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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Radicalism 
Jim Shannon [2671] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps 
she is taking to address the rise in far-right organisations in the UK. 

Karen Bradley: The Government takes very seriously the need to respond to the 
threat from all types of extremism. Our new counter-extremism strategy will create 
a new partnership to protect people from extremism in all its forms: non-violent 
and violent, neo-Nazi and Islamist. The strategy will also introduce a 
comprehensive range of additional measures including additional legislation to 
tackle extremist individuals, groups and to close premises used for extremist 
activity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2671/  

 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Racial Discrimination 
Lord Ouseley [HL492] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the actions and resources required to minimise the adverse effects and impact 
of institutional racism in society as a whole and in the Metropolitan Police Service, 
particularly in the light of the statement by the Commissioner for the Metropolitan Police 
that institutional racism remains a serious problem. 

Lord Bates: The Government recognises that people from all communities want 
the police to fight crime while having confidence that their individual needs will be 
understood and respected. 
The Metropolitan Police have worked hard to improve equality and diversity since 
the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry. The officer workforce is more representative in 
terms of gender and ethnicity than it has ever been. However, the Government is 
clear that there is more for all police forces to do. 
Our reforms will allow for faster progress on equality and diversity. PCCs and the 
College of Policing will play a key role in ensuring improvements in forces. The 
College of Policing has published advice for forces on the use of more proactive, 
lawful approaches to the recruitment and progression of officers from currently 
under-represented groups, using positive action provisions in the Equality Act 
2010. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2671/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2671/
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New entry routes into policing such as direct entry and Police Now are also 
helping to improve the diversity of the police workforce. Police Now, a flagship 
Metropolitan Police scheme aimed at attracting top university graduates, which is 
supported by Home Office funding received over 2,200 applications, of which 48% 
were from women, and 19% were from people from Black or Minority Ethnic 
backgrounds. 79 individuals accepted provisional job offers. Of these, 16% are 
from a Black or Minority Ethnic background and 47% are women. This is in 
contrast to the current representation levels in the Metropolitan Police where only 
11% of police officers are from a Black or Minority Ethnic background and 25% 
are women. 
We have reformed the use of stop and search to ensure that the police use all 
such powers lawfully, in a targeted and intelligence-led way; and local 
communities must be able to hold the police to account for their use of the 
powers. All 43 forces in England and Wales, and the British Transport Police, 
signed up to the voluntary Best Use of Stop and Search Scheme. 
In London, the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) has introduced London 
residency criteria for police constable recruitment in 2014. Since its introduction 
MPS figures indicate that the proportion of black and other minority ethnic 
applicants is now reaching representative levels when compared with London’s 
population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL492/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hamas: Weapons 
Dr Poulter [2571] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what reports he has received on the test-firing of rockets into the Mediterranean sea by 
Hamas. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have received reports that Hamas has recently stepped up 
its military activities, including firing a number of rockets into the Mediterranean 
sea. Other militant groups in Gaza have also recently fired rockets into Israel. We 
strongly condemn the firing of any rockets by militant groups in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-15/2571/  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Dr Poulter [2572] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what recent reports he has received on the construction of cross-border tunnels along 
the Israel-Gaza border by Hamas. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have assessed that Hamas are seeking to rebuild 
infrastructure, including the tunnel network, in Gaza. An official from our Embassy 
in Tel Aviv held a meeting with representatives from the Israeli National Security 
Council on 28 May, where the issue of the construction of cross-border tunnels 
was discussed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-15/2572/  
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL492/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL492/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-15/2571/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-15/2571/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-15/2572/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-15/2572/
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Israel: Ethnic Groups 
Andrew Smith [2618] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will make representations to the Israeli government on attempts to transfer 
Bedouin families from the South Hebron Hills to near Jericho. 

Tobias Ellwood: On 28 May, we raised our serious concerns about the potential 
forcible transfer of the Bedouin in E1 and other parts of Area C and the Israeli 
Supreme Court’s ruling approving the demolition of the West Bank village Susiya 
with senior officials from the Israeli National Security Council. On 8 June, envoys 
from all 28 European Union Member States including the British Consul General 
to Jerusalem visited the Bedouin community at Susiya. The delegation’s visit was 
to emphasise their continuing support for the community and their opposition to 
demolitions in general. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2618/  
 

Gaza 
Andrew Smith [2694] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the implications for (a) UK and (b) EU policy of 
the recent report by the World Bank to the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee which concluded 
that Gaza is on the verge of collapse. 

Tobias Ellwood: While the Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not made an 
assessment of the recent report by the World Bank to the Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee, the UK and the EU are extremely concerned about the situation in 
Gaza. We continue to urge the parties to prioritise progress towards a durable 
solution for Gaza. To assist with Gaza's reconstruction, the UK pledged £20m to 
help kick start the recovery and help get the Gazan people back on their feet at 
the Gaza reconstruction conference on in October 2014. We have already 
disbursed 75% of our pledge. This is in addition to our earlier provision of £19.1 
million in UK aid in response to last summer's crisis. We call on all donors to fulfil 
their financial pledges to aid the reconstruction efforts in Gaza without delay. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2694/  
 

Palestinians: Humanitarian Aid 
Andrew Smith [2617] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
arrangements are in place to prevent companies involved in violations of international 
humanitarian law in the occupied Palestinian territories from benefitting from contracts 
funded by her Department for humanitarian relief in Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK does not directly fund contracts for humanitarian 
relief. The UK was one of the biggest donors to the crisis last summer, providing 
more than £17 million in immediate humanitarian assistance for those caught up 
in the conflict and pledging a further £20 million in early recovery assistance, of 
which we have disbursed over 80%. This funding includes £0.5 million to the 
Materials Monitoring Unit (MMU) which oversees and monitors the import, 
storage, supply and use of construction materials into Gaza under the Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2617/  
 

Israel: Third Sector 
Matthew Offord [2940] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what her policy is on providing funding to non-governmental organisations and charities 
that promote boycotts or sanctions against Israel. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID’s work in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is 
channelled through trusted partners including both the  UN and non-governmental  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2618/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2618/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2694/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2694/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2617/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2617/
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organisations and mainly consists of large-scale and strategic programmes. The 
UK Government has made its position on boycotts clear. While we do not hesitate 
to express disagreement with Israel whenever we feel it necessary, we are firmly 
opposed to boycotts. We believe that imposing sanctions on Israel or supporting 
anti-Israeli boycotts would not support our efforts to progress the peace process 
and achieve a negotiated solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-17/2940/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: UNRWA 
Baroness Tonge [HL415] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Israel on the subject of that country helping with the funding 
of UNRWA. 

Earl of Courtown: The UK regularly engages with the Government of Israel on 
the need for both parties to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to reach a political 
solution which includes a just, fair and realistic settlement for Palestinian 
refugees. The UN Relief and Works Agency’s mandate is to provide protection 
and assistance to Palestinian refugees until such a solution is reached. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL415/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150623-
gc0001.htm#15062356000115  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/su003-I-a.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/su003-I-b.htm  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-17/2940/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL415/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL415/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150623-gc0001.htm#15062356000115
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150623-gc0001.htm#15062356000115
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/su003-I-a.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/su003-I-b.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
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Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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