for all peoples in the 
Middle East region …  “Israel’s message is clear: we want to achieve a lasting peace that 
would end the conflict once and for all.” … 
To read the full press release 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gaspd601.doc.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

Updated Report: MSP apologises following SCoJeC protest about antisemitic 
image posted on Twitter 
SCoJeC protested to the First Minister and the Scottish National Party about a grotesque 
caricature based on traditional antisemitic stereotypes and neo-Nazi imagery that was 
circulated by SNP MSP Sandra White …  
[She] Sandra White has now deleted the message and issued an apology which she has 
also circulated on Twitter. … 
Responding to our letter, the First Minister [said] "Regarding the original tweet itself, I find 
it and the image it contained abhorrent. As I stated at Giffnock, I will not tolerate anti-
Semitism or religious or racial hatred of any kind at any level in our society. I look forward 
to continuing to work with you and further strengthening the links between the Scottish 
Government and the Jewish community in Scotland, which is and always will be an 
integral and highly valued part of Scottish society." … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2015/15xi_antisemitism/msp.html  
 
Letter from SCoJeC to the First Minister 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2015/15xi_antisemitism/scojec.pdf 
 
Reply from the First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon MSP 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2015/15xi_antisemitism/first_minister.pdf  
 
Apology from Sandra White MSP 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2015/15xi_antisemitism/sandra_white.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
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