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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answers 

Together: Building a United Community 
Claire Sugden [AQW 47381/11-15] To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister 
what steps have been taken to support and develop the underpinning principles and key 
priorities of Together: Building a United Community to address race related and hate 
crime. 

Together: Building a United Community (T: BUC) and the forthcoming Racial 
Equality Strategy are designed to complement one another. 
A Ministerial Panel oversees the delivery of the T: BUC strategy and sets the 
strategy direction for improving community relations within our society. This Panel 
will also have a role in overseeing the implementation of the Racial Equality 
Strategy. 
The Ministerial Panel is supported by the Good Relations Programme Board, 
comprising senior officials from all Government Departments. The Board reviews 
the progress of Departments in implementing their actions and commitments, 
looking at ways of working together in order to make maximum impact in terms of 
improving community relations and focusing on specific areas of concern. To that 
end the Board has held specific meetings focusing on race hate and how 
Government and its statutory partners can work better together in response to 
race hate incidents. These discussions have also helped to inform the 
Department’s work on the new Racial Equality Strategy. 
Thematic subgroups set up under the auspices of the Ministerial Panel, such as 
the Community Tensions Subgroup, which looks at a range of issues including 
sectarianism, race hate and intra-community tensions. The membership of other 
thematic subgroups will also include representation from minority ethnic 
organisations. It is intended that a racial equality subgroup will also be 
incorporated into this structure. 
A range of funding sources from right across Government, including 
OFMDFM through the Central Good Relations Fund, District Councils Good 
Relations Programme, Minority Ethnic Development Fund as well as funding from 
the Community Relations Council, are available to improve community relations 
and race relations right across our society as well as tackle issues such as 
sectarianism and race related hate crime. 
Lastly the development of the new Good Relations Indicators and their  application  
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in the funding stratums in 2015/16 will enable the Department to assess the 
impact its funding is making in tackling issues such as intolerance, sectarianism, 
racism and homophobia. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=239034 
 

Good Relations Programme Board 
Claire Sugden [AQW 47382/11-15] To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister to 
detail the outcome of the meetings of the Good Relations Programme Board which were 
convened in response to the recent increase in race hate incidents, including any actions 
that followed.  

There have been three meetings of the Good Relations Programme Board 
focusing on race hate. The meetings have covered a wide range of topics 
including: 
What departments are currently doing/or could do to combat race hate; 
How learning from other programmes can inform departmental actions/responses; 
The Police Service for Northern Ireland race hate statistics and better identification 
of areas known for race related hate crime; and 
Experiences of Minority Ethnic people (presentations from the North West 
Migrants Forum and the Ballymena Inter-Ethnic Forum. 
The outcomes from these meetings have focussed on: 
Improving information to Minority Ethnic people, in particular to newly arrived 
immigrants; 
Improving the sharing of learning between departments to enhance anti racist 
practice; 
The need for departments and Agencies to tackle barriers facing minority ethnic 
people in accessing their services; 
Developing a training programme for the new Councils; and 
Developing a core narrative for use across Government; 
All of the discussions and outcomes have been used to inform the development of 
the Racial Equality Strategy, and then production of an implementation plan 
compete with department’s actions. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=239035  
 

TOP 
 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Armed Conflict 
Baroness Tonge [HL1420] To ask Her Majesty’s Government following the recent report 
by Medical Aid to Palestinians, what representations they have made to the government 
of Israel concerning the death of Anas Qdieh. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
not raised this specific issue with the Israeli authorities, we are pressing Israel to 
demonstrate accountability for its actions during Operation Protective Edge. The 
Israeli Military Advocate General continues his investigations into specific 
incidents and complaints are filed on behalf of Palestinian residents in Gaza or by 
Israeli, Palestinian or international non-governmental organisations. The Israeli 
State Comptroller has also launched an investigation into military and political 
decision making processes during Operation Protective Edge.  We will continue to  
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follow these investigations closely. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1420/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1421] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they plan to 
take to support the five-year ceasefire currently under discussion between Israel and 
Hamas. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We would support any moves that could deliver 
progress towards a durable peace in the Middle East. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1421/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL1422] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning their decision to start building the 
separation wall in the Cremisan Valley in Beit Jala. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials raised our concerns about the route of 
the separation barrier with contacts in the Israeli National Security Council, the 
Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Defence on 9 July. 
Also on 9 July, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr 
Ellwood), issued a press statement on the Israeli Supreme Court's decision 
regarding the barrier. 
The UK position on the Separation Barrier is clear: if Israel wished to build the 
Barrier, it should have been built on the 1967 border – and where it is constructed 
on the Palestinian side of that border, it is illegal under international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1422/  
 

The press release referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/foreign-office-minister-comments-
on-israel-supreme-court-decision-regarding-separation-barrier  
 

Israel: Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon [HL1516] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
statement by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 15 July on Iran's nuclear programme, 
whether during the visit to Israel they have plans to initiate discussions with the 
government of Israel with a view to inviting them to join the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government continues to call on 
Israel to join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as a non-nuclear weapon state. 
In that regard we also continue to call on Israel to agree a full scope 
Comprehensive Safeguards agreement with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-15/HL1516/  
 
 

United Nations 

Funding crisis may force UN agency to delay start of school year for half a million 
students in Middle East 
Facing is most severe financial crisis ever, the United Nations agency tasked with 
assisting   Palestine   refugees   throughout   the   Middle  East  has  today  convened  an  
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emergency session to weigh the growing risk that it may be forced to delay the start of 
the academic year in some 700 schools for half a million students across the region. 
In a press release announcing an emergency meeting of its Advisory Board, the UN 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East said that it may be 
forced to take drastic measures unless the deficit of $101 million can be fully funded 
before the school year is due to start. … 
“Education lies at the very heart of the identity and dignity of Palestine refugees and of 
what UNRWA stands for,” said the press release, adding that the agency's schools also 
provide a measure of stability in a very unstable region. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51500#.VbUDpBOqqko  
 
 

Overseas Development Institute 

The hidden costs of the 2014 Gaza– Israeli conflict: adolescent girls’ psycho-social 
wellbeing 
http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9716.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Iran 
Baroness Manzoor [HL1509] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to 
ensure that there is an agenda within Europe and Saudi Arabia for engaging with Iran 
with respect to conflict resolution in the Middle East. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Like our EU partners, we continue to have 
serious concerns about Iran’s role in parts of the Middle East such as Syria and 
Yemen, and its support to militant groups such as Hizballah and Hamas. The 
Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), most 
recently spoke to President Rouhani about these issues on 16 July. He also 
spoke to King Salman of Saudi Arabia about the issues on the same day. As the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), said on 15 July, the 
recent nuclear agreement with Iran has the potential to change the dynamics in 
the region in a positive way. We will continue to encourage Iran to re-align its 
approach in support of the international community’s efforts, in particular in 
confronting the challenge of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant and resolving 
the crises in Yemen and Syria. We have also encouraged the Gulf Co-operation 
Council to strengthen its dialogue with Iran. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-15/HL1509/  
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http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/un-agency-palestine-refugees-holds-emergency-session-donors-and-hosts
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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