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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Religiously Aggravated Offences 
Mark Pritchard [10986] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many religious 
leaders have been convicted for contravening the (a) Public Order Act 1986, (b) Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Act 1994, (c) Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 and (d) 
Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 for crimes against (i) Muslims, (ii) Jews, (iii) 
Israelis and (iv) Christians. 

Mike Penning: This information could only be provided at disproportionate cost. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10986/ 
 

Religiously Aggravated Offences: Islam 
Greg Mulholland [11409] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
progress has been made on ensuring police record instances of Islamophobic hate 
crime. 

Karen Bradley: Hate crime has no place in Britain and this government is 
determined to make further progress to tackle this crime. We have asked police 
forces in England and Wales to record anti-Muslim hate crime as a specific 
category in the recorded crime statistics from April 2016. This will help forces to 
build community trust, target their resources and enable the public to hold them to 
account. Addressing the harm that Islamophobia causes is a key part of our new 
Counter-Extremism Strategy which will be published later this month. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-12/11409/  
 
 

Downing Street 

£5 million to build a national coalition against extremism – in communities and 
online 
The government will invest £5 million this year to build a national network of grassroots 
organisations to challenge all forms of extremist ideology, the Prime Minister announced 
today on the eve of the publication of the government’s new Counter-Extremism 
Strategy. 
At  the  heart  of  the  Strategy  is  a  new  partnership approach to strengthen community  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10986/
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resilience and promote a coalition to speak out, challenge and ultimately defeat 
extremism. The new funding, initially for this financial year, will be dedicated to providing 
direct and in-kind practical support to groups to expand the reach and scale of their work 
to confront extremism, and develop credible alternative narratives to the dangerous 
views propagated by extremists. This could include: 
 social media training 
 technical assistance to enable a small charity to set up a website 
 targeting funding for specific projects 
Prime Minister David Cameron said: … We need to systematically confront and challenge 
extremism and the ideologies that underpin it, exposing the lies and the destructive 
consequences it leaves in its wake. We have to stop it at the start – stop this seed of 
hatred even being planted in people’s minds and cut off the oxygen it needs to grow. 
Tomorrow I will be launching the Counter-Extremism Strategy. It sets out our new 
approach to tackle this poison: to vigorously counter the ideology that underpins it; to 
take on the violent and non-violent parts of the creed; actively supporting the mainstream 
voices to rise above those of the extremists; and tackle the segregation and feelings of 
alienation that can help provide fertile ground for extremist messages to take root. … 
The new Strategy also goes further in developing the partnership between industry, 
police and government to remove terrorist and extremist material online, building on the 
successful joint industry, government and police work to take down child abuse images 
online. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/5-million-to-build-a-national-coalition-against-
extremism-in-communities-and-online  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Ending ‘cycle of needless bloodshed’ in Middle East focus of emergency Security 
Council session 
Against a backdrop of escalating violence in the Middle East, Assistant Secretary-General 
for Political Affairs Tayé-Brook Zerihoun briefed an emergency session of the United 
Nations Security Council today, reporting on the latest violent incident in which a large 
group of Palestinians set fire to the compound containing the holy site of Joseph’s Tomb 
in the West Bank city of Nablus. 
“Fortunately there were no reported injuries but the site sustained major damage,” said 
Mr. Zerihoun. “As with the many deadly incidents over these past weeks, the Secretary-
General [Ban Ki-moon] strongly condemns this reprehensible act and calls on those 
responsible to be swiftly brought to justice.” 
He said that the UN welcomes Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas’ condemnation of 
the arson attack and his announcement that a committee has been established to 
conduct a full investigation into the crime. 
Later in the day, Mr. Ban’s spokesperson issued a statement echoing Mr. Zerihoun’s 
message to the Council and “calling on all sides to respect the sanctity of all holy sites, 
refrain from any inflammatory actions or statements and reject the extremist elements 
that are pursuing a political agenda seeking to transform the current situation into a 
religious conflict.” 
In his briefing to the Council, Mr. Zarihoun said the incident represents a particularly 
troubling development in light of its  religious  dimension.  "We call on all sides to  respect  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/5-million-to-build-a-national-coalition-against-extremism-in-communities-and-online
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/5-million-to-build-a-national-coalition-against-extremism-in-communities-and-online
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9150


 3 

 

the sanctity of all holy sites and reject the extremist elements that are pursuing a political 
agenda seeking to transform the current situation from a national to a religious struggle,” 
he said, adding: If they are successful in their efforts it could have catastrophic 
consequence for Palestinians and Israelis alike, with serious reverberations in the 
region.” … 
In the wake of these attacks, he said, Israel’s security cabinet has passed a broad range 
of new security measures which are already being implemented. … 
Mr. Zerihoun cautioned that “the current crisis cannot be resolved through security 
measures alone.” 
“The persistence of the occupation and the diminishing prospects of achieving Palestinian 
aspirations for statehood have transformed long-simmering Palestinian anger into outright 
rage. This stark reality has been compounded by the increasingly dire economic 
circumstances, including the bleak prospects for youth employment.” 
He said that the continued and expanding settlement activities further diminish the hope 
and the potential for creating a viable Palestinian state. “Such loss of political perspective 
is the single most damaging factor which contributes to the anger and frustration driving 
the violence we are seeing today.” 
Against this backdrop, he said, there have been a number of factors that have led to the 
current situation, including tensions at the holy sites in Jerusalem, as well as “reckless 
statements made by Palestinian and Israeli extremist elements, reinforced by some 
mainstream voices as well.” 
“Prime Minister Netanyahu's repeated assurances that Israel has no intention of changing 
the historic status quo at the holy sites,” he said, were welcome. “But perceptions will only 
change when concrete actions, based on the agreements between Israel and Jordan, 
follow these words.” 
Mr. Zerihoun also said that another factor leading to heightened tensions was “the 
apparent heavy-handed approach by Israeli security services. Wide dissemination of 
video footage of several incidents fuelled more attacks and has raised serious questions 
as to the appropriate level of force used by the IDF [Israel Defence Service] and police. 
… 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52290#.ViLFxBArIqI  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

“Extremely volatile situation across the Occupied Palestinian Territory” – UN 
expert expresses grave concern 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Makarim Wibisono, expressed grave concern and deep sadness at 
this month’s intensification of violence across the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 
and in Gaza. 
“Too many Palestinian and Israeli lives have been lost in the context of violent attacks 
and clashes,” Mr. Wibisono said, noting also the hundreds of injured. “In the face of 
growing violence, I urge Israel to exercise restraint and to recognise that all, including 
Palestinians, have equal right to respect for their human rights and their dignity.” 
The number of reported Palestinian deaths, including children, is steadily rising. There are 
concerns of excessive use of force against Palestinians by Israeli security forces in the 
context of clashes, and cases of suspected Palestinian assailants shot and killed rather 
than arrested following attacks on Israelis, have been reported. 
“In order to calm the situation and avoid further casualties, it is critical that authorities deal 
with protests and any crime, in accordance with international law,” … “In particular, Israeli 
security forces must abide by international standards on use of force. … 
“Regardless of the situation,  Israeli  authorities  must  not use any measure amounting to  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52290#.ViLFxBArIqI
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collective punishment or which otherwise contravenes international law. … 
“I appeal to Israel to recognise the destabilising effect of the current human rights 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,” he said. “I remain ready to work with the 
Government of Israel to move forward towards improving the situation.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16612&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
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Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
** Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
** Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice 
Act 2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms  
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