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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
col 1473  Ms Harman: … Last November the Intelligence and Security Committee said 
that the Prevent programme had not been given sufficient priority and that counter-
radicalisation programmes are not working. Today a new statutory duty to challenge 
radicalisation comes into effect. Will there be sufficient training and support for those 
covered by the duty, and will he look again at the concern that the Prevent programme 
has not focused sufficiently on engaging with the communities? 

The Prime Minister: … First, we have now put more money and resources into 
the Prevent programme. Secondly, on her point about the statutory duty on public 
sector bodies, I think that is very important, because we are saying to schools, 
universities, local authorities and others that they have a duty to deal with 
radicalisation and to confront extremism, because this effort is not just for the 
police and security services, or indeed just for the Government, it is an effort for 
us all. On her specific question, which goes back to whether it was right to split 
the Prevent work into work that is done to deal with extremism under the aegis of 
the Home Office and the programmes to encourage integration, which should be 
done by the Department for Communities and Local Government, I maintain that 
that was the right decision. It followed a review in 2011 by Alex Carlile, who found 
that “there have been cases where groups whom we would now consider to 
support an extremist ideology have received funding.” 
… Yes we should work with community groups, but not those that encourage an 
extremist narrative. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150701/debtext/15070
1-0001.htm#15070135000010  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Radicalism 
Mark Hendrick [4287] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
meetings her Department has had or plans to have with (a) representatives of church 
groups, (b) the Muslim Council of Britain, (c) the Board of Deputies, (d) the Christian 
Institute and (e) other faith groups on extremism disruption orders. 

John Hayes:  Home  Office Ministers and  officials have meetings with a variety of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150701/debtext/150701-0001.htm#15070135000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150701/debtext/150701-0001.htm#15070135000010
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international partners, as well as organisations and individuals in the public and 
private sectors, as part of the process of policy development and delivery. details 
of theses meetings are published on the Cabinet website on a quarterly basis. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4287/  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

The Threat of Islamist Radicalisation—How Working Together Can Tackle 
Extremism 
17.16  Mohammad Asghar: … radicalisation starts with the individual, and we must try 
to stop this at source. We have to stop the slide towards violent extremism faced by too 
many young Muslims in Britain. …  
… it can only be done with the religious leadership—Muslims, Jews and Christians—
getting together in this country, with the political will behind them. … So, I urge our 
Government here to take the right steps and bring the people in under the auspices of 
the royal family—not the political leadership—to do the thing with the chief Rabbi of 
Israel, the Muslim leadership, even the Pope and people of that calibre, to solve the 
problem. …  

 

17.32  Jeff Cuthbert: … Good community cohesion is essential in today’s Wales. The 
faith forum that I used to be deputy chair of is doing good work in terms of supporting the 
vast majority of Muslim citizens in Wales. By bringing different faiths and communities 
together, including the Muslim and Jewish communities, we will promote better 
understanding and help to celebrate diversity, as opposed to division and suspicion. …  
17.35  Leighton Andrews (Minister for Public Services): … The fight against 
extremism is one of the key challenges of our time … We believe that, by working 
together, we can establish a united front against all forms of extremism and protect our 
diverse and vibrant communities from harm. …  
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3176&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
231482  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Gaza: Ports 
Carolyn Harris [3951] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
assessment she has made of the potential humanitarian effect of creating a secure sea 
route for EU trade with Gaza between Cyprus and Gaza port. 

Desmond Swayne: Allowing exports and lifting movement and access restrictions 
would have a transformative effect on Gaza’s economy, thereby reducing the 
humanitarian consequences of this political crisis by stimulating the economy and 
helping get people out of poverty. We have consistently called on the Government 
of Israel to improve movement and access into and out of Gaza, and will continue 
to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/3951/  
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4287/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4287/
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3176&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#231482
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3176&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#231482
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3176&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#231482
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/3951/
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Occupied Territories: Trade Barriers 
Carolyn Harris [4054] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, if she 
will make an assessment of the potential humanitarian effect of ending restrictions on 
trade between Gaza and the West Bank. 

Desmond Swayne: The biggest impediment to Palestinian economic progress is 
the Israeli-imposed movement and access restrictions. Giving Palestinians access 
to their resources and land and enabling them to work and trade freely is vital for 
economic prosperity and improved living conditions. Findings of a recent World 
Bank report show that benefits of lifting Israeli movement and access restrictions 
in Area C alone could increase Palestinian GDP by 3.4 billion USD. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4054/  
 

Gaza: Export Controls 
Carolyn Harris [4055] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, if she 
will make an assessment of the potential humanitarian effect of ending restrictions on 
exports out of Gaza; and if she will make a statement. 

Desmond Swayne: An improved economy is not only essential for the people of 
Gaza, but firmly in Israel’s security interests. We have consistently called on Israel 
to improve movement and access into and out of Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4055/ 
 

Gaza: Unemployment 
Carolyn Harris [4170] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
estimates she has made of the level of youth unemployment in Gaza; and if she will 
make a statement. 

Desmond Swayne: According to the World Bank, youth unemployment in Gaza 
rose to more than 60 percent by the end of 2014. Unemployment is even higher 
among Palestinian refugees, particularly young women. DFID is promoting private 
sector development which contributes to state and peace building by increasing 
economic sustainability, and reducing unemployment and poverty. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4170/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Carolyn Harris [4171] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
recent assessment she has made of the humanitarian situation in the occupied 
Palestinian territories. 

Desmond Swayne: The UN assesses that the situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories is a protracted crisis with humanitarian consequences. UK 
aid is helping the Palestinian Authority to develop strong institutions, deliver 
essential public services and improve security. 
DFID is providing £349 million in support of Palestinian development from 2011-15 
and £72m for 2015/16. The UK was one of the biggest donors to the crisis last 
summer, providing more than £17 million in immediate humanitarian assistance 
for those caught up in the conflict. In October, the UK pledged a further £20 
million in early recovery assistance at the Gaza Reconstruction Conference in 
Cairo. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4171/  
 

Palestinians 
Carolyn Harris [4192] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
assessment she has made of the humanitarian effect on Palestinians in the West Bank of  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4054/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4054/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4055/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4055/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4170/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4170/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4171/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4171/
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restrictions on their movement. 
Desmond Swayne: We are deeply concerned about the impact of Israeli 
restrictions on Palestinians living in the West Bank, particularly in Area C and East 
Jerusalem. Access to water and land is restricted; with the inability to build freely 
on land and the threat of displacement from their homes. The UK is supporting 
access to water for agriculture, the rehabilitation of existing infrastructure in Area 
C, and legal assistance to Palestinian communities at risk of forced eviction, 
demolition and displacement. The UK regularly calls on Israel to lift restrictions on 
access and movement across the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4192/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Lord Marlesford [HL677] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the total cost 
during 2014–15, and what is the budgeted cost for 2015–16, of providing monetary 
assistance to persons displaced by conflict in the Middle East, and to which countries this 
money has been allocated. 

Baroness Verma: The total DFID programme spend in response to the 
humanitarian crises, arising from conflict in the Middle East, was £457 million in 
2014–15. The budgeted cost for 2015–16 is £448 million. This money has been 
allocated to Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, Egypt, Turkey and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-19/HL677/ 
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council and General Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (David Lidington): … Middle east peace process 
Ms Mogherini briefed the Council following her recent trip to Jerusalem and Ramallah. 
Discussion centred on how the EU and its member states could most effectively support 
the peace process. The Foreign Secretary emphasised the need for a coherent 
approach, and noted the important role of the EU, particularly on issues around 
settlements and Gaza. Ms Mogherini proposed a discussion item on the middle east 
peace process at the 20 July FAC. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150701/wmstext/15070
1m0001.htm#15070129000004  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-24/4192/
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Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150701-
gc0001.htm#15070134000089  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/su003-III-a.htm  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes in 8 days 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Education and Adoption Bill (closing date 14 July 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-
adoption-bill/  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
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The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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