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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Free Schools: Religion 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Barry Sheerman [3207] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many free 
schools of a religious character have (a) 50 to 100 per cent (b) 40 to 49 per cent, (c) 30 
to 39 per cent, (d) 20 to 29 per cent, (e) 10 to 19, (f) less than 10 per cent, (g) less than 
five per cent and (h) less than one per cent of children from other faiths or no faith. 
Barry Sheerman [3209] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what proportion of 
single-sex free schools is of a religious character. 

Edward Timpson: The department does not collect information on the 
percentage of children of any faith or of no faith in free schools. Of the 212 open 
mainstream free schools there are 8 single-sex schools (3.8%), of which 6 (75%) 
have a religious character. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3207/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3209/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Communities: Young Muslims 
Baroness Afshar: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what measures they have put in 
place to counter the impact of Islamophobia and stigmatisation on young Muslims. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Williams of Trafford): My Lords, this 
Government are committed to preventing anti-Muslim hatred and the 
stigmatisation of young Muslims. We are continuing the extensive community 
engagement of my predecessors to help to understand the concerns faced by 
Muslim communities, including working with the cross-government Anti-Muslim 
Hatred Working Group and Tell MAMA in order to record and monitor anti-Muslim 
hate crime. … 

Baroness Warsi: … is [the Minister] aware of the Government’s report on the review of 
Prevent and other reports that identify  Islamophobia as a driver of radicalisation?  In light  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3207/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3207/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3209/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3209/
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of the Government’s determined effort to defeat extremism, when can we expect to hear 
from them about the rising phenomenon of Islamophobia in a keynote speech? What is 
the Government’s policy response to tackle it? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: … My noble friend makes a good point about the 
problems of the disaffection and isolation of young men. Those problems do not 
apply just to the Muslim community but can apply to young men and women in all 
areas of this country. The Government have put £8 million into supporting adults 
in learning English, which is a very good measure in terms of tackling the isolation 
and disaffection that young people may have. … 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, amid reports that the Government have started to 
disengage with Muslim grass-roots communities, does the Minister think that it is helpful 
for the Prime Minister to say that some Muslims “quietly condone” radicalisation—
apparently we are sitting at home, quietly condoning it? Or does the Minister agree with 
the Home Secretary’s most senior counterterrorism adviser, Charles Farr, who was 
quoted in the Telegraph the other day saying that there is a danger of oversimplification, 
given that there are 2.7 million Muslims in the UK, and just a few hundred have joined 
Daesh—so-called ISIS? Who does the noble Baroness think is right? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, I agree with both of them. The Prime 
Minister is not saying that Muslims are a problem but that Islamic ideology is a 
problem that needs to be tackled, and Charles Farr was making a similar point. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, is the Minister aware that ever since 9/11 there 
has been a huge increase in the number of attacks on Sikhs and Sikh places of worship 
in cases of mistaken identity? The most recent case was a machete attack on a young 
Sikh dentist in south Wales, which was described on “Newsnight” as Islamophobia. Does 
the Minister agree that hate crime is hate crime against any community, and that it 
should be tackled even-handedly, irrespective of the size of the community? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The noble Lord is absolutely right—hate crime is 
hate crime. 

Lord Beecham: My Lords, will the Government consider convening a meeting of the 
different faith communities to encourage collaboration around combating Islamophobia? 
Perhaps that could draw on the experience of the Community Security Trust, which 
works with both Jewish and Muslim communities to protect places of worship—a very 
good example of interfaith collaboration. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, I have a long history of work with 
interfaith communities … I am pleased to be able to tell the noble Lord that I am 
already engaging in that work. 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150625-
0001.htm#15062547000484  
 
 

Cabinet Office 

Charitable organisations given £20 million boost by government 
Cabinet Office has launched a £20 million Local Sustainability Fund to help around 250 
voluntary organisations to secure their futures. … [this] will provide grants that will enable 
recipients to implement organisational changes and access professional advice that 
might currently be out of their reach. …  The fund, which will be delivered by the Big 
Lottery Fund … is expected to help around 250 high-impact charities and social 
enterprises in England to secure sustainable futures for themselves, including supporting 
them to bid for public service contracts and to diversify their incomes. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charitable-organisations-given-20-million-boost-by-
government  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150625-0001.htm#15062547000484
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150625-0001.htm#15062547000484
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charitable-organisations-given-20-million-boost-by-government
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charitable-organisations-given-20-million-boost-by-government
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Department for Education 

Extremism in schools: response to Education Select Committee 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/438733/50
288_Trojan_Horse_affair_Accessible_v3.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Iran: Hezbollah 
Gordon Henderson [3166] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the extent of Iran's 
financial and material support for Hezbollah. 

Tobias Ellwood: We continue to have serious concerns about Iran's support for 
the military wing of Hizballah, which is proscribed as a terrorist organisation in the 
UK and in the EU. This support includes the provision of significant financial 
resources, military equipment and training, in contravention of UN Security 
Council Resolution 1747, which prohibits the export of weapons by Iran. We call 
on Iran to implement its obligations under this Resolution and to end its military 
support to Hizballah, which undermines regional security. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3166/  
 

Iran: Hamas 
Gordon Henderson [3167] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the extent of Iran's 
financial and material support for Hamas. 

Tobias Ellwood: Iranian support for Hamas reportedly continues, although at a 
lower level since Hamas decided not to support the Syrian regime. This support 
includes the provision of financial resources and training as well as the supply of 
military equipment, in contravention of UN Security Council Resolution 1747, 
which prohibits the export of weapons by Iran. This military support for Hamas 
directly undermines prospects for lasting peace in the region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3167/  
 

Hamas: Humanitarian Aid 
Dr Poulter [3281] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
assessment she has made of the use by Hamas of (a) UK and (b) UN humanitarian aid. 

Desmond Swayne:The UK Government takes comprehensive measures to 
ensure that the projects it funds in Gaza do not breach European Union or UK 
counter terror legislation. We continue to take extensive precautions to ensure 
that Hamas does not derive any financial benefit from our projects, including by 
providing £0.5m to support the Materials Monitoring Unit (MMU) which oversees 
and monitors the import, storage, supply and use of construction materials into 
Gaza through the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-19/3281/  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/438733/50288_Trojan_Horse_affair_Accessible_v3.pdf
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UK visas and Immigration 

Updated: Occupied Palestinian Territories: country information and guidance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/438759/CI
G_-_OPT_-_Security_and_Humanitarian_-_v1_0.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
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Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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