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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Meat Labelling 
Tavish Scott: To ask the Scottish Government what agency or body is responsible for 
labelling meat as non-stun.  (S4W-27489)  

Richard Lochhead: There is currently no agency responsible for labelling meat 
as non-stun. The labelling of meat for human consumption is governed by 
European Commission Regulation 1169/2011 on the provision of food information 
to customers. Meat producers must provide information to customers which 
conforms with that Regulation. At present, there is no requirement for member 
states to require the inclusion of information on non-stunning of animals, and any 
such labelling would be a commercial matter for food business operators, retailers 
and their assurance schemes. Following an EU consultation exercise published 
on 28 May 2015, the European Parliament and Council of ministers will further 
consider the labelling of meat slaughtered without stunning as part of the 
discussion on the EU Strategy for the Protection and Welfare of Animals 2012-
2015. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-27489&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Supporting Palestinian Refugees 
Claudia Beamish: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on 
its position in supporting Palestinian refugees. (S4O-4656)  

Humza Yousaf: Scotland has a strong record in welcoming, supporting and 
integrating refugees from across the globe. Our strategy New Scots: Integrating 
Refugees in Scotland’s Communities provides the framework for supporting 
refugees who have made a home in Scotland. In July 2014 I wrote to the Home 
Secretary calling on the UK  to help  ease the  refugee crisis in  Gaza and the  
West  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-27489&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-27489&ResultsPerPage=10
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Bank at that time, and confirming that Scotland would be willing to accept 
Palestinian refugees. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-04656&ResultsPerPage=10  
 
  

European Union 

Federica Mogherini met with the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of the 
European Commission Federica Mogherini met Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin 
Netanyahu in the margins of the 70th United Nations General Assembly, following an 
earlier meeting of the Quartet.  They exchanged views on the situation in the region, on 
current tensions in the Holy Places in Jerusalem, and in particular on the need to revive 
the political track for the Middle East Peace Process. … 
Federica Mogherini stressed the need to implement steps on the ground consistent with 
prior agreements, to reverse current negative trends in Gaza and the West Bank, and to 
work on the basis of the Arab Peace Initiative, as stated also by the Quartet. 
They both reiterated their support to the prospect of the Two State solution, with a 
Palestinian State living side by side with the Israeli State. 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151001_03_en.htm  
 
 

Middle East Quartet 

Statement by the Middle East Quartet Principals 
… The Quartet reaffirmed its steadfast commitment to achieving a two-state outcome that 
meets Israeli security needs and Palestinian aspirations for statehood and sovereignty, 
ends the occupation that began in 1967, and resolves all permanent status issues in 
order to end the conflict. … 
The Quartet noted with deep concern recent violence and escalating tensions 
surrounding the holy sites in Jerusalem and called upon all parties to exercise restraint, 
refrain from provocative actions and rhetoric, and preserve unchanged the status quo at 
the holy sites in both word and practice. 
The Quartet expressed its serious concern that current trends on the ground – including 
continued acts of violence against Palestinians and Israelis, ongoing settlement activity, 
and the high rate of demolitions of Palestinian structures – are dangerously imperiling the 
viability of a two-state solution.  The Quartet condemned in the strongest possible terms 
violence against Israeli and Palestinian civilians and reiterated that unilateral actions by 
either party cannot prejudge the outcome of a negotiated solution. … 
The Quartet acknowledged Israel’s recent steps to ease certain restrictions in the West 
Bank and Gaza.  It noted that positive and significant policy shifts, particularly in Area C, 
will be critical to increasing the Palestinian Authority’s ability to address key economic, 
security, and institutional challenges, and can be advanced while respecting Israel’s 
legitimate security needs.  … 
The Quartet stressed that the Palestinian commitment to building institutions, improving 
governance, and strongly opposing incitement and violence in all forms remains critically 
important to laying the groundwork for a viable independent Palestinian state living side 
by side in peace and security with Israel. The Quartet expressed support for the 
Palestinians to achieve genuine national unity on the basis of the PLO principles. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/09-30-2015_Middle_East-
Quartet_statement.pdf 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-04656&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-04656&ResultsPerPage=10
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151001_03_en.htm
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/09-30-2015_Middle_East-Quartet_statement.pdf
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/09-30-2015_Middle_East-Quartet_statement.pdf
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United Nations 

Citing Israeli violations, Palestinian leader renounces security, political accords at 
UN Assembly 
On the day that the Palestinian flag was raised at United Nations Headquarters for the 
first time, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas today renounced political and security 
accords with Israel, saying it must now resume its responsibilities as occupying Power, 
due to its continual violations of the 20-year-old agreements. 
“They leave us no choice but to insist that we will not remain the only ones committed to 
the implementation of these agreements, while Israel continuously violates them,” he 
announced from the General Assembly podium, referring to the so-called Oslo accords to 
set up a Palestinian state alongside Israel, with interim terms governing security and 
economic cooperation. 
But at the same time, he held out the prospect of peace if Israel fully respects the 
accords. 
“My hands remain outstretched for the just peace that will guarantee my people's fights, 
freedom and human dignity. I say to our neighbours, the Israeli people, that peace is in 
your interest, in our interest, and in the interest of our future generations,” he declared. 
“I hope that you will consider the dangerous reality on the ground and look to the future 
and accept for the Palestinian people what you accept for yourselves. Then, you will find 
that the achievement of peace will be possible, and you will enjoy security, safety, peace 
and stability.” … 
“Is it not time to end the racist, terrorist, colonial settlement of our land, which is 
destroying the two-State solution,” … 
“Is it not time to end this injustice? Is it not time to stop this suffering? Is it not time for the 
racist annexation wall to be dismantled? Is it not time for the humiliating and degrading 
checkpoints and barriers set up by the Israeli occupying forces in our land to be 
removed, for the Israeli blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip to be lifted, and for our 
people to move in freedom and dignity in their own homeland and outside?” … 
“The policies and practices of the Israeli Government and the positions of its Prime 
Minister and cabinet members lead to a clear conclusion: it is working extremely hard to 
destroy the two-State solution that we are seeking on the basis of the resolutions of 
international legitimacy,” … 
Speaking at the flag-raising ceremony, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called today 
a day of pride and hope for Palestinians around the world and urged renewed efforts to 
achieve the two-state solution. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52068#.Vg1JqhOqqko  
 
Palestinian Flag-Raising at United Nations … 
As the Palestinian flag was raised outside United Nations Headquarters in New York for 
the first time, President Mahmoud Abbas appealed to the General Assembly for support 
to see an independent State of Palestine take its rightful place among the community of 
nations. 
“We will not accept temporary solutions or a fragmented State.  We seek to form a 
national unity government that functions according to the programme of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and we seek to hold presidential and legislative elections,”… 
He thanked nations that had voted in favour of an Assembly resolution less than 
three weeks ago to raise the flags of non-member observer States at the United 
Nations.  He added: “The day is not far when we will raise the flag of Palestine in East 
Jerusalem, the capital of the State of Palestine.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11695.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 

http://gadebate.un.org/70/palestine-state
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52068#.Vg1JqhOqqko
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11695.doc.htm
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Commission holds Colloquium on combatting antisemitism and anti-Muslim 
hatred, as survey shows 50% of Europeans believe religious discrimination is 
widespread 
… Statistics published in the Eurobarometer survey on discrimination show that: 

 50% of Europeans believe discrimination based on religion or beliefs is 
widespread (up from 39% in 2012); 

 33% believe that expressing a religious belief can be a disadvantage when 
applying for a job (up from 23% in 2012); … 

First Vice-President Frans Timmermans said: "… The horrific events in Paris and 
Copenhagen at the beginning of this year have made clear the need for urgent action. In 
these times of crisis, the capacity of our society for tolerance and inclusion is put to the 
test. Antisemitism and anti-Muslim hatred, although very different in history, origins and 
impact, are both manifestations of this challenge. Our collective responsibility to live 
together in tolerance and respect is particularly important at a time when we have a 
moral obligation to give refuge to people of various religions and cultures who arrive on 
our shores. Diversity must never be seen as a threat. It is our common responsibility to 
create and nurture an inclusive society." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5737_en.htm?locale=en  
 
Q&A on the first Annual EU Fundamental Rights Colloquium: preventing and 
combating antisemitic and anti-Muslim hatred in Europe 
… Tackling antisemitism and anti-Muslim hatred is a responsibility for society at large. … 
Three quarters of respondents (76%) to a 2013 Fundamental Rights Agency survey on 
discrimination and hate crime against Jews felt that antisemitism has worsened over the 
past five years in the country where they live. Almost three quarters of respondents 
(73%) said that antisemitism online has become worse over the last five years. The 
terrorist attacks in several EU countries have added to the growing security concerns of 
Jews in Europe. A survey by the EU Fundamental Rights Agency shows that around 
75% of Jewish people do not report antisemitic harassment to the police. 
Anti-Muslim hatred is also on the rise, with a worrying increase in verbal and physical 
violence. The findings of the Eurobarometer published on 1 October indicate that 
Muslims suffer from the lowest levels of social acceptance among religious groups, with 
only 61% stating that they would be fully comfortable with a colleague at work being 
Muslim, and only 43% being fully comfortable if their adult children had a relationship 
with a Muslim person. … 
The Commission will continue the dialogue with stakeholders on how to counter hate 
crime and discrimination in Europe. We need to address the roots of racism, including 
through education and by fostering a culture of tolerance and respect in Europe. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5739_en.htm?locale=en  
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5737_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5739_en.htm?locale=en
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
** closes in 11 days 
Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/National_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/National_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf
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Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
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