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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Community Relations 
Liam Byrne [6223] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what recent assessment he has made of progress in implementing his 
Department's strategy set out in its paper entitled, Creating the conditions for integration, 
published in 2012. 

Marcus Jones: As detailed in "Creating the Conditions for Integration", integration 
is achieved when neighbourhoods, families and individuals come together on 
issues that matter to them. We focus on supporting shared activities to bring 
people together to enable strong communities where people feel they belong. 
Since 2011, we have provided over £50 million to support integration projects. 
Decisions on the provision of funding for integration projects and activities are 
supported by an assessment of how the likely outcomes will contribute to the key 
contributors of integration, as set out in our paper. Each organisation receiving 
funding has a grant agreement against which it is monitored to ensure that agreed 
outcomes and milestones are met. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6223/  
 

“Creating the Conditions for Integration” can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7504/2092
103.pdf  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Oral Answers 

Non-stun slaughter 
13.44  William Powell: … Deputy Minister, what is the Welsh Government’s 
understanding of the extent of non-stun slaughter in Wales, and how many slaughter 
houses in Wales currently carry out the practice? …  

Rebecca Evans: It’s my understanding that the extent is minimal. The vast 
majority of slaughter undertaken in Wales is stun slaughter. That includes halal 
stunned, because, obviously, we know that halal stun slaughter also takes place. 

William Powell: … Having  met  the  British  Veterinary  Association  on  this  matter, and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6223/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6223/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7504/2092103.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7504/2092103.pdf
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others—as, indeed, I have—you’ll be aware of their concerns around the labelling of 
meat products, particularly given that, as you’ve just said, halal meat products are not 
necessarily subject to non-stun. A consistent number of surveys have shown that this 
matter is of considerable concern to consumers in Wales and, indeed, around the UK. 
Currently, a No. 10 petition has in excess of 120,000 signatures on this matter. So, given 
that labelling is a non-devolved issue—and I well understand that—will you commit to 
working in partnership with the UK Government to achieve a more transparent labelling 
policy in this area, so as to improve consumer confidence and also to limit any potential 
harm to the industry? 

Rebecca Evans: … You’ll be aware that, last year, we launched our animal health 
and welfare framework for Wales, which demonstrates how Welsh Government, 
industry and keepers of all animals will work together to improve the welfare and 
the health of their animals at all points in their life, including at the point of 
slaughter. You’ll be aware that we’ve introduced the Welfare of Animals at the 
Time of Killing (Wales) Regulations 2014. England has yet to do that. Those offer 
enhanced levels of protection during slaughter as well. So, I think that’s an 
important step forward that we’ve taken in that regard. We’re awaiting a report 
from Europe, I understand, on the specific issue of labelling, and, when we 
receive that, we’ll consider it in the round. 

William Powell: … As you know, many people would like to see an entire end to the 
practice of non-stun slaughter. Notwithstanding religious sensibilities within certain 
communities, we have, in recent years, seen a move to tackle perceived cruel practices, 
which maybe have their origins within certain faith groups. For example, the way in which 
female genital mutilation was tackled is just one example of that. In this context, Minister, 
do you think it would be a prudent move for Welsh Government to set its face against 
investing, in the future, in abattoir facilities that actually carry out this practice, so as to 
disincentivise its growth in Wales? 

Rebecca Evans: Well, Welsh Government is clear that we don’t want to see any 
kind of cruel practices in our abattoirs or elsewhere. It’s worth recognising, on the 
footage that has been brought forward through organisations such as Animal Aid 
and so on in recent times, showing some abhorrent practices in some 
slaughterhouses, none of that footage was from Wales. I did meet with Animal 
Aid, nonetheless, quite recently to discuss those reports and to discuss what 
additional safeguards the Welsh Government can look to put in place. It’s my 
intention to make a written statement on that in due course. 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3180&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
235364  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Please note that the Ministeral Statements and subsequent Commons and Lords 
PQs relating to “Iran: Nuclear Deal”, extracted in the “Foreign Affairs” section of 
PAB, also relate to Israel. 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL1178] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 3 July (HL710), what progress has been 
made in discussions with  the  Israeli  Defence  Force  Military  Advocate  General  about  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3180&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#235364
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3180&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#235364
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3180&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#235364
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ensuring accountability for the killing of four Palestinian children on the beach in Gaza in 
July 2014. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue since 17 
June when our Ambassador in Tel Aviv met the Israeli Military Advocate General 
during which this incident was discussed. We note Israel's Military Advocate 
General's decision to close the Investigation File for this incident. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-07/HL1178/ 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-22/HL710/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1180] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning the recent report that private land 
intended to be used for buffer zones is being used for Israeli land reserves and 
settlement agriculture. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised the specific report 
referred to, the British Government has repeatedly condemned settlement 
announcements, and we will continue to call on the Israeli authorities to cease all 
settlement building as required under international law. 
Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised the issue of settlements with Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu on 16 June, and again with the Israeli Cabinet Secretary and 
National Security Advisor on the 21 June. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-07/HL1180/ 
 

A news report of the investigation referred to above can be read at 
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/1.664435  
 

Gaza: Islamic State 
Baroness Tonge [HL1181] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the governments of Egypt and Israel regarding the activity of ISIL in Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK has a regular dialogue with Egypt and 
Israel on the threat of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in the region. 
The most recent discussions were with senior officials in Israel's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the National Security Council on 2 July. During these 
meetings, activities of groups identifying with ISIL in Gaza were discussed, as well 
as their alleged collusion with Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis in the Sinai area. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-07/HL1181/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) - in-year update July 2015 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-
territories-opts-in-year-update-july-2015/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-
opts-in-year-update-july-2015  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement 

Iran: Nuclear Deal 
col 894  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr Philip 
Hammond): … With the conclusion of these negotiations, the world can be reassured that 
all Iranian routes to a nuclear bomb have been closed off, and the world can have 
confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of the Iranian civil nuclear programme going 
forward. …  
Given the historical levels of mistrust that have built up between Iran and the international 
community, a strong inspections regime and a framework for addressing concerns about 
past military dimensions to Iran’s nuclear programme are vital for building trust and 
providing us with the confidence that Iran is meeting its commitments. … 
Taken together, those measures mean that if Iran were to renege on its promises and try 
to “break out” for a bomb, it would take at least 12 months even to acquire the necessary 
fissile material for a single device. … 

 

col 900  Gerald Kaufman: … Yes, the Iranian regime has many aspects that are 
objectionable and nasty, and we look for improvements in their treatment on civil rights 
and on other matters in Iran, but Iran is a player and it is very important indeed that she 
be engaged rather than shunned. Will the Foreign Secretary make it clear to the 
Government of Israel, which unlike Iran is not a signatory to the non-proliferation treaty 
and has hundreds of nuclear warheads and missiles, that any attempt by them to interfere 
with, negate or frustrate this agreement will not be tolerated? 

 

Mr Hammond: I am grateful for the hon. Gentleman’s remarks. He takes the words out of 
my mouth. … What he says is right: Iran has been subject to 35 years of isolation—that 
was its own choice and its own fault—and getting it engaged in the affairs of the region 
again, in a sensible and measured way, will be a huge benefit. I am going to Israel tonight 
and will have a chance to convey our message about this deal directly to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu tomorrow. He has made it clear that he intends to fight it all the way and that 
Israel will seek to use its influence in the US Congress to obstruct the progress of the 
deal. I am confident that that action will not succeed. I am also confident that Israel has 
shown time and again that it can be pragmatic, and that once it has exhausted that 
avenue of opportunity it will seek to engage in a sensible and pragmatic way to deal with 
the new reality on the ground in the middle east to the benefit of everyone. …  

 

col 904  Louise Ellman: Iran currently supports the terrorist organisation Hamas in 
promoting terrorism in Gaza and elsewhere. What impact will the agreement have on this 
situation? 

 

Mr Hammond: It is obviously early days, but in an ideal world, as Iran becomes more 
engaged in the international community and more engaged in the affairs of the region, we 
will be more able to engineer a situation in which Iran’s leverage over organisations such 
as Hamas can be a force for good. We are not there yet, and we are not there 
automatically, but there is at last an opportunity to engage with Iran on these wider issues, 
which there has not been while the nuclear file has been hanging over us. …  

 

col 906  Ian Austin: The Foreign Secretary has kept his promise not to do a bad deal, but 
only because he has done an absolutely terrible one. That is why people are celebrating 
in Tehran, but are utterly dismayed in Tel Aviv. The truth is, as President Obama said, 
that this will allow Iran to reduce the time needed to acquire nuclear weapons almost to 
zero when restrictions expire in 10 to 15 years. This will trigger a middle eastern arms 
race. In response to an earlier question, the right hon. Gentleman referred to the potential 
release of $150 billion, which is utterly naive, given that while sanctions existed and its 
economy was in trouble, Iran still used its money to send thousands of rockets to 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza. 
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Mr Hammond: The question we have to ask is what kind of a deal would have been 
welcomed in Tel Aviv. The answer, of course, is that Israel does not want any deal with 
Iran. It wants a permanent state of stand-off, which I do not believe is in the interests of 
the region or in our interest. … 

 

Richard Bacon: When the Foreign Secretary sees the Israeli Prime Minister tomorrow, 
will he remind him that his own head of Mossad believes that the failure to solve the 
Palestinian conflict is a greater threat to Israeli security than a nuclear Iran? 

 

Mr Hammond: Now that my hon. Friend has reminded me of that, I shall certainly put it in 
my briefing note for the meeting.  … 

 

col 908  Tania Mathias: … When my right hon. Friend visits Israel, will he ask its Prime 
Minister to consider this a present chance for peace, not an historic mistake? 
Mr Hammond: … I shall put the case for the agreement to the Israeli Prime Minister, and I 
have no doubt that I shall hear, in great detail, his case against it. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150715/debtext/150715-
0001.htm#15071540000004  
 
 

House of Lords Ministerial Statement 

Iran: Nuclear Deal 
col 583  Lord Wallace of Saltaire: … I thought that it was extremely unwise of the Israeli 
Prime Minister to suggest that this was a disaster and that Iran represented an existential 
threat. The other week I heard an Israeli Minister refer to Saudi Arabia as a moderate 
state and the Iranians as evil. That seems enormously mistaken. Clearly, Iran does 
meddle well beyond its borders, but there are many other states in the Middle East which 
also meddle beyond their borders, supporting other terrorist, Sunni organisations. …  

 

col 584  Baroness Anelay of St Johns: … I hear the concerns that President Netanyahu 
of Israel has already expressed and my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary will 
travel there tomorrow to discuss the implications with him. … 

 

col 586  Lord Elystan-Morgan: … are there not certain harsh realities of which we should 
remind ourselves? The first is that Iran is still solemnly and totally committed to the 
destruction of the State of Israel—a factor that may not be irrelevant to the condemnatory 
words of Benjamin Netanyahu. Secondly, despite all the restrictions, Iran—which is a 
theocratic state—is within a short step of becoming a lethal nuclear power, should it so 
wish. 

 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, there is no short step to becoming a lethal 
nuclear power. This is a robust, durable, verifiable agreement and any breakout would 
certainly take at least a year to achieve.  

 

col 589  Baroness Anelay of St Johns: … With regard to the Middle East weapons-free 
zone, I had discussions about this when I was at RevCon in New York a couple of months 
ago … I am afraid that progress was rather disrupted because of Egypt seeking to make it 
impossible for Israel to take part in those discussions—at least it appeared to try to make 
that impossible—by saying that if Israel did not turn up on specified dates the whole thing 
would go ahead without it. There is a lot of difficulty internationally in taking forward the 
idea of a Middle East weapons-free zone but I agree with my noble friend that we should 
try to do so. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150715-
0001.htm#15071539000513  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE_HTA.pdf
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Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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