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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Radicalism 
Dan Jarvis [6007] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
assessment she has made of the work with local community faith groups under the 
Prevent programme. 

John Hayes: Working in partnership with local community groups is a key aspect 
of our programme to protect those who are at risk of radicalisation. Through the 
Prevent programme over 180 community based projects have been delivered 
since 2011 and in the last year we have supported over 70 community projects, 
which reached almost 40,000 people. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-07/6007/  
 

Muslim Brotherhood 
Ann Clwyd [5545] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether it is 
the Government's policy to regard the Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist organisation. 

John Hayes: The Muslim Brotherhood is not proscribed in the UK. Proscribing an 
organisation can only be considered when we believe it to be “concerned in 
terrorism” as defined by the Terrorism Act 2000. 
We do not routinely comment on whether an organisation is or is not under 
consideration for proscription. A group is only proscribed if it is necessary and 
proportionate to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-03/5545/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Universities: Freedom of Expression 
Baroness Deech [HL955] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the case for promoting freedom of speech in universities in the United 
Kingdom. 

Baroness Neville-Rolfe: The promotion of freedom of speech in universities is a 
legal obligation under the Education (No2) Act 1986,  and is fully supported by the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-07/6007/
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Government, alongside protecting staff and students from being drawn into 
terrorism or violence and from being exposed to racial or religious hatred. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-30/HL955/  
 

Muslim Brotherhood Review 
Baroness Tonge [HL884] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Lord Bridges of Headley on 22 June (HL433), what progress they have made 
in setting a timetable for the publication of the Muslim Brotherhood Review. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: The Government continues work to finalise the 
Counter Extremism Strategy, and intends to publish both it and the main findings 
of the Muslim Brotherhood Review this year. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL884/  
 
 

Welsh Government 

New website shows how Welsh laws differ from rest of UK 
… Counsel General Theodore Huckle QC said: “With more and more laws being passed 
affecting only Wales, it’s absolutely vital that people here and beyond understand the 
growing changes in areas like health, education and housing, to name but a few. 
The Law Wales website is designed not only to raise citizens’ awareness of the ways in 
which these new laws affect their everyday lives, but also the system under which they 
are developed, scrutinised, and passed. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/firstminister/2015/150715-law-website/?lang=en  
 

The new website is at 
http://law.gov.wales/?lang=en  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Unmanned Air Vehicles 
Richard Burgon [6259] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many jobs have 
been created in the UK by the French-Israeli Thales/Elbit Joint Venture for Watchkeeper. 

Philip Dunne: The Watchkeeper air vehicle is manufactured by UAV Tactical 
Systems Ltd, a joint venture between Elbit Systems UK and Thales UK, under a 
sub-contract from Thales UK, the Watchkeeper prime contractor. The Ministry of 
Defence has no direct commercial relationship with UAV Tactical Systems Ltd and 
no estimate has therefore been made of the number of persons employed by the 
company. The wider Watchkeeper supply-chain sustains high-quality jobs at a 
number of locations across the United Kingdom. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6259/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Wes Streeting [6132] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, if she 
will take steps to support the residents of the village of Susiya in the West Bank in the 
event of the village being demolished. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-30/HL955/
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http://law.gov.wales/?lang=en
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Desmond Swayne: The UK is funding the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) to 
provide free legal support to Palestinian communities threatened with forced 
eviction, demolition and displacement and is also providing £1.1 million of 
technical assistance to support Palestinian villages at risk of demolition action to 
meet the requirements of the Israeli planning system. The UK will continue to 
raise concerns about demolitions and displacement with the Government of Israel 
on a regular basis and at the highest levels. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6132/  

 

Israel: Palestinians 
Stephen Doughty [6260] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what recent support her Department has provided to the residents of Susiya in the West 
Bank. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK is funding the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) to 
provide free legal support to Palestinian communities threatened with forced 
eviction, demolition and displacement and is also providing £1.1 million of 
technical assistance to support Palestinian villages at risk of demolition action to 
meet the requirements of the Israeli planning system. The UK raises concerns 
about demolitions and displacement with the Government of Israel on a regular 
basis and at the highest levels. On 8 June, envoys from all 28 European Union 
Member States including the British Consul General to Jerusalem visited the 
Bedouin community at Susiya. The delegation’s visit was to emphasise their 
continuing support for the community and their opposition to demolitions in 
general. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6260/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Stephen Doughty [6261] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what discussions she has had with donor partners about contingency planning for 
providing humanitarian assistance to the residents of Susiya in the West Bank in the 
event that that village is removed. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK provides assistance to communities in Area C 
through technical assistance and funding for the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC) to provide free legal support to Palestinian communities threatened with 
forced eviction, demolition and displacement. We work closely with donor partners 
both through the EU and humanitarian agencies to prevent the forcible transfer of 
any Palestinian communities from Area C of the West Bank and to uphold 
International Humanitarian Law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6261/  

 

Israel: Palestinians 
Wes Streeting [6133] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will discuss with the Israeli government plans to demolish the Palestinian 
village of Khirbet Susiya in the West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv met senior officials from the Israeli 
National Security Council on 21 June and raised planning issues, including 
relating to the Bedouin in Area C of the West Bank. In May, our Embassy raised 
our serious concerns about the potential forcible transfer of the Bedouin in E1 and 
other parts of Area C and the Israeli Supreme Court’s ruling approving the 
demolition of the West Bank village Susiya with the Head of COGAT (Israel’s 
Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories’), and senior officials from 
the Israeli National Security Council. 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6261/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6133/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Stephen Doughty [6262] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the effect on the Middle East 
peace process of Israel's policy of removing structures in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories built without permits. 

Tobias Ellwood: We assess that demolition of Palestinian structures in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories by Israel is harmful to the peace process. 
Demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians and in all but 
the most limited circumstances are contrary to international humanitarian law. The 
UK raises concerns about demolitions and displacement with the Government of 
Israel on a regular basis and at the highest levels. 
The Government continues to urge the Government of Israel to develop improved 
mechanisms for zoning, planning and permitting in Area C for the benefit of the 
Palestinian population, including by facilitating local Palestinian participation in 
such processes. This year we have allocated £900,000 for technical assistance to 
support Palestinian villages currently threatened with demolition action to meet 
the requirements of the Israeli planning system. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6262/  
 

West Bank 
Stephen Doughty [6212] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received from the British consul to Jerusalem on his visit to 
Susiya in the West Bank on 8 June 2015. 

Tobias Ellwood: On 8 June, the British Consul General to Jerusalem joined 
envoys from all 28 EU Member States visiting the Bedouin community at Susiya. 
The delegation’s visit was to emphasise their continuing support for the 
community and their opposition to demolitions. On an earlier visit of 10 May, the 
British Consul General to Jerusalem spoke to the leader of the community about 
the grave situation and need for the international community to help. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6212/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Philippa Whitford (287) Israeli military treatment of Palestinian children – That this 
House condemns the charging of Palestinian children with offences under Israeli military 
law and their trial in military courts since the occupation of Palestinian territory in 1967; 
further condemns the arrests, detention and prosecution of around 700 Palestinian 
children in the Israeli military court system each year; acknowledges the work that 
Defence for Children International - Palestine do in increasing awareness and providing 
legal assistance for Palestinian children; condemns the physical violence that more than 
three-quarters of Palestinian child detainees in 2014 endured in some form between the 
period of their arrest and interrogation with half of those also strip-searched; notes that 
during arrest and interrogation, 93 per cent of children were denied access to legal 
counsel and rarely informed of their rights, particularly their right against self-
incrimination; further notes that last year almost all children confessed regardless of guilt 
to stop further abuse; notes that in 2014 more than 25 per cent of children signed 
statements in Hebrew despite not understanding the language; notes that between 2012 
and 2014  Israeli  military,  police  and  security  agents  held  54  Palestinian  children  in  
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solitary confinement for interrogation purposes, prior to charging them with any offence, 
and that in 2014 the average time that an individual child spent in solitary confinement for 
interrogation purposes was 15 days; and calls on the Government to demand immediate 
action from the Israeli government to behave in line with international law. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/287  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Fighting antisemitism and safeguarding European values 
by Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European Commission and Věra 
Jourová, EU Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality 
A Jewish school in Toulouse in 2013; the Brussels Jewish Museum in 2014; a kosher 
supermarket in Paris last January; a synagogue in Copenhagen in February. These 
attacks bring home the sad reality that antisemitism still exists on our continent and that 
new forms of antisemitism are rearing their ugly head. In the wake of these events, 
Europe's Jewish communities are asking: Are Jews still safe in Europe today? Should 
they think about leaving? 
A 2013 EU Fundamental Rights Agency survey highlights the extent of these fears. One 
in two Jewish respondents saw a significant increase in antisemitism in the last five 
years. Across Europe, 25% of respondents said that they occasionally avoided visiting 
Jewish sites or events because they did not feel safe, while one third considered 
emigrating for security reasons. Finally, 75% of respondents felt that online antisemitism 
- commonly expressed by denial or trivialization of the Holocaust - is a widespread 
phenomenon. 
The European Commission takes these concerns very seriously. … 
Our most immediate concern is the safety of Jewish communities. We must address the 
fact that racist, xenophobic and antisemitic crimes and hate speech go unpunished in 
some countries, and the problem of politicians who trivialize or ignore the seriousness of 
hate speech and hate crime. … 
Incidents of racist hate crime and harassment need to be addressed decisively. It is 
paramount that law enforcement and courts across the EU promptly investigate and 
prosecute racist, xenophobic and antisemitic hate speech and hate crime. … 
Racist and xenophobic attitudes expressed by opinion leaders often contribute to a social 
climate that condones racism and xenophobia. … political leaders should not be 
complacent when faced with racist political discourse. Instead, they should lead by 
example in condemning all forms of racist and hate speech. … 
Whatever its root causes, there is only one possible response to antisemitism today: 
never again. Never again should we tolerate antisemitic or racist discourse. Never again 
should European and other Jews feel that they have to emigrate. 
The first EU Colloquium on Fundamental Rights – dedicated this year to the theme 
"Tolerance and Respect: Preventing and combating antisemitic and anti-Muslim hatred in 
Europe" - will take place in October 2015 in Brussels. Together with a host of 
stakeholders, we will reflect about the underlying reasons for the increase of antisemitic 
and anti-Muslim incidents in Europe and look at the role of the EU and international 
institutions, Member States, local authorities, civil society, community and religious 
leaders, the media, education and employment in addressing these phenomena and 
developing a culture of inclusive tolerance and respect in the European Union. …  
The people of Copenhagen showed us what tolerance and respect means. Forming a 
'ring of peace', civil society, Christians, Muslims,  Human rights activists and others stood  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/287
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up for the Jewish community. Beyond the crucial role of international organisations, EU 
institutions and national governments, it is also the responsibility of parents to teach their 
children and of teachers, religious, political and community leaders to lead by example. 
Together, we have a duty to act before it is too late. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/fundamental-rights/news/20150713_en.htm  
 
 

Quilliam 

Counter-Extremism: a Decade on from 7/7 
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/publications/free/counter-
extremism-a-decade-on-from-7-7.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Education and Adoption Bill (closing date 14 July 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-
adoption-bill/  
 
** closes in 10 days 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
** Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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