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Holocaust 

European Commission 

Roma Holocaust Memorial Day: Statement by First Vice-President Timmermans 
and Commissioner Jourová 
On 2 August 1944, around 3000 Roma women, children and elderly people were 
murdered in the gas chambers at Auschwitz-Birkenau. They were among hundreds of 
thousands of victims of the Roma genocide, and they suffered together with others who 
were persecuted under the Nazi regime. … 
The genocide committed against the Roma by the Nazis must never be forgotten. Still 
today, too few Europeans know about this tragic episode of our past. And as events are 
fading in people's memory, we must be united in remembering those who fell victim to 
these heinous crimes. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-5444_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

ODIHR Director Link calls for greater efforts to educate youth about the Roma and 
Sinti genocide, ahead of the anniversary of the liquidation of the “Gypsy camp” at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Michael Georg Link, Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights, called today on OSCE participating States to focus on teaching youth about the 
Roma and Sinti genocide, in order to combat current forms of racism and discrimination 
against Roma and Sinti. The statement came ahead of Sunday’s 71st anniversary of the 
“Zigeunerlager”, or “Gypsy Camp”, liquidation at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
“Seventy-one years after the liquidation of the ‘Zigeunerlager’, Roma and Sinti continue 
to face racism and discrimination,” Link said. “Through remembrance and teaching about 
the Roma and Sinti genocide, participating States can help to both ensure respect for the 
victims, and to counter current forms of discrimination, racism and exclusion. Education 
about the genocide needs to be a fundamental part of curricula across all OSCE 
participating States in order to overcome persisting ‘anti-Gypsy’ sentiments.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/175506  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

West Bank: Armed Conflict 
Baroness Tonge [HL1663] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the cost to the public purse in the last five years of the conflict in the West 
Bank, both directly and via the EU. 

Baroness Verma: The UK provided £349 million in support of Palestinian 
development between 2011-2015 and will provide a further £72 million in 2015/16. 
This includes support for both Gaza and the West Bank. 
DFID's programme contributes to UK policy objectives of a negotiated two-state 
solution. Following the conflict in Gaza last year, the UK provided £17 million of 
immediate humanitarian assistance and pledged a further £20 million of early 
recovery assistance at the Gaza Reconstruction conference in Cairo. 
We have already disbursed over 80% of the pledge. European Neighbourhood 
Instrument (ENI) is the main EU financial instrument for the OPTs which provides 
funding to support governance at local and national levels, private sector and 
economic development and water and land development. In 2014, EU funding 
through the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) amounted €309.5 million. 
The UK contributes to the EU Budget as a whole, and not to individual instruments 
within it. The UK’s share of the EU’s expenditure in EU instruments is 
approximately 14.5%. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1663/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister comments on Israeli settler terror attack in West Bank 
Minister for the Middle East Tobias Ellwood condemns West Bank settler terror attack, 
which led to the death of a Palestinian infant, and left his parents and four-year-old 
brother seriously injured. 
The UK strongly condemns today’s horrific attack by Israeli settlers that resulted in the 
death of a Palestinian child. This was a brutal act of terrorism, as recognised by Israeli 
Prime Minister Netanyahu. We call on the Israeli authorities to ensure that those 
responsible for this crime are brought swiftly to justice. We also call on political and 
community leaders on all sides to do their utmost to promote calm. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-comments-on-israeli-settler-terror-
attack-in-west-bank  
 
FCO Minister comments on Israeli announcement of new settlement units 
Following her meeting with Israeli Vice Prime Minister and Minister for Interior, Silvan 
Shalom, FCO Minister Baroness Anelay said: 
In my meeting today with Israeli Vice Prime Minister and Minister for the Interior, Silvan 
Shalom, I welcomed the strength of the UK-Israel relationship, but I also underlined that 
the expansion of settlements makes it increasingly difficult for Israel’s friends to defend it 
against accusations that it is not serious about peace. 
I was clear with Vice Prime Minister Shalom that the UK condemns the Israeli 
Government’s decision of 29 July to progress 500 units in East Jerusalem and approve 
300 further units in Beit El. As my colleague Mr Ellwood noted earlier this week, every 
settlement announcement has a negative impact on prospects for peace and a 
negotiated solution. The UK’s position on Israeli settlements, which I regularly set out in 
Parliament, is clear: they are illegal under international law. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1663/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1663/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-comments-on-israeli-settler-terror-attack-in-west-bank


 3 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-comments-on-israeli-announcement-
of-new-settlement-units--2  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on today's arson attack in the West Bank 
The cold-blooded killing of Palestinian toddler Ali Dawabsha, presumably by extremist 
settlers, is a tragic reminder of the dramatic situation in the region that highlights the 
urgent need for a political solution of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 
The EU extends its condolences to the Dawabsha family for their tragic loss and wishes 
a speedy recovery to the mother, father and the sibling of little Ali that were also injured 
in the arson attack in the village of Duma in the West Bank. 
A full and prompt investigation to bring the perpetrators of this terrible crime to justice is 
required. The Israeli authorities should also take resolute measures to protect the local 
population. We call for full accountability, effective law enforcement and zero tolerance 
for settler violence.  
Acts like this terrible attack can easily lead to a spiral of violence and bring both sides 
further away from a negotiated solution. Restraint and calm on all sides are needed so 
that the already tense situation on the ground does not aggravate further. 
The EU reiterates its strong opposition to Israel's settlement policy that seriously 
threatens the two state solution. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150731_01_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

UN Middle East envoy strongly condemns deadly West Bank arson attack, calls for 
perpetrators to be brought to justice 
The United Nations special envoy on the Middle East today expressed his outrage over 
the “heinous murder” and the “terrorist crime” perpetrated against a Palestinian family in 
the West Bank. 
“I am outraged by today's vicious arson attack by suspected Jewish extremists in the 
Occupied West Bank village of Duma, near Nablus, which killed Palestinian toddler Ali, 
critically injured his mother and father, and injured his four-year old sibling,” the Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Nickolay Mladenov, said in statement 
issued today. 
Joining in the “strong condemnations” issued by Israeli and Palestinian Governments and 
political leaders, the Special Coordinator called for a “full and prompt investigation” to 
bring the perpetrators of this “terrorist crime” to justice. 
“This heinous murder was carried out for a political objective. We must not permit such 
acts to allow hate and violence to bring more personal tragedies and to bury any 
prospect of peace. This reinforces the need for an immediate resolution of the conflict 
and an end to the occupation.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51541#.Vbt6nZOqqko  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
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