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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Hate Crime 
Lord Morrow of Clogher Valley: To ask the Minister of Justice what is the legislative 
definition of a hate crime. (AQW 49915/11-16) 

There is no legislative definition of hate crime; however the Criminal Justice 
Agencies in Northern Ireland apply the definition recommended by the Stephen 
Lawrence inquiry. This is any incident which constitutes a criminal offence, 
perceived by the victim or any other person as being motivated by prejudice or 
hate towards a person’s actual or perceived race; faith or religion; sexual 
orientation; disability; political opinion or gender identity. 
The legislative provisions which are drawn upon for dealing with hate offences in 
Northern Ireland are set out in the Public Order (Northern Ireland) Order 1987 and 
the Criminal Justice (No. 2) (Northern Ireland) Order 2004. 
Part III of the 1987 Order created offences for arousing fear or hatred amongst 
groups defined by reference to “religious belief, colour, race, nationality (including 
citizenship) or ethnic or national origins”. 
The 2004 Order extended the protections of Part III of the Public Order (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1987 to include groups defined by reference to sexual orientation 
or disability. It also places requirements on the court to consider hostility as an 
aggravating factor that increases the seriousness of the offence, and to state in 
open court that the offence was so aggravated. An offence is aggravated by 
hostility if, either at the time of the offence, immediately before or after its 
commission, the offender demonstrates hostility to the victim based on the victim's 
racial, religious or sexual orientation group, or on his/her disability. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=246821  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham [12622] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has received from his Israeli counterpart on the 
recent violence in that region; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: As I said in my statement of 13 October, the UK Government 
remains extremely concerned by the violence that we have seen across Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories so far this month. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) also made a statement on 9 October 
condemning the violence. 
Since the start of the current violence we have spoken regularly to the Israeli 
government, urging them to de-escalate the tensions. 
On 16 October, the Prime Minister’s National Security Adviser spoke to Israel’s 
National Security Adviser and reiterated the need for both sides to do everything 
in their power to calm the situation. On 19 October, the Director of the Middle East 
and North Africa Directorate in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office spoke to 
the Israeli Chargé D’Affaires to London, including about the recent violence. 
Our Embassy in Tel Aviv receives regular updates from the Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. On 19 October, our Ambassador to Tel Aviv raised our concerns 
on the recent violence with the Israeli Cabinet Secretary. Most recently, our 
Defence Attaché to Tel Aviv received a briefing from the Israeli Defence Forces 
on 21 October on the number of attacks they have so recorded in this latest 
outbreak of violence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-20/12622/  
 

Tobias Ellwood’s statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violence-
in-israel-and-opts  
 

Philip Hammond’s statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts  
 
 

Middle East Quartet 

Quartet Principals' Statement, Vienna, October 23, 2015 
… The Quartet expresses grave concern over the continuing escalation of tensions 
between Israelis and Palestinians. The Quartet condemns all acts of terror and violence 
against civilians. 
Underscoring the urgent need to restore calm the Quartet reiterates its call for maximum 
restraint and avoidance of provocative rhetoric and actions. 
It encourages Israel to work together with Jordan to uphold the status quo at the holy 
sites in Jerusalem in both word and practice, recognizing the special role of Jordan as 
per its peace treaty with Israel. 
Recalling its previous statements and relevant UN Security Council resolutions and 
recognizing that security measures alone cannot stop the cycle of violence, the Quartet 
calls for significant steps to be taken, consistent with the transition contemplated by prior 
agreements, in order to restore confidence and hope in the viability of a negotiated two-
state solution that resolves the final status issues, including that of Jerusalem, and ends 
the occupation that began in 1967. … 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-20/12622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-20/12622/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violence-in-israel-and-opts
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violence-in-israel-and-opts
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts
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To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=4236# 
 
 

European Union 

Remarks by High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini following the 
Quartet Principals' meeting in Vienna 
… the European Union was very much insisting on revitalising the format using the 
Quartet as the framework for the Europeans to come together with our friends in the 
United States, in Russia and in the whole UN. To pass a united message to our Israeli 
and Palestinian friends in these moments of tension and violence on the ground, it has 
been extremely important to gather and unite the international community behind a 
strong message - an invitation to calm down the situation, to show restraint in leadership, 
to contain the rhetoric that could inflame easily not only the situation on the ground, but 
also in the whole region. … 
In my talks yesterday with Prime Minister Netanyahu I have had from him the 
confirmation of his willingness to engage with our envoys and to receive them. I will pass 
the same message to President Abbas on Monday in Brussels. He will come and visit me 
and we will discuss the possibility of the visit of the Quartet envoys and also an agenda 
of concrete steps on the ground that can be implemented in the coming future, both in 
the West Bank and in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151023_02_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

‘Still time to step back from brink,’ says Ban, returning from Israel, Palestine and 
Jordan 
Upon his return from an emergency visit to the crisis-torn Middle East where he reported 
having “long and detailed” discussions with Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian leaders, 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today said “there is still time to step back 
from the brink,” despite anger and polarization in the region. … 
“I was profoundly troubled by what I saw and I heard. People on both sides shared heart-
breaking stories of violence against their loved ones,” he continued, while strongly 
condemning all acts of terror and violence and offering condolences to the families of 
those who have been killed or injured. 
Mr. Ban further noted that the tensions around the Haram Al-Sharif/Temple Mount have 
the potential to add a religious dimension to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that could be 
exploited by extremists on both sides, with potentially dangerous regional implications. 
“I welcome the assurance of Prime Minister [Benjamin] Netanyahu that Israel has no 
intention of changing the status quo on the Haram al Sharif/Temple Mount, which many 
Muslims believe is under threat,” he declared … 
Mr. Ban added that “the level of incitement is utterly unacceptable,” and that it is critical 
for all parties “to avoid provocative rhetoric and actions that can further inflame passions 
in an already overheated environment.” 
In addition, the Secretary-General stressed that it is equally critical that Israel exercise 
maximum restraint and make sure that security measures are properly calibrated, “so 
that they do not breed the very frustrations and anxieties which perpetuate violence.” … 
Mr. Ban also urged Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas “to harness the energy and 
passion of the people, particularly young people, towards a peaceful direction – to realize 
their aspirations of peace and [make] stability a reality, rather than resorting to violent 
means.” … 
 

http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=4236
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151023_02_en.htm
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To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52352#.Vi01cK7hAqI 
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Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

Children's right to freedom of religion or belief must be protected, says UN expert 
The United Nations expert on religious freedom is calling on all Governments 
represented at the UN General Assembly “to respect religious practices by children and 
their families and support families in fulfilling their role in providing an enabling 
environment for the realisation of the rights of the child.” … 
“Violations of freedom of religion or belief often affect the rights of children and their 
parents,” he said in a press release. … 
The rights expert also urged religious communities across the world to ensure respect for 
the freedom of religion or belief of children within their teaching and community practices, 
bearing in mind the status of the child as a rights holder. … 
“While in many situations of violations the rights of the child and the rights of his or her 
parents may be affected in conjunction, it is not always the case,” Mr. Bielefeldt noted. 
“The interests of parents and children are not necessarily identical, including in the area 
of freedom of religion or belief.” 
The expert highlighted that parents or legal guardians have the right and duty to direct 
the child in the exercise of his or her freedom of religion or belief. … 
“Parents are also not obliged to provide a religiously 'neutral' upbringing in the name of 
the child's right to an 'open future,'” he added. “The rights of parents to freedom of 
religion or belief include their rights to educate their children according to their own 
conviction and to introduce their children to religious initiation rites.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52359#.Vi0zfq7hAqI  
 
Interim report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/245/07/PDF/N1524507.pdf?OpenElement  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151023-
0001.htm#15102333000414  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52352#.Vi01cK7hAqI
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16647&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52359#.Vi0zfq7hAqI
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/245/07/PDF/N1524507.pdf?OpenElement
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151023-0001.htm#15102333000414
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151023-0001.htm#15102333000414
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
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Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
** closes in 5 days 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
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