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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Statement of Opinion 

OPIN-2015-0359 Darren Millar: Freedom to change religion or belief – The National 
Assembly for Wales: Recognises that the individual's right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion includes the freedom to change a religion or belief; 
Believes that this includes the right not to have a religious belief; 
Notes the excellent relationships that exist between Wales's faith leaders, facilitated by 
participation in bodies such as the Faith Communities Forum, the Cross Party Group on 
Faith and the Interfaith Council for Wales; and 
Acknowledges and supports the collaborative and inclusive work being done among faith 
groups to enable healthy dialogue on this important issue of religious conversion.  
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=750&ass
embly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion 
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Foreign Secretary 
col 817 Alan Duncan: We have today seen the well-worn exchange of differing opinions 
on Israel and Palestine. Whatever the tit-for-tat arguments might be, does the Foreign 
Secretary accept that the fundamental moral principle beneath all this is that Israel’s 
annexation of its neighbours’ land through settlement building is illegal, and that there is 
no place, either in this argument or in this House, for those who will not publicly admit to 
that principle? 

Philip Hammond: I am not going to define who can and who cannot take part in 
the argument, but we believe that settlement building breaches international law 
and that it is essential that we do not allow the facts on the ground to make 
impossible a two-state solution, which we all fervently hope will be the ultimate 
solution to the Palestine question. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151020/debtext/15102
0-0001.htm#15102042000020  

 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=750&assembly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=750&assembly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=750&assembly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151020/debtext/151020-0001.htm#15102042000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151020/debtext/151020-0001.htm#15102042000020
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Israel and Palestine 
7. Oliver Dowden: What assessment he has made of the implications for his policies of 
recent violence in Israel and the Palestinian territories. [901653] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): We are deeply concerned by the recent violence and 
terrorist attacks across the occupied Palestinian territories and Israel. Our 
immediate focus is on urging all sides to encourage calm, take steps to de-
escalate and avoid any measures that could further inflame the situation. 

Oliver Dowden: Does the Minister agree that there can be no justification whatsoever for 
random terror attacks on Israelis in the streets of Israel? They are just like us: normal 
people trying to go about their ordinary lives. We should be absolutely clear in 
condemning that sort of activity. 

Mr Ellwood: I absolutely concur with my hon. Friend and condemn the violence 
that has taken place across Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories. There 
is no place for the sorts of terrorist attacks we have seen, and the effect they are 
having on innocent civilians’ sense of safety is appalling. 

Gerald Kaufman: Are not the deaths of an Eritrean immigrant who was just murdered in 
Beersheba by Israeli thugs, the deaths of seven Israelis and the deaths of 40 
Palestinians the direct consequence of Netanyahu’s refusal to grant freedom to 
Palestine, the illegal wall, the illegal settlements, the 500 check points and the persistent 
desecration of the al-Aqsa mosque by Israeli settlers? Will the Government take action to 
get Netanyahu to the conference table? 

Mr Ellwood: We recognise that there are frustrations due to the lack of progress 
towards peace, and we share those frustrations. The peace process was 
launched more than two decades ago, yet we still have not achieved the two-state 
solution that was envisaged, but there is absolutely no justification for the sorts of 
attacks we have seen. 

25. [901671] Peter Bone: Does the Minister agree that it certainly does not help that the 
Palestinian Authority encourages incitement against Israel? 

Mr Ellwood: President Abbas has condemned the use of violence and reiterated 
the Palestinian Authority’s commitment to reaching a political solution by peaceful 
means. We have seen tensions spike in the past, but it does seem different this 
time, with young people seemingly unafraid of death and brandishing knives, 
knowing what the consequences will be. The pattern so far has been one of lone 
wolf, low-tech attacks, but the escalation and the tensions are certainly worrying. 

13. [901659] Jim Cunningham: What discussions has the Minister had with the Israeli 
Prime Minister regarding the Gaza reconstruction mechanism? One hundred thousand 
people have been displaced, and no homes have been built since July. What are we 
doing about that? 

Mr Ellwood: The hon. Gentleman will be aware that Prime Minister Netanyahu 
visited recently. We have been making every effort to promote calm. The Prime 
Minister and the Foreign Secretary have spoken to key regional leaders over the 
recent weeks, and British officials have been pressing both sides to take steps to 
de-escalate the situation. 

22. [901668] John Howell: What assessment has the Minister made about the significant 
damage to the holy site of Joseph’s tomb at Nablus, which was destroyed by up to 100 
Palestinian rioters? 

Mr Ellwood: I strongly condemn the burning of the tomb of Joseph in Nablus. The 
basic right of freedom to worship in safety and security should be protected for all. 
We have called for a swift and transparent investigation into the incident and for 
those responsible to be brought to justice. 

Louise Ellman: As Israeli civilians are being stabbed and murdered by Palestinians on 
virtually a daily basis, a Rafah cleric, in his sermon on 9 October, brandished a knife and 
called for Palestinians to slaughter Jews in a holy war. Is it not time that the nature of this  
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incitement was recognised and combated if there is ever going to be hope for peace and 
justice? 

Mr Ellwood: As I say, the Foreign Secretary spoke to President Abbas last week. 
We are encouraging him to work with Prime Minister Netanyahu. We are also 
aware that the US is looking at the situation very closely, and Secretary Kerry is 
ready to visit the region when appropriate. 

20. [901666] Neil Parish: Earlier this month, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas proclaimed: “We welcome every drop of blood spilled in Jerusalem…With the help 
of Allah, every martyr will be in heaven, and every wounded will get his reward.” 
Does my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary share my concern that such provocative 
remarks have fuelled the recent wave of deadly attacks on Israel? What more can we do 
to help? 

Mr Ellwood: There has been too much provocation on both sides. The current 
violence underlines the fact that a lasting resolution that ends the occupation and 
delivers peace for Israelis and Palestinians is long overdue. We have been round 
this buoy many times. The Oslo accords seem in the far distant past, and the 
tensions are ratcheting up again. We call on both sides to come together. 

Richard Burden: Does the Minister agree that all murders and attacks on civilians are 
unacceptable? That includes knife attacks on Israeli civilians and also settler attacks on 
Palestinian civilians that have been running into the hundreds for several years now. Will 
he join Amnesty International, Israeli human rights organisations and the United Nations 
in expressing concern at the increasing use of live ammunition by Israeli troops and 
police, even when life and limb are not immediately under threat, because that fuels a lot 
of the tension that we are seeing now? 

Mr Ellwood: We can recall what has happened in the past when the violence has 
ratcheted up to the levels that we are seeing today. That is why we are urging all 
sides to come together to avoid what we have seen in the past. 

Eric Pickles: Does my hon. Friend recall the words of our right hon. Friend the Prime 
Minister in his speech to the Knesset last year, when he said, “I will always stand up for 
the right of Israel to defend its citizens. A right enshrined in international law, in natural 
justice and fundamental morality”? 
Does my hon. Friend believe that it is now time for us to review our relationship with the 
Palestinian authorities? Would it not be better to pay directly to the projects themselves 
rather than through the Palestinian authorities so that British taxpayers could have a 
better assurance that the money is going to Palestinians rather than being siphoned off 
as a stipend to terrorists? 

Mr Ellwood: My right hon. Friend articulates the strength of the tensions and the 
need for us to come together. As I say, peace has eluded that country and the 
Palestinian authorities for years now. It is important that we take advantage of 
John Kerry’s offer to visit the region in the very near future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151020/debtext/15102
0-0001.htm#15102042000015  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

West Bank: Arson 
David Jones [11410] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether he has made representations to the Israeli authorities in the aftermath of 
the deaths of Saad Riham and Ali Dawabsheh. 

Tobias Ellwood: I released a statement condemning this horrific attack on the 
same day that it happened, 31 July. Officials from the British Embassy in Tel Aviv 
have raised the deaths of the Dawabsheh family with the Israeli authorities, most 
recently with the Israeli Defence Minister on 10 September. We have called on the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151020/debtext/151020-0001.htm#15102042000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151020/debtext/151020-0001.htm#15102042000015
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Israeli authorities to ensure that those responsible for this crime are brought swiftly 
to justice and we continue to follow the case closely. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-12/11410/  

 
Israel: Export Controls 

Hilary Benn [11421] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, with reference to pages three and four of the United Kingdom Strategic Export 
Controls Annual Report 2014, whether the policy regarding Israel as of the end of 2014 
remains in place. 

Philip Hammond: The Government announced the outcome of the review of 
export control policy towards Israel since the end of Operation Protective Edge on 
14 July 2015: (https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-of-export-licensing-
procedures-for-israel). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-12/11421/  
 
 

United Nations 

‘We must turn back from this dangerous abyss,’ Ban says in Israel on first day of 
visit to crisis-torn region 
… A statement issued earlier today by Mr. Ban’s spokesperson stressed that he “has 
repeatedly expressed his anguish and deep concern at the escalating violence in Israel 
and Palestine.” … 
Speaking to the press alongside President Rivlin, Mr. Ban thanked him for receiving him 
“so warmly and at such short notice.” 
“My visit reflects the sense of global alarm at the dangerous escalation in violence 
between Israelis and Palestinians,” Mr. Ban declared. “I am here to encourage and 
support all efforts to lower tensions and prevent the situation from spinning out of 
control.” … 
“No society should have to live in fear,” he said. “No society can afford to see its youth 
suffer in hopelessness.” 
Mr. Ban stressed that if action is not taken fast, the dynamics on the ground may only get 
worse, “with serious repercussions in and beyond Israel and Palestine.” 
“It is not too late to avoid a broader crisis,” he insisted. “In my meetings today and 
tomorrow with the Israeli and Palestinian leadership, I will be appealing to all to take 
concerted steps to limit new incidents on both sides. Violence only begets violence.” … 
“Beyond the immediate tensions, what is missing is the resolve to restore a political 
horizon for talks, and a political process that delivers real results and hope,” Mr. Ban 
noted. “Violence only undermines the legitimate Palestinian aspirations for statehood and 
the longing of Israelis for security.” … 
A readout issued by Mr. Ban’s spokesperson in New York indicated that he expressed 
particular concern with the situation at Haram al Sharif/Temple Mount and the religious 
dispute over it, which has “serious repercussions not only for Israel and Palestine but 
throughout the region.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52315#.Vie5FxCrQqI  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-12/11421/
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http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52315#.Vie5FxCrQqI
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151020-
0001.htm#15102049000455  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
** closes in 9 days 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151020-0001.htm#15102049000455
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151020-0001.htm#15102049000455
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/National_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/National_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts
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Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
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