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Home Affairs 

Welsh Government 

Clearer food labelling giving more choice to Welsh shoppers welcomed 
… packaging on many fresh and frozen meat products must carry a country of origin, or 
place of provenance label, which will indicate where that animal was reared, and 
slaughtered.  
Food businesses must also now have an identification and registration system in place 
that ensures the link between the meat and the animal from which it has been obtained 
at slaughter, to ensure proper traceability of animals across the whole food chain. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2015/clearer-food-labelling-
giving-more-choice-to-welsh-shoppers-welcomed/?lang=en  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Petitions 

Benjamin Netanyahu to be arrested for war crimes when he arrives in London 
Benjamin Netanyahu is to hold talks in London this September. Under international law 
he should be arrested for war crimes upon arrival in the U.K for the massacre of over 
2000 civilians in 2014 
Currently stands at 41,044 signatures, so should receive a Government response shortly. 
If the petition achieves 100,000 signatures, it will be eligible for debate in the UK 
Parliament. 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/105446  
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United Nations 

Israeli settlement expansion ‘root cause’ of growing violence in Occupied 
Palestinian Territories – UN experts 
A United Nations human rights committee has completed its annual evaluation of the 
situation affecting millions of people living in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and has 
cited Israel's policy of settlement expansion as a primary driver of the escalating violence 
in the area. 
In a press release issued today to mark the end of its five-day fact-finding visit to Amman, 
Jordan, the UN Special Committee to investigate Israeli practices affecting the human 
rights of the Palestinian people and other Arabs of the occupied territories, said that a 
series of meetings with civil society groups and Palestinian officials had revealed that the 
“root cause” of the escalating violence in the Territories is “the continuing policy of 
settlement expansion and the climate of impunity relating to the activities of the settlers.” 
Indeed, over the past weeks, tensions in the Territories between Israeli settlers and 
Palestinians have been further enflamed following a series of deadly incidents between 
the two groups. … 
… the Committee … was also briefed “extensively” on what it described as “increasing 
human rights violations” on women and children through the repeated use of night raids 
and police dogs by Israeli authorities. The UN experts were told that many women were 
subjected to “humiliating treatment in the presence of their families” during these 
operations. 
… the pace of reconstruction in the Gaza Strip was also brought to the UN Committee's 
attention by civil society representatives who lamented the slow pace of developments 
following the destruction of the enclave during last summer's war. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51597#.VctqmxOqqko  
 
Extremists must not be allowed to escalate Israeli-Palestinian tensions, warns Ban 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today spoke out against recent violence between 
Israelis and Palestinians and called on leaders on both sides not to allow extremists to 
escalate the situation and “take control of the political agenda.” 
In a statement … Mr. Ban condemned the numerous rockets launched from Gaza 
towards Israel over the last few days. He also voiced concern over recent violence in the 
occupied West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza. 
The violence includes yesterday’s car ramming near the settlement of Shiloh which 
resulted in serious injuries to two Israeli soldiers; the firebomb attack that seriously 
injured an Israeli woman on Monday in East Jerusalem; and the violent clashes in the 
aftermath of the Duma terrorist attack. 
Also, Mr. Ban received “worrisome” reports today of provocations by settlers in Hebron … 
“The Secretary-General condemns these acts and expects all parties to speak out 
against and prevent such incidents. He calls upon Israeli and Palestinian political and 
community leaders not to allow extremists to escalate the situation and take control of 
the political agenda.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51588#.Vces6xOqqko  
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Foreign Affairs 

Ministry of Defence 

Mordaunt Cohen: A Jewish officer commanding African Muslims in Burma 
Lieutenant Colonel Mordaunt Cohen served in Burma with 251 West African Heavy Anti-
Aircraft Unit, commanding Nigerian volunteers. 
He chose to join the Army after Jewish children arrived in his hometown of Sunderland 
from the Kindertransport and settled in a local girls’ hostel. On hearing their stories, he 
found out what the Nazis had been doing and felt he had to fight for his country and his 
people. 
Mordaunt travelled the length of Burma with his unit. He learned their language to help 
understand them and they shared stories about their religions. When he told them about 
Father Abraham, the Patriarch of the Jewish people, his troops began to call him “the 
White Muslim”. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mordaunt-cohen-a-jewish-officer-commanding-
african-muslims-in-burma  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
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