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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Written Answers 

Contribution of faith communities to youth work 
Darren Millar: What discussions has the Minister and/or his officials had with 
representatives of the Faith Communities Forum on the contribution of faith communities 
to youth work in Wales? (WAQ68969) 

The Minister for Education and Skills (Huw Lewis): During the summer 2013 
the Welsh Government carried out an open 12 week consultation on a vision for a 
new national youth work strategy for Wales.  The National Youth Work Strategy 
was launched February 2014 and aims to elevate the status of youth work as both 
a service and a profession.  An action within the strategy included the setting up 
of a Youth Work Reference Group, membership within this group includes the 
Council for Wales of Voluntary Youth Services (CWVYS) and Ethnic Youth 
Support Team (EYST). 
There are a number of Faith youth work groups who are members of 
CWVYS.  CWVYS are a representative body for voluntary youth work 
organisations. 
The Welsh Government engages and consults with the major faith communities 
on issues of policy and strategy through the Faith Communities Forum 
meetings.  The Forum facilitates dialogue between the Welsh Government and 
the faith communities on any matters affecting the economic, social, 
environmental and cultural life in Wales.  

There is no direct link to individual Welsh Assembly written answers, but the 
above is included in 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3099&assembly=4
&c=Written%20Question  
 

Religious Education 
Darren Millar: What discussions has the Minister and/or his officials had with 
denominational and faith group representatives regarding proposed changes to the 
school curriculum and its impact on religious education in Wales? (WAQ68970) 

Huw Lewis: On 30 June, I announced my support for the development of a new 
curriculum by accepting, in full, the recommendations contained with the 
Successful Futures report by Professor Graham Donaldson. 
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3099&assembly=4&c=Written%20Question
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3099&assembly=4&c=Written%20Question
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3099&assembly=4&c=Written%20Question
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Professor Donaldson's report, challenges us all to re-think our approach to the 
curriculum and to focus on the purposes of education.   His recommendations are 
not about adjustment, they require us to rebuild our curriculum from the 
foundations up. His report provides us with the foundations for a 21st Century 
curriculum shaped by the very latest, international thinking on curriculum 
change.  But what we lay on top of that solid platform will be very much down to 
us. 
Working with the sector, in line with the principles set out in the report will be 
crucial. That is why I have invited consortia to work with their schools across 
Wales – primary, secondary and special – to apply to be Pioneer Schools, leading 
and shaping the detailed design and the development of the new broad and 
balanced curriculum for Wales.   I will be looking to them, along with my officials to 
draw in experts to work with them to shape the new curriculum, which of course 
includes RE. These Pioneer schools will be identified over the summer and they 
will come together during the autumn to agree their programme of work. 
Meaningful engagement with stakeholders is going to be essential as this process 
develops and, of course, faith and denominational groups will have an important 
role to play.  A plan will be developed over the summer and published in the 
autumn detailing how Professor Donaldson's recommendations will be taken 
forward. 

There is no direct link to individual Welsh Assembly written answers, but the 
above is included in 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3099&assembly=4
&c=Written%20Question  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/150225-successful-futures-en.pdf  
 
 

High Court  

Coroners must send bodies for scans rather than autopsies if religion demands 
they stay intact, High Court rules 
Coroners must send bodies for scans or blood tests rather than carry out invasive 
autopsies if the deceased's religion demands the corpse must stay intact, the High Court 
has ruled, in a landmark legal victory for the religious rights of Jews and Muslims. … 
Mr Justice Mitting described several rules that must from now in be followed - including 
that there is an “established religious tenet” an invasive autopsy should be avoided, a 
“realistic possibility” that a non-invasive autopsy, such as a CT scan or blood cultures, 
would establish cause of death, and that the coroner must still be able to carry out their 
legal obligation to establish cause of death to the best of their ability. 
The non-invasive procedure should also be done “without imposing an additional cost 
burden on the coroner,” … 
Although two judges had already decided a scan should normally be permitted where 
required for religious reasons, the new ruling is the first time the court has established 
these principles in law. … 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coroners-must-send-bodies-for-
scans-rather-than-autopsies-if-religion-demands-they-stay-intact-high-court-rules-
10422561.html  
 

The High Court judgment has not yet been published online but will be included in 
PAB when it becomes available 

 
 
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3099&assembly=4&c=Written%20Question
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3099&assembly=4&c=Written%20Question
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3099&assembly=4&c=Written%20Question
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/150225-successful-futures-en.pdf
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coroners-must-send-bodies-for-scans-rather-than-autopsies-if-religion-demands-they-stay-intact-high-court-rules-10422561.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coroners-must-send-bodies-for-scans-rather-than-autopsies-if-religion-demands-they-stay-intact-high-court-rules-10422561.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coroners-must-send-bodies-for-scans-rather-than-autopsies-if-religion-demands-they-stay-intact-high-court-rules-10422561.html
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CST 

Antisemitic Incidents Report, January to June 2015 
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/0/e/Incidents_Report_-_Jan-June_2015.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1662] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the role of the EU in respect of Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territories. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government assesses that the EU plays a 
positive role in promoting conduct which is in line with Israel’s obligations as an 
occupying power under the Fourth Geneva Conventions of 1949. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1662/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL1664] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with their European allies regarding any United Kingdom red lines for Israel in 
the West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has regular discussions with 
European partners about Israel’s occupation of the West Bank. Our fundamental 
starting point in all our discussions is that Israeli conduct must be in line with 
International Humanitarian Law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1664/  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL1665] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning the orders and directives given by 
Colonel Ofer Winter during Operation Protective Edge. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
not had any discussions with the Israeli authorities over these specific orders, we 
are pressing Israel to demonstrate accountability for its actions during Operation 
Protective Edge (OPE). Officials held discussions with the Israeli Military 
Advocate General’s office on 13 July and with the Israeli State Comptroller’s office 
on 15 July where OPE was raised. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1665/  
 

Israel: Arms Trade 
Baroness Tonge [HL1725] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Lord Maude of Horsham (HL1418) regarding the sale of arms to Israel, how 
they define "internal repression" and "using the items aggressively against another 
country". 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government defines ‘internal repression’ as 
‘Actions contrary to International Humanitarian Law and other major suppression 
or violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms as set out in relevant 
international human  rights  instruments,  including  the  Universal  Declaration  on  
 

https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/0/e/Incidents_Report_-_Jan-June_2015.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1662/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1662/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1664/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1664/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1665/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1665/
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Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.’ 
On ‘using the items aggressively against another country’, the Government 
defines that as ‘Under the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing 
Criteria, Criterion Three requires the Government to consider the risks of threats 
to the preservation of regional peace, security and stability. The Government 
takes into account, inter alia, the existence or likelihood of armed conflict between 
the recipient and another country and whether the equipment would be likely to be 
used other than for the legitimate national security and defence of the recipient.’ 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-21/HL1725/  
 

West Bank: Demolition 
Baroness Tonge [HL1726] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the possible consequences for Israel and the Israeli settlers if the Israeli 
Civil Administration demolish the village of Susiya; and what information they have on 
any plans to rehouse the residents. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond), raised our concerns over settlements with the Israeli 
government on 16 July, during his visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. He made it clear to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu that actions that 
diminish trust and make the prospect of peace more remote need to be avoided 
and that settlement announcements do real harm. The Government’s position is 
that all Israeli settlements are illegal under international law. 
The Government is a strong supporter of the community in Susiya, including 
through regular visits to see the situation on the ground. Our Consul-General in 
Jerusalem visited Susiya, alongside the other EU Heads of Missions, most 
recently on 22 July, to make clear our serious concerns about the proposed 
demolition. 
The Government has not received clear information on plans to re-house Susiya 
residents, although the community has raised specific concerns that they may be 
transferred away from their privately owned land, against their will. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-21/HL1726/  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on recent Israeli decisions for further settlement 
expansion 
The recent decisions of the Israeli authorities to further advance settlement expansion in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem call into question the Israeli government's stated 
commitment to a negotiated two-state solution in the Middle East Peace Process. 
Moreover, the governmental plans to consider the approval of unauthorized outposts 
across the West Bank would further undermine the practical possibility of implementing 
the two-state solution. The EU expects the Israeli government to demonstrate its 
commitment to the two-state solution not only in words, but also through its actions.  
Recalling that all settlements are illegal under international law, the European Union 
reiterates its strong commitment to ensure compliance with international law as a 
cornerstone of peace and security. 
As reaffirmed in the most recent Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions of July 20, the EU 
strongly opposes Israel's settlement policy and actions taken in this context, such as 
building the separation barrier beyond the 1967 line, demolitions and confiscations – 
including of EU funded projects- evictions, forced transfers including of  Bedouins,  illegal  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-21/HL1725/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-21/HL1725/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-21/HL1726/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-21/HL1726/
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outposts, settler violence and restrictions of movement and access. 
We urge the government of Israel to urgently reverse recent decisions and put an end to 
settlement expansion. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150729_01_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban condemns Israel’s approval of new settlement construction in West Bank 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned the announcement today 
that Israel has approved construction of some 300 housing units in the West Bank 
settlement of Beit El, as well as the planning and construction of nearly 500 housing units 
in a number of settlements in East Jerusalem. 
“He reiterates that settlements are illegal under international law, an impediment to 
peace, and cannot be reconciled with the Government of Israel’s stated intention to 
pursue a two-state solution,” said a statement issued by Mr. Ban’s spokesperson in New 
York. 
Further to the statement, the Secretary-General urged the Government of Israel to halt 
and reverse such decisions in the interest of peace and a just final status agreement. 
“The Secretary-General remains concerned about the imminent threat of demolitions in 
the Palestinian village of Susiya in Area C of the West Bank ahead of a 3 August court 
hearing on a directly related planning petition,” the statement added, underscoring that 
destruction of private property in occupied territory is prohibited under international 
humanitarian law, and for which actions there must be accountability. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51529#.Vbo1u5Oqqko  
 
 

Amnesty 

Gaza 'Black Friday': Cutting edge investigation points to Israeli war crimes in 
Rafah 
… There is strong evidence that Israeli forces committed war crimes in their relentless 
and massive bombardment of residential areas of Rafah in order to foil the capture of 
Lieutenant Hadar Goldin, displaying a shocking disregard for civilian lives. They carried 
out a series of disproportionate or otherwise indiscriminate attacks, which they have 
completely failed to investigate independently,” said Philip Luther, Director of the Middle 
East and North Africa Programme at Amnesty International.  
“This report presents an urgent call for justice that must not be ignored. The combined 
analysis of hundreds of photos and videos, as well as satellite imagery and testimony 
from eyewitnesses, provides compelling evidence of serious violations of international 
humanitarian law by Israeli forces which must be investigated.” … 
“After Lieutenant Hadar Goldin was captured, Israeli forces appear to have thrown out 
the rule book, employing a ‘gloves off’ policy with devastating consequences for civilians. 
The goal was to foil his capture at any cost. The obligation to take precautions to avoid 
the loss of civilian lives was completely neglected. …  
In one of the deadliest incidents researchers, with the help of military experts, were able 
to confirm that two one-ton bombs – the largest type of bomb in Israel’s air force arsenal 
–were dropped on a single-storey building in al-Tannur in eastern Rafah. Scores of 
civilians were in the immediate vicinity at the time making this a grossly disproportionate 
attack. … 
Satellite images and photographs analysed for the report show craters and damage 
indicating that hospitals and ambulances were attacked repeatedly during the assault on 
Rafah, in violation of international law. … An ambulance carrying a wounded old man, 
woman and  three  children  was  struck  by  a  drone-fired  missile,  setting  it  alight  and  
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150729_01_en.htm
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8868
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51529#.Vbo1u5Oqqko
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2015/07/justice-victims-war-crimes-gaza-conflict/
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burning everyone inside including medical workers to death. …  
“Thus far, the Israeli authorities have proved at best incapable of carrying out 
independent investigations into crimes under international law in Rafah and elsewhere, 
and at worst unwilling to do so. … Victims and their families have a right to justice and 
reparation. And those suspected of ordering or committing war crimes must be 
prosecuted.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.amnesty.org/latest/news/2015/07/gaza-cutting-edge-investigation-rafah/  
 
Black Friday’: Carnage in Rafah during 2014 Israel/Gaza conflict 
https://blackfriday.amnesty.org/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Radicalism 
Baroness Tonge [HL1661] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of whether there is a link between Muslim extremism and United Kingdom 
policies in the Middle East. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: There is no justifiable link between Islamist 
extremism and British policy in the Middle East. As the Prime Minister, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), said on 20 July, “The root 
cause of the threat we face is the extremist ideology itself.” 
The UK continues to make a significant contribution to countering Islamist 
extremism and terrorism across the Middle East, including through the UK’s 
leading role in the Global Coalition to counter the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1661/  
 

The Prime Minister’s statement referred to above is included in the speech that can be 
read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/extremism-pm-speech  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/latest/news/2015/07/gaza-cutting-edge-investigation-rafah/
https://blackfriday.amnesty.org/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1661/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-20/HL1661/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/extremism-pm-speech
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html
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Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 

TOP 
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