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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Greg Mulholland [12724] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the Government's 
Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group. 

Marcus Jones: The Government set up the first Anti-Muslim Hatred working 
group in 2012 and we are proud of its achievements. We are committed to 
tackling anti-Muslim hatred and see the group as an important role in advising 
Ministers. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-21/12724/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Dr Poulter [12314] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what assessment he has made of the implications for his policies of recent violence in 
Israel and the Palestinian Territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: I am extremely concerned by the violence that we have seen 
across Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in recent weeks. This only 
strengthens my conviction that a negotiated two state solution is of the greatest 
urgency. We continue to consult with international partners as to the best means 
to make progress towards that goal, and to encourage the parties to take steps 
which lead us towards peace. In the current circumstances we are encouraging 
both sides to promote calm and avoid taking actions which could make peace 
more difficult. On 9 October, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr 
Hammond) spoke to President Abbas and urged him to do everything in his power 
to reduce tensions and  restore  calm.  My officials  and I have also  been pushing  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-21/12724/
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the parties to implement steps that improve the situation on the ground and 
preserve the viability of the two state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-19/12314/  

 
Israel: Palestinians 

Andrew Rosindell [12501] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with his counterparts in the (a) Palestinian Authority 
and (b) Israeli government on recent violent attacks in that region. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are deeply concerned by the recent violence across the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel. We strongly condemn all acts of 
violence and all incitement to commit acts of violence. 
Since the start of the current violence we have spoken regularly to both the 
Palestinian Authority and the Israeli government, urging them to use their 
influence to de-escalate the tensions. 
The most recent discussion with the Palestinian Authority was on 9 October when 
the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Runnymead and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) spoke to 
President Abbas about the violence. On 8 October, our Consul General in 
Jerusalem raised our concerns in his meetings with President Abbas’ political 
adviser, Majdi Khaldi; Palestinian chief negotiator and Secretary-General of the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation, Sa’eb Erekat; and the Palestinian Chief of 
Police, Hazem Attallah. 
The most recent discussion with the Israeli government was on 19 October when 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised our concerns with Israel Cabinet 
Secretary, Avichai Mandleblit. On 16 October, the Prime Minister’s National 
Security Adviser, Mark Lyall Grant, spoke to Israel’s National Security Adviser, 
Yossi Cohen, and reiterated the need for both sides to do everything in their 
power to calm the situation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-19/12501/  

 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Syria 
Baroness Tonge [HL2506] To ask Her Majesty’s Government to ask what action they 
are taking to support, and provide humanitarian aid to, the Palestinian refugees who took 
refuge in Syria prior to the civil war in that country. 

Baroness Verma: The UK has been supporting UNRWA and other UN partners 
to ensure that the needs of highly vulnerable Palestinians are addressed both 
inside Syria and in neighbouring countries. To date, the UK has allocated over 
£59 million to UNRWA to provide food parcels, relief items, hygiene packs, 
education and cash assistance for Palestinian refugees affected by the violence in 
Syria and the region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-12/HL2506/  
 

West Bank: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2507] To ask Her Majesty’s Government to ask what action they 
are taking in the light of the report by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs that, within West Bank Area C, 77 per cent of Israeli demolition orders affect 
structures located on privately-owned Palestinian land. 

Baroness Verma:  We  assess  that  demolition  of  Palestinian  structures  in  the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-19/12314/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-19/12314/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-19/12501/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-19/12501/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-12/HL2506/
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Occupied Palestinian Territories by Israel is harmful to the peace process. 
Demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians and in all but 
the most limited circumstances are contrary to international humanitarian law. The 
UK raises concerns about demolitions and displacement with the Government of 
Israel on a regular basis and at the highest levels. 
The UK continues to urge the Government of Israel to develop improved planning 
mechanisms to enable construction in Area C of the West Bank for the benefit of 
the Palestinian population, including by facilitating local Palestinian participation in 
such processes. We continue to support Palestinians facing demolition or eviction 
through support to the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid programme, which 
helps individuals to challenge these decisions in the Israeli legal system. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-12/HL2507/  

 
UK Toremet 

Baroness Tonge [HL2508] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they are 
having with the Charity Commission following reports that the charity UK Toremet is 
acting as a conduit for donations to Israeli settlements in the West Bank. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: The Charity Commission for England and Wales is 
independent and is not subject to Ministerial direction or control. I understand that 
following concerns that were raised with the Charity Commission, it has written to 
the trustees of the charity and will be meeting them to review the governance, 
policies, procedures and operational activity of the charity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-12/HL2508/  

 
Gaza: Israel 

Baroness Tonge [HL2750] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority concerning the 
disruption of the fuel supply to Gaza due to the closure of the crossing points during 
Jewish holidays. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While the British Government has not raised this 
specific case with the Israeli government or the Palestinian Authority, we regularly 
urge both parties to intensify measures to support Gaza’s reconstruction and 
economic development, including on energy. On 10 September, during Israeli 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s visit to the UK the Prime Minister, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), and the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), emphasised the importance of 
improving daily life for the people of Gaza, for example through better power and 
water supplies and facilitating exports from Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-19/HL2750/  

 
Palestinians: Transport 

Baroness Tonge [HL2751] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding the need for road and rail links between 
Rafah, Hebron, Jerusalem, Nablus and Janin to serve Palestine. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While the British Government has not raised this 
specific issue with the Government of Israel, our Embassy in Tel Aviv consistently 
urge relaxation of the Israeli movement and access restrictions across the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories and raise the need to improve conditions on the 
ground for Palestinians. Most  recently,  on  19  October,  our  Ambassador in  Tel  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-12/HL2507/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-12/HL2507/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-12/HL2508/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-19/HL2750/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-19/HL2750/
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Aviv raised these concerns with Israeli Cabinet Secretary, Avichai Mandleblit. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-19/HL2751/  
 
 

West Bank: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2752] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the destruction of olive trees 
belonging to Palestinians in the West Bank in order to create a Nature Reserve. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are well aware of the difficulties facing 
Palestinian olive growers and of the particular sensitivities around olive trees 
given their status as a national symbol and the sole source of income for many 
Palestinian farmers. We repeatedly express our serious concerns to the Israeli 
government about the destruction of olive trees, whether by the Israeli authorities 
or by extremist settlers. We hold the Israeli authorities responsible for enforcing 
the rule of law and providing the appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian 
population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-19/HL2752/  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Tonge  [HL2753] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel in the light of figures released by the 
Parliamentary Under Secretary, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, which showed that 
the Israeli military have opened fire into the Gaza Access Restricted Area on at least 696 
occasions since August 2014. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly 
raise concerns over use of live fire by Israeli security authorities, most recently on 
19 October when our Ambassador in Tel Aviv spoke to Israel's Cabinet Minister, 
Avichai Mandleblit. The Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Witney (Mr Cameron), and the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr 
Hammond), also raised the use of live fire by the Israel Defence Forces with 
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu during his visit to the UK on 10 September. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-19/HL2753/  
 

Israel: Press Freedom 
Baroness Tonge [HL2754] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they have 
taken to protect British journalists in the light of the assault by Israeli soldiers on two AFP 
journalists during a West Bank demonstration. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The safety of British nationals is a key concern. 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office travel advice highlights specific risks relating 
to travel within the Occupied Palestinian Territories, for example, risks relating to 
Palestinian demonstrations. We also provide consular assistance to British 
nationals in line with our guidance when it is required. The UK has repeatedly 
made clear to Israel our longstanding concerns about the manner in which the 
Israeli Defence Force polices non-violent protests and the border areas, including 
use of live ammunition. We are also clear that protection of the freedom of the 
media is an important part of respecting human rights. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-19/HL2754/  
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European Union 

Remarks by High Representative/Vice - President Federica Mogherini ahead of the 
meeting with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
… whenever I say the political process, or the peace process, I feel myself a certain 
degree of frustration, so I can imagine yours. Because the process for the sake of the 
process is not what we are looking for. What we are looking for is steps, concrete steps 
on the ground, including difficult ones, that can improve the life of Palestinian people, that 
can strengthen the Palestinian authority, not only on the economic field, but also on 
security and on the political field. … 
On the other side, something that can guarantee more security for the Israeli people. 
Something that can translate into the everyday life of ordinary people on the ground. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151026_05_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief welcomes Israel’s commitment to restore calm at holy sites in Jerusalem 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today welcomed the statement by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reiterating Israel’s commitment to uphold the status quo at 
the Haram al Sharif/Temple Mount in Jerusalem. 
In a statement issued by his spokesperson, the Secretary-General also noted Mr. 
Netanyahu’s affirmation that Israel does not intend to divide the holy sites, and that it 
“respects the importance of the special role of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, as 
reflected in the 1994 peace treaty between Jordan and Israel, and the historical role of 
King Abdullah II.” … 
“Only by restoring calm will all parties be able to refocus their efforts on renewing 
confidence and creating conditions on the ground, in the region and internationally for 
meaningful negotiations towards a two-state solution and to put an end to the occupation 
that began in 1967,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52369#.Vi-79q7hAqI  
 
Development Aspirations of Palestinians Hindered by Natural Resource 
Exploitation, Say Speakers in Second Committee 
Israel continued to strangulate the development aspirations of Palestinian people through 
myriad systematic campaigns to extract and exploit natural resources in the occupied 
Palestinian territories and the Golan, the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) 
was told today. … 
While Israeli settlers exported agricultural products worth $285 million annually, 
Palestinians exported just $19 million of agricultural products, the delegate from the State 
of Palestine continued.  “Terrorist settlers” targeted fruit and olive trees, many of which 
were older than Israel itself.  Meanwhile, Palestinian farmers were forced to acquire 
permits from the Israeli army.  Calling Israeli settlements a war crime and anyone who 
encouraged them accomplices, he urged the international community to boycott settlers 
by not allowing them access to international markets. 
Israel’s delegate said that today’s discussion was yet another repetitive episode in “one-
sided Israel-bashing” based on selective and unreliable data.  All the speakers who took 
to the floor failed to mention that Hamas administered the Gaza Strip, misusing its 
economic and financial resources.  It was Hamas that had initiated the 2014 conflict and 
repeatedly broke ceasefires. 
It was surreal to hear allegations of human rights violations by Israel made by some of 
the world’s most infamous human rights  violators,  including  Syria,  Qatar  and  Iran,  he  
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151026_05_en.htm
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9181
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52369#.Vi-79q7hAqI
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said.  Following the 2014 conflict, $2 billion had been pledged by Arab countries for the 
reconstruction of Gaza, and yet less than $200 million had been disbursed.  That was 
“10 per cent walk and 90 per cent talk”, he said, and welcomed Palestinians to return to 
the negotiating table. 
The representative of Syria said Israel deprived Syrians living in the occupied Golan of 
their right to land and basic rights, including water. … 
The representative of Oman, speaking on behalf of the Arab Group, said the Israeli 
occupation had undermined Palestinians’ right to jobs, transport of merchandise and 
access to humanitarian aid. … 
Echoing that sentiment, the representative of Saudi Arabia said, “Jews have no right to 
Haram al-Sharif,” urging the preservation of the status quo at the site. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gaef3430.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
** closes in 3 days 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
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