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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Schools: Radicalism 
Andrew Rosindell [3791] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps she is 
taking to reduce the radicalisation of children in schools. 

Edward Timpson: My answer of 9 March 2015 to my honourable Friend’s 
previous question on this subject set out the measures taken by the department to 
keep children safe from the risks of extremism and radicalisation and prepare 
them for life in modern Britain. I would also refer my honourable Friend to the 
government’s response to the Education Select Committee Report: Extremism in 
schools: the Trojan Horse affair, which was published on 26 June 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extremism-in-schools-response-to-
education-select-committee). This both summarises the existing measures and 
sets out additional steps to tackle extremism and build the resilience of schools. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-23/3791/ 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-02/225950/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jim Shannon (219) School Worship –That this House acknowledges the importance of 
daily worship in schools; expresses concern that some are calling for an end to daily 
worship; and reaffirms the position that currently exists which teaches children the 
importance of acknowledging God. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/219  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extremism-in-schools-response-to-education-select-committee
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extremism-in-schools-response-to-education-select-committee
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-23/3791/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-23/3791/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-02/225950/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-02/225950/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/219
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Home Office 

Nation's institutions step up effort to prevent people from being drawn into 
terrorism 
The Prevent duty, introduced as part of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015, 
requires a range of organisations including schools, local authorities, prisons, police and 
health bodies to have ‘due regard to preventing people from being drawn into terrorism’. 
Security Minister John Hayes said: “…The new duty will make sure key bodies across the 
country play their part and work in partnership, as part of our one nation approach to 
bring the country together to tackle extremism. 
The government has worked with the sectors affected to ensure they are aware of their 
new responsibilities, are able to recognise the signs that someone may be being drawn 
into terrorism and know how to access help and support. 
Frontline workers will now be expected to put into practice statutory guidance which was 
approved by Parliament and published in March, following a public consultation. 
The duty will also cover universities and colleges and will be commenced for these 
institutions once further guidance on extremist speakers has been published. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nations-institutions-step-up-effort-to-prevent-
people-from-being-drawn-into-terrorism  
 

The guidance for England and Wales can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417943/Pr
event_Duty_Guidance_England_Wales.pdf 
 

The guidance for Scotland can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417941/Pr
event_Duty_Guidance_for_Scotland.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Government 

Consultation on moveable property rights 
… The proposed Bill has two main provisions: 

 That a person who possesses an object in good faith and without negligence 
becomes the owner after 20 years 

 A person who holds a lent or deposited object can become owner after 50 years, if 
the original owner (or owner’s successor) cannot be traced …  

Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs, Paul Wheelhouse, said: “…These 
proposals would see the law clarified in some situations where ownership is complex and 
they will protect people who have acted in good faith. 
These proposed changes could also have a particular beneficial impact on bodies like 
museums and art galleries. 
A key aim of the Bill is to help clarify ownership in cases such as, for example, where the 
person possessing the object bought it in good faith from a person who did not actually 
own it.” …  
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Consultation-on-moveable-property-rights-1ad7.aspx  
 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nations-institutions-step-up-effort-to-prevent-people-from-being-drawn-into-terrorism
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nations-institutions-step-up-effort-to-prevent-people-from-being-drawn-into-terrorism
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417943/Prevent_Duty_Guidance_England_Wales.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417943/Prevent_Duty_Guidance_England_Wales.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417941/Prevent_Duty_Guidance_for_Scotland.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417941/Prevent_Duty_Guidance_for_Scotland.pdf
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Consultation-on-moveable-property-rights-1ad7.aspx
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

FIFA: Israel Football Association 
Bob Blackman [3435] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, what 
discussions he has had with FIFA on the attempt to expel the Israel Football Association 
from that organisation. 

Tracey Crouch: No discussion have been held with FIFA regarding any attempts 
to expel the Israel Football Association from the organisation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-22/3435/  
 

Palestinians 
Margaret Ritchie [4278] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what criteria the Government will use to determine the right time for the UK to 
recognise Palestine as a state; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK is a longstanding supporter of seeing a sovereign, 
democratic and viable Palestinian State living side by side in peace and security 
with Israel, and continues to be one of the largest donors to Palestinian state 
building efforts to that end. We reserve the right to recognise a Palestinian state at 
a time of our choosing and when it will best help bring about peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4278/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Gaza Strip: Rafah Crossing 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to call for the 
stationing of UN military observers in the Gaza Strip and the creation of a UN agency to 
oversee the safe passage of materials essential for reconstruction and access through 
the Rafah Crossing. 

The Earl of Courtown: My Lords, the immediate priority is for the Israelis and 
Palestinians to agree a long-term, durable ceasefire for Gaza that prevents a 
return to conflict. In the mean time, we are providing support to the UN-brokered 
reconstruction mechanism which is facilitating the import of construction materials 
into Gaza and encouraging Egypt to show maximum flexibility on opening the 
Rafah crossing. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, is it not time that rather more imagination was used with regard 
to Gaza? Does the Minister agree that independent military advisers would prevent the 
endless arguments that we have had in recent years? Similarly, impartial supervision of 
incoming construction materials and their end uses would speed up reconstruction and 
reduce the harmful effects of the current blockade. Is it not true that the Rafah crossing is 
essential for urgent medical cases and, much more widely, for access to the outside 
world for the people of Gaza? 

The Earl of Courtown: My Lords, I carefully note what the noble Lord has said, 
but we hope that the Israelis and Palestinians will agree to this durable ceasefire 
for Gaza which will prevent a return to conflict. In the mean time, we will continue 
to support the UN through its various mechanisms. That includes the UN special 
envoy on the Gaza reconstruction mechanism, which is facilitating the import of 
construction materials into Gaza. The noble Lord also mentioned the Rafah 
crossing. It is important that those areas are opened so that the conditions in 
Gaza can be improved. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-22/3435/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-22/3435/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4278/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4278/
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Baroness Warsi: My Lords, what is Her Majesty’s Government’s view on the United 
Nations Human Rights Council report on potential war crimes during the conflict in Gaza 
last year? Does the Minister accept that accountability in previous conflicts is likely to 
assist in preventing future conflicts? In the light of that, how does he now view the 
Foreign Secretary’s statement in July last year when the United Kingdom abstained on 
the setting-up of this report by saying that it would, “complicate the process by 
introducing unnecessary new mechanisms”? 

The Earl of Courtown: The noble Baroness is quite right concerning 
accountability: there must be a robust process of accountability given the heavy 
civilian death toll. That includes acts committed by Hamas and other militant 
groups too. We are pressing Israel to demonstrate accountability for its actions 
during this conflict. The noble Baroness also mentioned war crimes. Both sides of 
the conflict have put themselves into a position where perhaps war crimes have 
taken place. We of course need to keep a careful watch on this matter. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, is the noble Earl aware that while Egypt is busily destroying 
homes on its border with Gaza to try to prevent the smuggling of arms to Hamas, Israel is 
allowing through the Erez crossing more than 500 trucks—with 15,000 tonnes of goods, 
including medical aid, benzene and building materials—every day? Is he further aware 
that while Egypt has stopped the passage of anyone through the crossing into Egypt, 
1,200 people a day are coming across into Israel for medical care or business purposes? 
Should we be pressing Egypt to do the same? 

The Earl of Courtown: The noble Lord makes a good point about approaches to 
the problems in this area. We are concerned by the restrictions at the Rafah 
crossing and are urging the Egyptians to show maximum flexibility in reopening it. 
We are also calling on Israel to fulfil its obligation by lifting its restrictions in order 
to ease the suffering of ordinary Palestinians and to allow the Gaza economy to 
grow. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, we have already seen Fatah lose control of Gaza to 
Hamas, and we now see signs that Hamas is threatened by more radical groups within 
Gaza which might, indeed, include supporters of IS. Given the cycle of violence between 
Israel and Gaza—and it is a cycle of violence, with both sides playing roles in it—do we 
not need something more urgent and imaginative to avoid what would be a disaster for 
the already poor relations between Israel and both entities of Palestine? 

The Earl of Courtown: The noble Lord makes a good point. The humanitarian 
situation in Gaza is deeply concerning, so we are urging key donors to disperse 
the Cairo pledges. We are encouraging the Palestinian Authority, as the noble 
Lord said, to engage more in Gaza and to move forwards on reconciliation. We 
are also continuing to press Israel to do more on exports, power, movements and 
access. As I said earlier, we are also urging Egypt to show more flexibility at the 
Rafah crossing. 

Baroness Morgan of Ely: My Lords, as of April this year, of the $3.5 billion promised by 
donors for the reconstruction of Gaza, only 26% of the money has been released. Not 
one of the 19,000 destroyed homes has been rebuilt. Can the Minister explain what 
pressure the Government are bringing to bear on the donors to release the promised 
funds, and can he confirm whether the UK has honoured its commitments to Gaza on 
this subject? 

The Earl of Courtown: My Lords, the noble Baroness refers to the Cairo pledges. 
The United Kingdom has honoured 80% of its pledges and has 20% outstanding. 
That will be spent over the next financial year and will concentrate on job creation, 
getting people into work, which we all know will help their economy. As for the 
other countries and their pledges, pressure is being put on them to spend more 
money in that area. … 

Lord Ashdown of Norton-sub-Hamdon: My Lords, I am most grateful. I think I heard 
the Minister say that “perhaps” war crimes have been committed. We cannot leave it as 
“perhaps”  war crimes  have  been  committed.  Either  they  have  or  they have not,  and  
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surely Her Majesty’s Government and others should now be taking steps to ensure that 
they understand whether or not that is the case. 

The Earl of Courtown: At the particular point when answering that question, I 
could not find the notes in my folder. As I understand it, war crimes have been 
committed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150630-
0001.htm#15063031000452  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Margaret Ritchie [4279] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had in the G7 and the EU on steps to reduce 
threats to religious  

Tobias Ellwood: The Government is fully committed to the promotion of freedom 
of religion or belief and will stand up for the freedom of people of all religions – 
and non-religious people – to practise their beliefs in peace and safety. The FCO 
Annual Human Rights Report outlines our position and activities. 
My officials and I take every opportunity to discuss this critical issue with our 
European and G7 counterparts. At a global level we work through bodies such as 
the United Nations to encourage worldwide acceptance of the importance of 
freedom of religion or belief. At the 27 March UN debate on the persecution of 
minorities in the Middle East, I called for stronger leadership from governments 
and communities in the region to continue working for tolerance and 
reconciliation. Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials have also represented 
the UK at international discussions designed to promote closer EU/transatlantic 
co-operation regarding religion and its impact on global affairs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4279/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150630-0001.htm#15063031000452
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150630-0001.htm#15063031000452
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4279/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-25/4279/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
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Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150630/debtext/150630-
0001.htm#15063034000002  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/pbc033006a.1-
7.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Education and Adoption Bill (closing date 14 July 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-
adoption-bill/  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
** Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
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